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By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordanians go to 
the polls today in the King- 
dom’s first multiparty elec- 
tions, reaffirming what many 
observers and diplomats de- 
scribe as the irreversible course 
of democratisatio n that His 
Majesty King Hussein laun- 
ched four years ago. 

While the electorate seemed 
un receptive to efforts by hard- 
liners to turn the elections into 
an unofficial referendum on 
the Middle East peace process, 
the outcome of the polls, 
however, is seen as crucial to 
the follow-up of the recent 
breakthroughs, in' -the two- 
year-old Arab Israeli peace 
negotiations (see separate 
story). 

King Hussein, who has made 
no secret of his drive to turn 
Jordan into a model state 
.based on freedom, democracy 
and human rights in the Middle 
East, has promised what is 
expected to be a Tepeat of foe 
1989 polls — the fairest and 
freest elections in the Arab 
Worid. 

While at least 10 of the 20 
political parties of all shades 
and colours licensed since the 
formal lifting in September 
1992 of a 1957 ban on political 
groups are fielding, candidates, 
some have opted to run “inde- 
pendents” and others did not 
enter the electoral race at all. 

The elections are also foe 
first since the introduction of a 
one-person, one-vote system in 
August this year, and, as such, 
predicting foe outcome with 


any degree of accuracy is a 
very difficult process. 

Observers expect not much 
of a dramatic change in foe 
political line-up in Parliament 
from the make-up of the pre- 
vious one. Barring last-minute 
surprises, foe powerful Islamic 
Action Front (IAF), arguably 
foe most organised party in foe 
Kingdom, is expected to win 19 
seats in foe 80 parliamentary 
seats contested by 536 candi- 
dates, including three women 
(see separate story on predic- 
tions). 

An opinion poll conducted 
by foe Centre for Strategic 
Studies of foe University of 
Jordan early this year showed 
that a majority of Jordanians 
would opt for candidates who 
would serve foe society's needs 
in terms of infrastructure and 
services rather than those who 
raise lofty slogans and prom- 
ises which they cannot fulfil. 

Hardships of daily life in a 
country with a foreign debt 
representing 140 per cent of 
the gross domestic product and 
the resulting unemployment 
and poverty were seen to have 
been foe preoccupations of a 
majority of foe voters. 

The King, who on Saturday 
called on the voters to turn out 
en masse and vote for modera- 
tion and dedication, pud a . 
last-minute inspection visit 
yesterday to foe Ministry of 
Interior to be briefed about foe 
arrangements in place for to- 
day's balloting process and 
vote-counting. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said Minister of Interior 
<SaIameh Hanutiad briefed foe 


King on foe preparations and 
.His Majesty expressed satisfac- 
tion with foe arrangements. 


It also quoted foe King as 
calling on foe mil 


to pro- 
vide all facilities to foe voters 
to exercise their right to elect 
their representatives in Parlia- 
ment in a free and fair atmos- 
phere. 

The King also paid a visit to 
the headquarters of the Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
and met with its chief. Major 
General Abdul Rahman A1 
Adwan, and senior officers for 
a review of the security 
arrangements for the elections. 

Officials said while no se- 
rious violation of foe law and 
order was expected, the police 
force has been put on high 
alert for 72 hours starting Sun- 
day to ensure foe smooth run- 
ning of the process. 

Separately, Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam A1 Majali also 
visited foe Ministry of Interior 
for a review of foe election 
arrangements. 

* In a statement to Jordan- 
Television, Dr. Majali reiter- 
ated promises that the elec- 
tions would be free, democra- 
tic and fair. He also said foe 
authorities had adopted all 
necessary measures to ensure 
that no one would be able to’ 
tamper with foe balloting pro- 
cess. ■ 

Dr. Majali, who is expected 
to vote in his hometown in 
Karak, called on all citizens to 
cast their votes and “elect effi- 
cient people who could serve 
foe country best” 


(Continued on page 5) 


Sense of ‘alienation’ casts shadow on 
Palestinian- Jordanians 9 will to vote 


By Wafa Amur 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Typical of this 
year's elections, there is an 
atmosphere of indifference 
over foe campaign among 
many Jordanians of Palesti- 
nian origin, particularly foe 
350.000 returnees from 
Kuwait and the Gulf states 
despite the high voting reg- 
istration figures. 

There is widespread belief 
that there is tacit official 
PLO- Jordanian cooperation 
to counter the influential 
Muslim Brotherhood in this 
year's elections. But despite 
active involvement from PLO 
groups, especially the main- 
stream Fateh faction, in con- 
trast to its passive stance in 
1989, Jordanians of Palesti- 
nian origin are expected to 
show a relatively lower turn- 
out in elections. 

This year’s elections have, 
for the first time, dearly 
emphasised the existing but 
largely hidden East 
Jordanian-Palestinian divide, 
and highlighted foe PLO's 
influence on the Palestinian 
population in the Kingdom. 

Several observers noted 
that the absence of enthu- 
siasm by many Jordanians of 

Palestinian origin, especially 
refugee camp residents, is 
attributed to a feeling of 
“alienation” from Jordanian 
politics, particularly after 
signing of the PLO-Israel 
agreement on autonomy. 
Many Palestinians, who had 
worked hard to integrate into 
foe system were extremely 
discouraged by the largely 
negative reaction (to news of 
foe accord and subsequently 
its signing) of East Jordanian 
“nationalists," whom some 
call Jordan's ‘‘Likud." That 
reaction has contributed to 
the feeling by more Palesti- 
nians that their existence in 
the Kingdom is “temporary." 

But there is also a common 
feeling by both 1967 and 1948 
refugees to continue to work 
for integration through 
asserting their political and 


civil rights for all Jordanians, 
especially those of Palesti- 
nian origin. 

Former Prime Minister 
Taher Masri, a Jordanian 
from foe West Bank town of 
Nablus, said “unfortunately 
foe elections do reflect this 
unprecedented Jordanian- 
Palestinian divide, but we 
have to work hard in the 
future to avoid this unhealthy 
sign, especially at a time 
when we most need unity." 

There is an overwhelming 
sense of indecision and a 
“wait and see” approach 
among many Palestinians. 
They either feel detached or 
have no faith that any Parlia- 
ment is capable of making 
any significant changes as far 
as their lives are concerned. 

“People tend to feel they 
are not counted in, and feet 
bitter about it," said Labib 
Kamhawi. who is a Jordanian 
of Palestinian origin consi- 
dered a “Palestinian hardlin- 


er. 


“It is the first time this 
attitude of alienation could 
be classified as a domestic 
feeling ratheT than being 
PLO-tnspired. which makes 
it all the more important and 
ominous in its significance 
and future impact on the 
politics of the country." 

Recent statements made 
by Dr. Kamhawi in a CNN 
report on Palestinian- 
Jordanian relations have stir- 
red a debate and drew an 
angry reaction from Jorda- 
nian nationalists, which 
further implied that the sensi- 
tivities were escalating rather 
than fading. 

Many Palestinians who 
thought they had succeeded 
in integrating, and have be- 
come "Jordanised" now 
admit having difficulty in 
understanding what is really 
happening. Observers said it 
is this feeling of “unaccept- 
ance" that has largely contri- 
buted to the absence of en- 
thusiasm over the elections. 


Ibrahim Shihdeh, a lawyer 
and one of five candidates 
from the Baqaa refugee 
camp,' said he expected few 
Palestinians to vote despite 
the high registration figures. 
But it is known that most 
people registered before the 
signing of the PLO-Israel 
autonomy agreement, he 
said. In foe Baqaa camp, for 
instance, there are 22,500 
eligible voters from a total 
population of 170,000. 
Around 18,000 registered for 
the elections compared to 
only 5.000 in 1989, but most 
camp residents and candi- 
dates argued that almost two 
thirds of the registered voters 
would not cast their votes. 
The abstentions will come 
mostly from women and 
elderly people. If the latter 
group votes, however, they 
might favour the Islamic 
trend. 

Although the PLO-Israel 
accord has directly influenced 
the Palestinian choice of 
candidate, it has not been the 
centre of public debate be- 
- tween voters and contenders. 
Most candidates said the vo- 
ters were anxious to know 
what foe candidates' position 
on the agreement was. but 
heated discussions of the 
actual accord was usually 
confined to small, private 
meetings. 

In public, it seems that 
immediate concerns of mosr 
refugee camp residents have 
revolved around their fate 
and future, achieving equal 
political and civil rights. But 
these concerns also rotate 
around improving their pre- 
sent living conditions. 

The PLO-Israel accord has 
been viewed as the main fac- 
tor weakening the Islamists in 
many Palestinian populated 
areas, but in general, it has 
also led to rivalries among 
candidates supporting the 
agreement and confusion 
among the voters. 

La mis Miihem. a doctor 
who works in Baqaa refugee. 


(Continued on page 3) 







Jordanians go to the polls today to elect 12th Parliament 

King, premier reaffirm vow 
to ensure integrity of elections 


His Majesty King Hussein Sunday with Interior Minister Sabmeh Harnmad at the m inistry 
(Petra photo) 


Jordan Times reporters conclude analysis of 
candidates and campaigns in all districts 


Tafileh could be won by new faces 


By Mariam M. Shubin 
and Ghazi Amryeen 
in Tafileh 


A turbulent campaign, in 
which “regular" clan mem- 
bers have been fighting foe 
more politicised candidates, 
has left. .foe people in this 
soufifelif city with foe inF 
pressiem that three brand new 
deputies could represent 
them in the next Lower 
House of Parliament. 

Disappointment with the 
performance of the three de- 
puties elected in 1989 has 
largely characterised the 
mood of voters in this district 
of some people 120,000. The 
votes are split between four 
major rural towns, with ab- 
out 24,000 registered voters, 
and the urban population of 


foe city of Tafileh, which has 
some 12.000 registered vo- 
ters. The turn out in 1989 was 
76 per cent among those who 
had collected tneir voting 
cards, but this time the figure 
is expbeted to be higher. 

“There is today more inter- 
tribal competition -aind stron- 
ger desire on 'the part of the 
urbanites to get their candi- 
dates elected to parliament,” 
said Najib Daoudieh, brother 
and campaign manager of 
Tafileh candidate Moham- 
mad Daoudieh. “We thus be- 
lieve that the turn out will be 
higher.” 

Observers here believe 
that foe voters will bring ab- 
out a change this time, by 
electing less conservative but 
nevertheless traditional and 
tribaily representative fi- 


gures. In 1989 voters elected 
two Muslim Brotherhood 
candidates and one indepen- 
dent leftist into the Parlia- 
ment. The feeling here, as in 
many other parts of foe King- 
dom, is of general scepticism 
about the wisdom of re- 
electing incumbents who 
might have not done' enough 
for their constituents. The 
two Muslim Brotherhood 
members who won here in 
1989 are Abdullah Akayieh 
and Fuad Khaiafat; the inde- 
pendent is Ibrahim Ghabab- 
sheh. 

But whereas Dr. Akayieh 
and Mr. Ghababsheh are 
seeking reelection in Tafileh 
on the same platforms. Mr. 
Khaiafat is running else- 


(Contfaaned on page 4) 


North Jordan Valley up for grabs 


By S nhair Obeidat 
and Nasser Shraydeh 
in Kourah 


THE NORTHERN Jordan 
Valley and Kourah, in 
ancient times a crossroad for 
trade routes, feels betrayed 
by years of government neg- 
lect and wants deputies able 
to addressing its immediate 
needs and impoving the level 
of services there. The district 
and its inhabitants want to be 
no more foe sleepy agricultu- 
ral area that it has been at the 
northern most end of foe rift 
valley. 

Of the 19 candidates con- 
testing foe two Muslim seats 
allocated for this district of 
some 64,000 voters, which is 


part of foe Irbid Governo- 
rate, two are former de- 
puties: Abdul Majeed 
Shraydeh (who also served as 
minister of social develop- 
ment) and Natter Tfauhairat. 

The Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) is fielding two candi- 
dates, Abdul Aziz Shraydeh 
(Abdul Majid’s uncle) and 
Ahmad Khatib, both from 
Kourah, which has 28,224 
registered voters. 

The IAF has a strong pre- 
sence m Kourah, a tradi- 
tionally conservative society, 
which in the 1984 bye- 
elections gave 12,000 votes of 
a total of 121,000 to Ahmad 
Kofahi, foe Muslim Brother- 
hood candidate, when foe 
Irbid Govemorate was one 


voting district. In 1989, the 
Brotherhood's candidate, 
Mohammad Natour, came in 
third with 4,397. 

The IAF is also active in 
foe Jordan Valley where 
many voters there are ex- 
pected to vote for the front’s 
candidates in Kourah, 
according to observers. 

.Compared to foe northern 
Jordan Valley, allegiance to 
tribal affiliations in Kourah is 
poor. The number of families 
is large, but the size of each 
family is relatively small and 
candidates have to do a lot of 
lobbying among their im- 
mediate families and distant - 
relatives in order to 


win 


(Continued on page 4) 


Ajloim’s could be closest race 


By Mariam M. Shahfn 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


THE DISTRICT of Ajloun, 
some 70 kilometres north of 
Amman, is likely to witness 
some of the closest and most 
unpredictable election results 
of any other part in the King- 
dom. Twenty-nine candidates 
are vying for three seats, two 
Muslim and one Christian in 
a 43,000-strong electorate. 

Of the 140,000 inhabitants 
of foe Ajloun district, most 
Uve in a dozen large towns 
that surround Anjara. Many 
of these have more registered 
voters than the city of Anjara 
itself and most of the 29 
candidates are from the 
boroughs rather than from 
Ajloun city itself. 

“The tribal vote will be the 
overriding criteria in these 
elections as they were in 
1989,” said a local observer. 

In foe 1989 elections, three 
tribal candidates — Ahmad 
Annab, Abdul Salam Freihat 
and Jamal Haddad — re- 
ceived 5,280, 4,473 and 2,855 


votes respectively. All three 
are running for reelection. 

The minimum number of 
votes that a candidate must 
receive today in order to win 
bas been estimated by obser- 
vers in Ajloun at 4,000. 

With the exception of Isla- 
mic Action Front (IAF) 
candidate Deifallah A1 
Momani, all other candidates 
are running as independents 
and clan candidates. Except 
Ajloun itself where Hassan 
Smad is .his clan's (4,000 
votes) candidate, all other 
major rural and urban fami- 
lies in foe Ajloun region have 
at least two candidates each. 

The lack of consensus on 
tribal candidates is likely to 
create not only split votes but 
close votes as well. 

There are a total of 10 
towns where anywhere from 
2,000 to 8,000 votes will be 
cast. In these voting centres 
there are eight Christian 
candidates contesting one 


seat and 21 Muslims vying for 
two seats. 

Although Ajloun is socially 
conservative, politicised 
Islam has spawned limited 
routes here m the past; but 
the presence of a strong tribal 
candidate who is running on 
foe IAF ticket may change 
that equation. 

Mr. Momani and Ahmad 
A1 Momani are being fielded 
from Ibin, a town which has 
3,453 registered voters. Two 
other members of foe Moma- 
ni dan, Mohammad Saad 
Saleem AI Momani and 
Mohammad Salem Al 
Momani from foe town .of 
Sakra with a voting popula- 
tion of 3,431, are also run- 
ning. Thus, although the 
Momani dan could easily 
vote in a member of their 
dan with 7,000, foe split in 
the dan has weakened their 
chances. 

But a last-minute consen- 
sus by the clan could reverse 
its fortunes and propel one of 


(Continued on page 51 
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Campaign gathered late 
steam, focused little 
on substantive issues 


By Ayinan Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Last-ditch 
appeals by some 530 candi- 
dates contesting Jordan's first 
multi-party elections in over 
three decades yesterday en- 
ded a laigely provincial elec- 
toral campaign that only 
managed to pick up steam in 
foe last few days. 

About 70 per cent of the 
1.203 million registered vo- 
ters who have collected their 
voting cards are expected to 
take part in electing the coun- 
try’s 80-member 12th Parlia- 
ment from among candidates 
who hardly touched on foe 
major political and economic 
issues affecting the country in- 
three weeks of campaigning. 

Indications are that the 
12th Parliament will be large-' 
ly dominated by mainstream 
figures and personalities who 
won their election bids on 
tribal credentials and cam- 
paign promises rather than 
on political platforms. 

lue new Election Law 
which replaced the bloc- 
voting system with foe one- 
person, one-vote formula, bas 
been an Important factor in 
forcing political issues out of 
foe eietforal race for foe sup- 
port of the 1.514 'mjUion.reg- 


istered voters by limiting foe 
constituencies of candidates 
to their immediate localities 
where concern centred on the 
direct needs of foe people. 

The new law, which was 
introduced in August, also 
narrowed foe scope of cam- 
paigning by reducing foe un- 
decided votes for which 
candidates can compete out- 
side their almost already- 
assured support base among 
members of their tribes, town 
or city of origin. 

By denying political parties 
foe chance to hold alliances 
that were possible under foe 
-bloc-voting system, the new 
law “killed the system of 
promoting political plat- 
forms,” said one observer. 

Coupled with the failure of 
political parties to enrich the 
electoral debate through in- 
troducing their own political 
and economic agenda into 
the campaign, the new law 
has produced “a tamed cam- 
paign” in comparison with 
that of 1989 when Jordan first 
embarked on the democra- 
tisation process. 

With foe public perceiving 


(Continued on page 5) 


Centrists, traditionalists 
expected to form majority 

in new Lower House 

IAF projected to win 1 9 seats, 
independent Islamists several 
more, and leftists some more 

By Jordan Times Staff Reporters 


AMMAN — Jordan today will elect a new parliament. Some 
800,000 voters are expected to choose 80 deputies from about 
530 candidates, who range in outlook and political ideology 
from the far left to the extreme right Most of those who wiij 
win their bids, however, are expected to be from the centre of 
the political spectrum: right-and left-of-centre mainstream 
politicians, traditional figures and tribal representatives. 

On the right, religious politicians, mainly represented by the 
Islamic Action Front (IAF), could win up to 29 seals, but onlv 
if there is a huge swing in their favour. Their strength could', 
on foe other hand, go down to 13 representatives in the new 
Lower House of Parliament should there be a swing to the left 
and centre by foe electorate. What is largely expected, though, 
is that the IAF will win about 19 seats, down from 23 that the 
Muslim Brotherhood, foe core of foe IAF, won in foe 1989 
elections (sec table below). 

The elected IAF candidates, who will form foe opposition 
will be backed by several independent Islamists, who might or 
might not put their weight behind foe political platform of foe 
Muslim Brotherhood Movement, whether on foe issue of 
peace negotiations with Israel or foe economic programme of 
foe country, among others. 

The independent Islamists can be divided between hardlin- 
ers, of whom no more than a few are expected to be elected, 
and moderates, who have in foe past participated in various 
governments, without the Brotherhood’s consent, blessing or 
support. 


The first group indudes former deputies, like Ali Facrir, who 
is a strong contender in Amman's First District, and candi- 


dates running for the first time like Theib Abdullah (also a 
strong contestant in the First District) and Abdul Majid Al 
Aqtash in Madaba. The other group includes moderate 
Islamists who could be associated with foe IAF, but are not 
running on its platform or under its umbrella, like Abdul 
Razzaq Tbcishat (in Irbid), Mohammad Alawneh (also in 
Irbid), Atef Btoush (in Karak), and Abdul Baqi Jammo in 
Zarqa. 

Leftists with a good chance of winning indude Fans Nabulsi 
(Amman’s Third District), Fakhri Qawar (Christian, Third 
District), Yaconb Zayadin (Christian, Third District), Hussein 
MjaJJi (Jerash), Mansour Murad (Irbid), (Circassian, Third 
District), Hosni Sbiyab (Irbid), Mohammad Daoudieh 
(Tafileh), Bassam Haddadin (Christian, Zarqa), Jamil Nimri 
(Christian, Irbid), Samir Habashneh (Karak), Mustapha 
Shneikat (BaJqa). 

A number of Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
mainly Fateh, activists could also win a few seats; These 
include Ibrahim Shihdeh (Balqa), Fahd Bayyari (Second 
District), and Mahmoud Basbtawi (Khourah). 

While not ail liftists and pan-Arabists would join the 
Islamists in their opposition to a peace deal with Israel, none 
of the Palestinians who may win seats could be expected to 
join an opposition front with the Brotherhood on that issue. 
An imminent swing to either the left or right does not 



(Continued on page 4) 
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cftdle East N e ws 


. oya accuses Western allies 
of not cooperating with U.N. 


TRIPOLI (Agencies) — Libya 
has accused the U.S.. Britain 
and France of not cooperating 
with U.N. efforts to settle the 
Lockerbie suspects dispute and 
warned that toughening U.N. 
sanctions would not affect 
Libya's determination. 

The official JANA news 
agency Saturday denounced 
what it called a “lack of coop- 
eration" on the part of 
Washington^ London and Paris 
and said they had provided “no 
help” to U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali in his. 
various attempts to negotiate 
•to way out of the crisis. 

JANA said that the West 
had'chosen to “discuss technic- 
al points" rather strive to 
“work out a settlement under 
international conventions." 

The JANA report, broad- 
cast on Libyan Television, 
came as the U.N. Security 
Council prepared to toughen 
sanctions next -week against 
Libya which has so far refused 
to hand over two men sus- 
pected of involvement in .the 
bombing of a U.S. airliner over 
Scotland in December 1988. 

, The new sanctions, which 
oould include a freeze on Li- 
byan assets abroad, would 
come on top of an air and 
military embargo imposed in 
April 1992. 

The U.N. has ordered 
Tripoli to hand over the two 
<nen to Britain or the United 
States for trial in connection 
with the bomb aboard a Pan 


Am airliner which crashed in 
the Scottish town of Lockerbie 
killing a total of 270 people. 

Libya has refused to comply 
saying the men would not get a 
fair trial in either country. . 

France also wants Libya to 
cooperate in investigations into 
the -bombing of a French UTA 
DC-10 in 1989 over Niger in 
which 170 people were killed. 

In, Cairo Saturday, Libya’s 
permanent envoy to the Arab- 
League. Ibrahim A1 Bashari, 
said Libya would “not change 
its mind" even if sanctions 
were toughened. He said “hun- 
dreds of people" had already 
. died as a result of the ajr 
embargo which had also "dam- 
aged industry and agriculture." 

On Thursday.- Libyan leader 
Colonel Muammer Qadbafi 
said at a press conference in 
Egypt that Libya would not 
budge “whatever the sanc- 
tions." 

Mr. Bashari said Libya 
would agree to "let the two 
suspects stand trial rapidly pro- 
vided there were guarantees of 
a fair trial." 

Security Council members 
are planning to meet on Libya 
Monday and the United States, 
Britain and France are expect- 
ing their resolution on the new 
sanctions to be approved then 
or on Tuesday. 

Russia has accepted the re- 
solution calling for an embargo 
on oil industry equipment and 
a freeze on Libya's overseas 
assets despite earlier concerns 


it would prevent Tripoli from 
making payments on its multi- 
billton dollar debt to Moscow. 

The resolutipn would ban 
the -sale to Libya of equipment 
for oil refining and exporting, 
but the freeze on assets would 
exempt - income from oil and 
agricultural sales which are vit- 
al to the economy. 

The draft resolution also 
seeks to. reinforce the existing 
air embargo by calling on U.N. 
members to dose all the Li- 
byan Arab Airlines offices in 
their countries and reduce the 
personnel at Libya’s diploma- 
tic missions and consulates. 


- -The United States, Britain 
and France proposed the draft 
text Oct.. 1, but Russia, which 
holds veto power, raised con- 
cerns that it might jeopardise 
Tripoli's payments on its $4 
billion debt, mostly accumu- 
lated through arms sales and 
building contracts. 


But the resolution Russia 
endorsed does not affect 
‘‘Libya’s duty scrupulously to 
adhere to ail of its obligations 
concerning servicing and re- 
payment of its foreign debt.” 
The' text could be slightly 
modified during Monday's 
meeting, but Western diplo- 
mats are expecting to win the 
nine votes necessary for 
approval by the 15-member 
council. 

China is expected to abstain, 
as are Pakistan, Morocco, 
Djibouti and Cape Verde. 


Gulf defence chiefs to meet in UAE 


DUBAI (AFP) —The defence 
ministers of six Gulf Arab 
states were gathering in thp 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
to see the latest in air technolo 1 
gy at an international ' show 
opening here Sunday. 

They will meet in nearby 
Abu Dhabi on Monday ‘to dis- 
cuss proposals for a joint Gulf 
defence force. 

Some 80 military and civilian 
planes as well as air defence 


systems are on display at the 
show in Dubai, where nearly 


show in Dubai, where nearly 
450 companies from more than 
30 countries will compete for 
the growing Middle East arms 
market. 

Defence ministers from 
Iran, Turkey, Egypt, and other 
countries . will also be among 
the . nearly 20,000 delegates 


.coming to the five-day show, 
according to the organisers. 


according to the organisers, 
the London-based Fairs and 
Exhibition. 

“No, the show .will not lead 
to an aims race. The doors are 
open for any country to buy 
arms from the East, and the 
West through various ways," 


the UAE defence minister. 
Sheikh Mohammad Ben 
Rashid A1 Maktoum, said. 

"The show is a mere interna- 
tional commercial demonstra- 
tion', where buyers meet sel- 
lers. It will be an opportunity 
for our officers to see new 
weapons as well as for other 
countries to examine equip- 
ment which suit their armies." 

Organisers expect major 
deals to be announced at the 
show, the third biggest in tire 
world. Military sources said 
some of the deals involved 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states but they had no 
further details. 

. GCC states — Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, 
Qatar and Kuwait — have 
embarked on plans to bolster 
their armies since the . end of 
the Gulf war. Their focus is on 
aircraft and long-range missiles 
to offset a troop shortage. 

Sources said the. six mem- 
bers. were expected to spend 
more than S5 billion, a year in 
the next decade on such plans, 
most of which will benefit their 


traditional arms suppliers, the 
United States, France and Bri- 
tain. 

The three countries are par-, 
tidpating heavily in tire Dubai 
show, sending more than 200 
companies with their state-of- 
the-art aircraft — the U.S. 
F-generation, the French mir- 
ages and the British Hawks 
and Harriers. 

Cash-strapped Russia is dis- 
playing for the first time its 
Sukhoi 35 as well as 19 other 
advanced jets and it has ex- 
pressed readiness to sell any of 
them and set up joint military 
production ventures in the re- 


gion. _ 

GCC defence ministers will 


meet in Abu Dhabi on Monday 
to discuss the project, worked 
out by their army chiefs last 
month. 

“Creating a joint GCC de- 
fence force is among our* 
priorities,” said GCC Secret- 
ary General Sheikh Fahim-Ben 
Sultan Al Qassimi. “The main 
issue is it to develop our 
(10,000-strong) Peninsula 
Shield Force.” 


Aideed warns against U.S. patrols 


MOGADISHU (AP) — 
General Mohammad Farah 
Aideed wanted U.S. troops 
not to return to the streets of 
Mogadishu, saying Sunday that 
their presence could violate a 
four-week-old ceasefire with 
foreign troops. 

"There is no need to deploy 
U.S. troops on the streets of 
Mogadishu. That may be pro- 
vocative,” General Aideed 
told a news conference. “I 
cannot see any reason for the 
massive deployment. Moga- 
dishu is calm.” 

“Painful memories of U.S. 
massacres are still fresh in the 
Somali people. The U.S. gov- 
ernment will bear the full re- 
sponsibility” for any trouble 
that may break out, he said. 

U.S. reinforcements — army 
troops on the ground. Marines ■ 
still at sea — poured into 
Somalia after an Oct. 3 fire- 
fight. Their main mission is to 
protect U.S. and foreign 
troops, but officials say they 
also will keep roads open and 


put pressure (Hi bandits. 

President Bill CKnton reiter- 
ated that position on Sunday, 
saying on NBC’s “Meet, the 
Press” that “our young soldiers 
there cannot be expected to 
just sort of hunker down and 
stay behind walls. That almost 
puts them at greater risk.” 

Gen. Aideed, accused of 
launching attacks that have lol- 
led dozens of peacekeepers 
since June 5, told the United 
Nations to get out of Somalia. 
He says the humanitarian 
effort has disintegrated into .a 
bloody military campaign 
against his people with no 
chance of reconciliation. 

-'There are no negotiations, 
and I don't expect any in the 
future,” said the man who con- 
trols south Mogadishu. The 
U.N. force ‘is responsible for 
the current problems. They are 
die ^biggest obstacles to 
‘peace.” 

He dashed the U.N.'s hop- 
ers that a newly formed Moga- 
dishu security advisory com- 


mittee could be a forum for 
improving the dangerous 
streets and setting np more 
substantive talks on the coun- 
try’s future. He said his fac- 
tion, which attended the 
second meeting last week, 
could not show up any more. 

In bolding a news confer- 
ence Sunday, Gen. Aideed 
made his most public appear- 
ance since late May. Until re- 
cently, he was the target of an 
intense search that has largely 
been called off with a change in 
policy here. 

Officials of his faction led a 
convoy of journalists on a 
winding trip through the city’s 
dusty back streets, stopping 
once to ensure they were not 
being followed. The destina- 
tion was a compound where 
anyone entering was frisked. 

when Gen. Aideed finally 
arrived about an hour late, he 
■ once again was dressed as the 
politician he wants to be, in a 
freshly pressed white shirt and 
dark paisley tie. 
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Peres 

claims 

accord 

apparently 
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Jordan 


Arafat and EC leaders 


meet in Brussels today 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Foreign Minister Shimon Feres 
claimed Saturday that Israel 
and Jordan were apparently 
close to reaching a peace 
agreement 

In a speech Saturday, Mr. 
Peres referred to the specula- 
tion of the past few days about 
a breakthrough in the talks 
with Jordan. 

"I will not speculate about 
the rumours, but the reality is 
that... we are very near, 
apparently, to having an agree- 
ment,” Mr. Peres said during a 
dinner for European Commun- 
ity (EC) officials. 

Still, Israeli officials have 
expressed concern about 
whether Jordan can forge 
ahead with a peace treaty with 
Israel while the Israel-Syria 
talks remain deadlocked. 

Mr. Peres* deputy, Yossi 
Beilin, said the actual prob- 
lems between Israel and Jor- 
dan were “very marginal," but 
that Amman might be held 
back by Syria. 

“If we are not talking about 
the question of whom (Jordan) 
is waiting for, but bow much 
time it takes to solve the prob- 
lems between (the Kingdom) 
and us, I can say we are miking 
about a very short period of 
time of weeks or months," Mr. 
Beilin said Friday. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad had 
turned down Israeli overtures 
to hold secret peace talks. 

“Syria refuses to hold any 
kind of discreet negotiations." 
he said in an interview with 
Spain's El Pais daily published 
Sunday. 

“I have invited him (Assad) 
to (occupied) Jerusalem sever- 
al times and he refuses to come 
or to receive me.” he added. 

Talks between Syria and 
Israel are smiled -following 11 
rounds of talks under the for- 
mal Middle East peace process 
launched in Madrid in October 
1991. 

Mr. Peres told Israel Televi- 
sion Saturday Syria must 
change its tactics to attain 
peace in the Middle East. 

“Syria has opted for a peace 
strategy, but it must change 
tactics and take appropriate 
measures: broaden the talks 
and clarify its conception of 
peace, especially on the secur- 
ity qtamtion,” Mr. Peres said. 

In an interview published 
Saturday in Cairo. Mr. Peres 
called for an early summit be- 
tween Israel and Syria to build 
on “progress” made on bilater- 
al issues. 


BRUSSELS (Rl — Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat meels European Commun- 
ity (EC) foreign ministers in 
Brussels Monday to discuss aid 
for the occupied territories and 
prospects for broadening poli- 
tical reconciliation in (he Mid- 
dle East. 

“This is a very important 
visit as it is the first occasion 
that the EC has had such an 
opportunity to discuss political 
■and economic developments 
with the first representative of 
the PLO.” a European Com- 
mission spokesman said Sun- 
day. 

“It shows that the historic 
events (the Sept. 13 PLO- 
Israel peace accord) are now 
having effects." 

Mr. Arafat will also meet 
European Commission Presi- 
dent Jacques Defers. Euro- 
pean Parliament President 
Egon Klepsch. Belgium's King 
Albert and Belgian ministers 
and parliamentary leaders dur- 
ing his two-day rtay. 

The EC. which prides itself 
on being the world's major aid 
donor to the occupied territor- 
ies. aims to make its involve- 
ment in the Middle East peace 
process one of the first subjects 
for joint action under the 
Maastricht Treaty on Euro- 
pean Union. 

As well as pumping 9fJ mil- 
lion ECUs (S102 mOfion) of aid 
into the occupied territories 
this year, the commission says 
jLhas broad political backing 
■ofn member states for a five- 
year development plan worth 
500 million ECUs (SS65 mil- 
lion). 

After the initial euphoria 
surrounding Israels agreement 
to gram self-rule to the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho, a growing 
concern is that the peace 
agreement should be cemented 
by a rapid improvement in 
Palestinians' living conditions. 

For that to happen, the EC 
and other aid donors want an 
efficient, open and honest 
administrative structure in the 
occupied territories to make 


sure foreign aid is not wasted 
or siphoned off by corrupt offi- 
cials. 

The PLO's establishment of 
an economic council to serve 
this end received a sceptical 
welcome from international 
donors in Paris on Friday, and 
some diplomats expressed wor- 
ries that Mr. Arafat wanted to 
continue old-style patronage 
politics. 

Palestinian businessman 
Yousef Sayegh underlined 
such concern by announcing he 
was quitting the economic 
council for development and 
construction. He said it was 
packed with. PLO politicians 
instead of relying on profes- 
sional economists. 

The commission spokesman 
said the EC could stress to Mr. 
Arafat that Middle East re- 
gional cooperation was essen- 
tial to underpin peace initia- 
tives. 

The EC executive wants to 
push ahead simultaneously 
with new moves to boost coop- 
eration with Israel and Arab 
countries so that none feel 
neglected in the rush of sup- 
port for the Palestinians. 

However, as often. happens 
in the complicated negotiating 
world of the 12-nation EC. 
lofty aims to cooperate more 
deeply with other nations 
strike difficulty when they 
must be translated into conces- 
sions which may hurt indi- 
vidual EC states. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has accused the EC 
of dragging its feet over a plan 
to upgrade a 1975 trade and 
cooperation agreement. Israeli 
officials say the plan does not 
offer enough openings for its 
farm and industrial exports. 

On a proposed partnership 
accord with Morocco, the EC 
ministers will try to reconcile 
protracted internal differences 
over issues ranging from 
orange and olive exports to 
labour mobility. Diplomats say 
those problems will not stop 
them endorsing the idea of a 
similar agreement with Tuni- 
sia. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

3 killed in Algeria search operation 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Two armed Muslim fundamentalists and . 
a police officer died Saturday during rwo 
in areas east and south of the capital. Algerian i secumy* 
services said. Police killed one of the fundamentalists w bibs 
looking for a kidnapped civilian in Ait-Rahmoun, can of 
Algiers. The kidnap victim was found alive. A pobceman also 
died in the operation, the sources added. Another armed 
fundamentalist, identified as a Mahfoud Al AkrouL wMk^«i 
in a separate operation in Blida, 50 kilometres south ^ here;,- 
Police also found 13 hunting rifles and two automatic prstob m 
a hiding-place in the eastern town of Beni Snker. In tee past 
^ da«. security forces have killed 43 armed Islamic tun- 
damentalists, the sources said. The sccunty operatioes are 
part of a crackdown on a wave of terrorism which began after 
die army intervened in January 1992 to caned the second 
round of a general election which the Islamic balvanon From 
was poised to win. Islamic fundamentalists recently kidnapped 
and killed a number of foreigners. The Armed Islamic Group, 
which claimed the abduction of three French exmsuiar offio&fe 
rescued by police a week ago, said Wednesday it was giving 
foreigners in Algeria one month to leave the country or face 
“sudden death." - ? 


sudden aeatn. - . - - 

Left-winger held in Egypt on charges of spying 


CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian intellectual opposed to the 
Arab-Israeli peace process has been arrested on charges ot 
spying for China, his lawyers said Saturday- TJe state security 
council questioned left-winger Sami Mansur after his urest on 
Friday they said. An unidentified Chinese national has ajso 
been arrested. Mr. Mansur has written several books on the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and is an outspoken opponent of the 
Palestinian autonomy accord signed on Sept. 13 in washing- 


IVIIl 

Oman gives $15m to Lebanon University 

. / An, n CamhIou «9v* l>h*nnn tl 4 


MUSCAT (AP) — Oman on Saturday gave Lebanon $15 
million to help rebuild the science faculty al, state-nm 
Lebanese University, the official Omani News Agency (ON A) 
reported. Qais Al Zawawi, Oman’s deputy prime minister for 
financial and economic affairs, and Faal Shallaq. president of ! 
the Lebanese Council for Development and Reconstruction, ; 
here signed a deal for the grant. ONA said. Much of Lebanon T 
was destroyed in the country’s 1975-1990 civil war. J 


British politician to adopt Iraqi boy 

LONDON (R) — A British politician who campaigns on'; 
behalf of Iraq’s marsh Arabs said Sunday she was seeking to 
adopt a nine-year-old boy who was badly burned in an attack 
by Iraqi forces. Conservative Member of Parliament Emma • 
Nicholson told the Sunday Times newspaper she and her 
husband had begun the process of adopting A mar Karam, a ; 

. • , La A_ r» -a_:_ I Inn <IW 


boy she brought to Britain from southern Iraq for medical : 
rri*3iim*»nt 18 months aco. The bov was severely burned when j 


treatment 18 months ago. The boy was severely burned when 
what were believed to be napalm and phosphorus bombs were 

-l I L.‘_ III... I.:TKaa aaa.I.i inn uAnli inrJil/ltM 


dropped on his village, killing nearly 300 people, including his 
family, the report said. He survived by running to a river and 
plunging in. “What follows from now on is simply paper-, 
work," Nicholson was quoted as saying. “Amarwas riven us 
much happiness. He has been a constant joy. When I brought 
him out of Iraq this was not in my plan but life has taken an 
unexpected turn.” Nicholson found the boy at a “home for the 
wounded” in southern Iraq and brought him to Britain where 
he has had 12 operations so for on his ravaged face, paid for by 
an appeal fund. She had originally intended to find a foster. : 
family for him. the Sunday Times said. ' 


U.N. appeals for end to 


fighting in Afghanistan Former minister elected premier of Chad 


“Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak’s tour (to the United 
States, France and Syria) and 
his meeting with Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad have led 
to progress in the Syrian-Israeli 
chapter.” 

Syria's ruling coalition said 
Sunday “partial solutions” 
would weaken the chances of 
peace in the Middle East. 

Officials of the Baath-led 
central command of the 
National Progressive Front 
(NPF), chaired by Vice- 
President Zuheir Masharqa, 
said in a meeting that only a 
comprehensive settlement 
could bring peace to the re- 
gion. 

“The NPF believes that un- 
ilateral treaties and partial 
solutions would further com- 
plicate the existing situation 
and weaken the chances of 
peace in the region,” a state- 
ment issued after the meeting 
said. 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Tie Un- 
ited’Natioris issued' an'urgcmt' 
appeal on Sunday for an end to 
fighting' between rival parties 
in Afghanistan's Islamic coali- 
tion government that has 
caused heavy casualties in the 
last week. 

“I urgently appeal to the 
Afghan leaders involved in the 
hostilities to cease this sense- 
less fighting.” Sotirios 
Mousouris, special representa- 
tive of the U.N. secretary 
general for Afghanistan, said 
in a statement in Islamabad. 

Forces of Prime Minister 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar . laun- 
ched a blistering attack on 
positions held by fighters of the 
Jamiat-e-Islami party of Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani in 
the Tagob valley northeast of 
Kabul last Monday, capturing 
the Jamiat district headquar- 
ters. 

Local residents said at least 
200 people, mostly civilians, 
had been killed or injured in a 
week of infantry battles in 
which thousands of rockets and 
shells have been fired. An ex- 
act death toll was not avail- 
able. 

Fighting was raging in the 
valley on Sunday, a spokesman 
for Mr. Hekmatyar’s Hezb-e- 
Islami party said, adding that 
Jamiat forces began a fierce 
bombardment of the Hezb-e- 
lslami front line soon after 
dawn. 

Hezb-e-Islami forces re- 
sponded by firing missiles at a 
major Jamiat airbase in the 


town of Bagram, north of 
Kabul on the road linking the 
capital with the ex-Soviet Un- 
ion. 

Mr. Mousouris said he 
issued the call for peace to try 
to boost the prospects for an 
official U.N. appeal for huma- 
nitarian assistance to help 
Afghanistan recover after 14 
years of civil war. It will be 
formally launched this week. 

“I am afraid that such fight- 
ing a few days before the laun- 
ching of the appeal is harmful 
to the interests of the Afghan 
people and their leaders re- 
sponsible for their welfare," 
Mr. Mousouris said. 

A similar U.N. appeal in 
June 1992 for $180 million 
raised just $86 million from 
world governments and 
another appeal launched in 
January for $138 million fell 
well below target. 

Mr. Mousouris said that 
starting this week, internation- 
al U.N. aid agency staff would 
be permanently represented m 
the capital, Kabul, for the first 
time since the with-, 

drawn in August, 1992, be- 
cause of fierce 'fighting be- 
tween Hezb-e-IsJami and 
Jamiat forces. ' 

Officials and hospitals say 
more than 10,000 civilians 
were killed in previous incon- 
clusive rounds of fighting be- 
tween the two parties in and 
around Kabul after the guerril- 
las took power from the former 
communist government in 
April, 1992. 


NDJAMENA (AFP) — Former Justice Minister Deft# ■. 
Kassire Koumakoye was elected prime minister of Shg| 
Saturday by the transitional parliament, official radioWl 
ported. Kassire Koumakoye, whose position still has tolwp 
confirmed by a decree from the Chadian president, Colonel* 
Idriss Deby, was elected in the third round of balloting when 
he beat another former Justice Minister Elie Romba. The; 
premier-elect won 37 votes against 13 for his opponents and! 
five abstentions by members of the high transitional council 
The vote followed the dismissal on Oct. 28 after a parliament 
taiy no-confidence motion of the government of former 
Premier Fidel Moungar. Kassire Koumakoye. a 43-year -oW- 
father of 16 children, has already held several ministerial 
offices after being pulled out of the ranks of the civil service, 
where he was in administrative inspector general. A political 
veteran despite his age, the premier-elect founded his own 
party, the National Rally for Democracy and Progress, 
Educated in France, where he received a doctorate in law from 
the Sorbonne University in Paris, Kassire Koumakoye was a 
star athelete, and still holds the Central African record for the 
3,000 metres steeplechase. 


Thai general off to Saudi Arabia for talks 


BANGKOK (AFP) — General Charan Kutavanijaya,. the 
head of Thailand’s national security council, has left on a 
four-day visit to Saudi Arabia for talks with security officials 
there, a news report said Sunday. “The meeting will be usefo! 
in that it_(will) give us a chance to dicuss international issues of 
mutual interest and to find ways to cooperate in security 
matters,” Gen. Charan told the Nation newspaper before 
departing Saturday. He said areas of possible cooperation 
include the exchange of information and anti-terrorist opera- 
tions. Saudi Arabia downgraded its Bangkok mission and 
stopped issuing visas to Thai workers after four of its embassy 
personnel were murdered in Thailand in 1989 and 1990. 
Bangkok this summer blamed international terrorists for the 
killings, and Saudi Arabia accepted the explanation. Also, a 

■ VSJuT 1 ! ,ness ? lia ^ v “ ^napped and murdered in Bangkok 
m 1990. A senior Thai policeman was arrested in the case but 


" “TV" ~ a inai domestic employe* 

stole $20 million in jeweriy from the palace of a Saudi prince. 
„ ^rested and jailed on his return to Thailand, but not 
all oF the jewelry was returned to the prince and much of what 
was turned out to be fakes. Eight Thais, all but one a 
policeman, are currently on trial on charges of embezzlement 
in connection with the case. 
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Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
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Ouccn Alia Hospital 60224050 
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Locations of 3rd District voting centres l lPreparationS for election dav 

^MMAN fj.T.l . ......... _ _ . ' .T^ J 


(J-T.) Following 
"ethelo^ons °f Amman’s 
imrd District voting centres 
tor women and men: 

Women’s voting centres: 

1. Princess Alia College - 
abmeisani - entrance oppo- 
site to the Arab Bank. 

2. Model Applications 
School - Jabal Hussein - In- 
~“ s ! n ’ a J Zone - opposite 
Abdul Hamid Sharaf Indust- 
rial School. 

3. A1 Israa School - Irjan - 
behind the Sports City - near 
tbe Physical Education Col- 
lege. 

4. Jabal Amman Secon- 
dary School for Girls - Jabal 
Amman - First Circle - oppo- 
site the Civil Status and Pass- 
ports Department. 

5. Bint Uday School - 
Sports City District - street 
leading to the Military Mobi- 
lisation Department - oppo- 
site Physical Education Col- 
lege. 

6. Samir Rifai School - 
Prince Mohammad Street - 
next to the traffic light junc- 
tion leading up to the Third 
Circle and Wadi Saqra. 

7. Aisha Urn AI Muminin 
School - Ministry of Interior 
Circle Independence Street - 
street leading to Jabal Hus- 
sein, branching out from the 
Independence Street. 

8. AI Ittihad Secondary 
School - Jabal Hussein - be- 
hind the Ministry of Awqaf - 
formerly AI Asimah Secon- 
dary School building. 

9. Sukainah Bint AI Hus- 
sein School for Girls - Jabal 
Hussein near the governor's 
office. 

10. Salma Bint Abi Hafs 
School - Jabal Amman - First 
(Circle towards the end of 
'Rainbow Street - near AI 
Ahlieh School for Girls - next 
to the Chinese restaurant. 

11. Zein AI Sharaf School 
for Girls - Jabal Amman - 


First Circle - opposite the 
Civil Status and Passports 
Department. 

12. Dahiet AI Hussejn 
School - Jabal Amman - Urn 
Uthaina Shopping Centre - 
entrance opposite Divan. 

13. The Hotel Training 
College - Jabal Amman - 
between the Fourth and Fifth 
Circles - inside Ammoun 
Hotel. 

14. AI Sweifieh Basic 
Education School - Jabal 
Amman - Sweifieh, near the 
Skating Palace. 

15. The Comprehensive 
Secondary School - Shmeisa- 
ni, near the Shmeisani police 
station. 


School - Shmeisani - near AI 
Faihaa Mosque • opposite the 
Orphans Fund. 

9. Yaqoub Hashem School 
- Sports City District - road 
leading to the Department of 
Military Mobilisation - 300 
metres inside the road to the 
right, after the Physical 



Men’s voting centre: 

1. AI Hussein Secondary 
College - Jabal Hussein, at 
the end of Khaled Ben AI 
Walid Street, near the Nuzha 
traffic light junction. 

2. AI Ittihad Secondary 
School - Jabal Hussein - be- 
hind Ministry of Awqaf - 
formerly AI Asimah Secon- 
dary School building. 

3. AI Ibrahimieh School - 
Jabal Amman - Fifth Circle - 
entrance to Khuzbar Jewel- 
lery Store. 

4. Akka Secondary School 
- Jabal Hussein - near the 
Interior Ministry Circle - 300 
metres within AI AmaJ Hos- 
pital Street. 

5. Samir Rifai School - 
Prince Mohammad Street - 
near the traffic light junction 
leading to the Third Circle 
and to Wadi Saqra.. 

6. Zahran School - street 
running parallel to the uphill 
AI Hayek Road leading to 
the First Grcle - opposite the 
Greater Amman Municipal- 
ity building. 

7. Um Uthaina School - 
Jabal Amman - Um Uthaina 
District - near Amra Hotel. 

8. AJ Shmeisani AI Gharbi 


Education College. 

10. AJ Muruj School - Jab- 
al Amman - Fifth Circle - 
entrance to Khuzbar Jewel- 
lery Stores. 

11. Abdoun School - Wadi 
Abdoun - road leading to Ras 
AI Ain District - behind Tab- 
balat Gas Station. 

12. AI Amin School - 
Sports City District - 200 
metres inside AI Funduq AI 
Watani Street, opposite gate 
number 4 - near the garden. 

13. Sbukri Sha'sha' School 
- Jabal Amman - First Circle - 
end of Rainbow Street - near 
AI Ahlieh School for Girls. 

14. Ibn Abbas School - 
Sports City District - 250 
metres inside A] Funduq AI 
Watani Street, opposite gate 
number 4, directly behind AI 
Amin School. 

15. AI Rashid School - Jab- 
al Hussein - near the Interior 
Ministry Circle - 300 metres 
inside AI Ama] Hospital 
Street. 

16. AI Jazair School - ex- 
tension to Freres College 
Street - next Omar AI Farouq 
Mosque opposite the Pension 
Department of Jabal Hus- 
sein. 

17. Amina Bint Wahab 
School - Jabal Hussein - ex- 


tension to Freres School 
Street - next to Omar Farouk 
Mosque - directly behind AI 
Jazair SchooL 

18. AI Hikmah Ai Wata- 
nieh School for Boys - Jabal 
Hussein - behind Opera 
House. 

19. AJ Hikmah AI Wata- 
nieh School for Girls - Jabal 
Hussein - opposite AI Hus- 
sein Luna Park - entrance to 
the Ai Hizam AI Azraq 
Video Store. 

20. AI Hikmah AI Wata- 
nieh Nursery School - Jabal 
Hussein - opposite AI Hus- 
sein Luna Park - entrance to 
the AI Hizam Al Azraq 
Video Store. 

21. Isaaf Ai Nashashibi 
School - Jabal Qalaa Road 
down to Raghdan Business 
Centre - Museum Street - 
museum junction, 800 metres 
to the left. 

22. Balqi School - Jabal 
Qalaa - Road" down from 
Raghadan Business Centre 
towards the museum - 
museum junction 900 metres 
to the left. 

23. Prince Mohammad 
School - downtown - Ai 
Hamra Cinema Bridge - road 
uphill to Wadi Surur District 
- second entrance towards the 
right - next to the Mother and 
Child Health Care Centre. 

24. Islamic Sciences Col- 
lege - Jabal Luweibdeh - 
Sharia College Street. 

25. Mousa Ben Nuseir 
School - Al Muhajirin - be- 
hind Ahli Entertainment 
Park. 

26. Dirar Bin Al Azwar 
School - Jabal Luweibdeh - 
Terra Sancta School Street - 
near AI Wasefieh Vocational 
Institute. 

27; Rashid Talie School - 
first part of the Gardens 
Street - behind AI Utaibi Gas 
Station - near AI Uruba 
School. 


Police indict IAF candidate 


on kidnapping , assault charges 


AMMAN (Petra) — On the'- 
eve of the parliamentary elec- 
tions an Islamic Action Front 
(IAF) candidate for the Fifth 
District of Amman, Hammam 
Saeed, appeared in court m 
Amman Sunday morning 
chaiged with plotting the kid- 
napping of and assault of two 
men' in the Sweileh area at 
dawn Sunday. 

Ali Mahmoud Salameh 
and Ahmad Mahmoud Hus- 
sein Salameh, both members 
of the Arab Islamic Demo- 
cratic Movement, Do'aa, 
charge they were kidnapped 
at 1:00 a.in. Sunday by a 
group of people riding in a 
car pasted with the photos of 
Mifleh Al Lawzi, an indepen- 
dent candidate from the Fifth 
District. 

The two Do’aa activists 
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to,tKe‘$wdleh police .station; - 
indicted for kidnapping and 
assault and later moved to 
the court. 



The two claimants pro- 
duced a physician’s report. 
The court, which convened 
Sunday morning, deterred 
die case until Saturday. 


ag£ 


Hammam Saed 


Yousef Abu Bakr 


-.who campaign for the move- 
ment candidate, Yousef Abu 
Bakr, told police later that 
they were taken to Sheikh 
Hammam Saeed's home 
where they were severely 
beaten for their alleged in- 


-volvement in the distribution 
of leaflets attacking Sheikh 
Saeed. 

. An eyewitness tipped the 
police wjbo entered the Saeed 
residence 

Sheikh Saeed was brought 


Hammam Saeed and 
another member of the IAF, 
candidate Mohammad Abu 
Fans also from the Fifth Dis- 
trict, were expelled from a 
public rally Saturday in 
Sweileh at which both 
claimants were present. 

The audience threw out the 
two candidates because they 
disagreed with the views 
being discussed at the meet- 
ing which was attended by 
the two victims of the assault. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised fo verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 


"ir Exhibition of recent paintings by artist Ammar K hammash 
at Darat Al Funun of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Founda- 
tion in Jabal Luweibdeh. Also showing, the permanent 
exhibition (Saturday-Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.) 

•Cr Art exhibition by a group of artists al Orfali Art Gallery 
(telephone 64325172). 

* Art exhibition by artist Mustafa AE at Baladna Art Gallery. 

* Art exhibition by artist Sa'di Al Ka’bi at Alia Art Gallery 
(9:30-13:30 and 1500-1800). 

it Art exhibition by artist Mohammad Al Jaloos at the French 
Cultural Centre. 


it Art exhibition by artist Mohammad Abu Zraiq entitled 
“Views” at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of ceramics and coloured glass by artists Khalid 
Mahafzah and Basel Tarawneh at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 


FILMS 

☆ Short film in French entitled “Le Diner Des Busies” at the 
French Cultural Centre at 8:00 pan. 

☆ film ratified “Deltetessen” at the French Cultural Centre at 
8:00 p.m. 

LECTURES 


☆ Lecture entitled “Byzantine and Umayyad Palestine: The 
Strands of Continuity” by Dr. Irfan Shahid at the 
American Center of Oriental Research at 7:00 pjn. 


Sense of alienation’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


camp, said residents feel frus- 
trated with their poor stan- 
dard of living and they are 
very worried about their fu- 
ture after the implementation 
of the PLO-Israel accord. 

“They believe that these 
elections would not solve 
their problems,” she told the 
Jordan Times. 

The atmosphere in many 
Palestinian populated areas is 
probably more politically 
sophisticated, but the issue in 
common is that of direct ser- 
vices. Politicised banners 
have been almost non- 
existent in many camps, and 
there has been an absence of 
Palestinian issues, except for 
emphasis on national unity. 
Candidates have promised to 
go to any length in order to 
reconcile Palestinians right 
of return with their political 
and civil rights in Jordan. 

Mr. Shihdeh and Mr. Mas- 
ri agreed that the general 


feeling is that Palestinian 
issues are completely tackled 
by the PLO. so peoples' focus 
is on direct services and 


equality. 

Five women waiting at a 
public office in one Palesti- 
nian refugee camp discussed 
the elections and said they all 
registered for the vote, but 
only one would actually cast 
her ballot. 

“The previous Parliament 
did nothing to help us. When 
we knocked at the door of the 
deputy we voted for, he was 
always too busy to receive 
us.” said an elderly woman. 
AH said they wanted jobs for 
their sons and husbands, they 
wanted electricity, more wa- 
ter pumped to their houses, 
and more public services. 

*'We will vote for the 
candidate who can succeed in 
providing services to the 
camp.” one woman said. 

An electrician, resident of 
Madaba refugee camp, said 
he would vote for someone 
who "would facilitate our 


paperwork in government 
offices and departments." 

Mahmoud Saleh, a teacher 
and an active campaigner for 
the Islamic Action Front 
candidate in Baqaa camp 
Mohammad Oweidah, said 
' the Front decided to field a 
camp resident for the elec- 
tions "because the trend in 
the camp is to vote for a 
Palestinian candidate." This 
explains the larger number of 
Palestinian candidates run- 
ning for elections compared 
to 1989. 

“They should be voting for 
me as a Jordanian,” Mr. 
Masri said. 

But Mr. Shihdeh. widely 
known as the Fateh candidate 
in Baqaa camp, said people 
feel that a Palestinian, or a 
camp candidate who lives 
among his constituency and is 
in daily touch with them can 
be more responsive to their 
needs and can tetter under- 
stand their problems. 

Many argued that the 
atmosphere of anti- 
Palestinianism by Jordanian 
“likudnik” which accompa- 
nied the signing of the PLO- 


Israel accord has not helped 
to dispel their fears about 
being treated equally as 
Jordanian citizens. 

“To only have a (Jorda- 
nian) passport does not mean 
you are talking about an 
identity. We have to diffe- 
rentiate between the passport 
the paper, and the passport 
the identity,” Mr. Shihdeh 
said. “Palestinians living out- 
side Palestine have to exer- 
cise their existence, but not 
to forget their identity.” 

The 1948 refugees say 
although they realise that the 
PLO-Israel accord has con- 
ceded their right of return, 
they nevertheless still have 
hopes to return. They are 
uncertain about their future, 
and feel lost between think- 
ing of permanently improving 
tbeir status in Jordan and 
waiting to see how the imple- 
mentation of the PLO-Israel 
accord would affect them. 

“Certainly people are wor- 
ried about their future, but 
nobody gave them answers 
after the signing of the PLO- 
Israel agreement,'* Mr. 
Shihdeh said. 
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completed, says minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — Interior 
Minister Salameh Hammad 
Sunday briefed the directors 
of news agencies of Oman, 
Yemen and Palestine on pre- 
parations for today's (Mon- 
day) general elections. 

Mr. Hammad said the 
Ministiy of Interior has re- 
cruited 15,000 officials to 
help conduct and supervise 
the election process in the 
various governorates. 

Security and administrative 
measures have been com- 
pleted to facilitate the voting 
in a free and fair manner, 
said the minister. 

According to Mr. Ham- 
mad, more than 80 per cent 
of the 1,501,229 persons who 
registered to vote have col- 
lected their voting cards - to 
cast ballots. 

The minister, who re- 
viewed the country's par- 
liamentary life since the 
establishment of the Emirate 
of Transjordan, said the con- 
cerned authorities benefited 
from the 1989 elections ex- 
periment and improved the 
general procedures to ensure 
the success of the 1993 elec- 
tions. 

The visitors later toured 
the Ministry of Interior's, 



Interior Minister Safymeh Hammad Sunday 
briefs the directors (left to right) of the Pales- 
tine, Oman and Yemen news agencies on the 


Kingdom’s preparations for the general elec- 
tions (Petra photo) 


Central Information Pool 
which monitors the elections 
in various areas and visited 
the Central Operations 
Room which provides the 
AltbljS with information re- 


galed to the elections. 

The directors of the three 


news agenries later called at 
the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCCi where they . met 
Minister of Information 


Ma'an Abu Nowar who out- 
lined the arrangements by the 
radio and television to cover 
the elections and the services 
to be offered to the local and 
foreign media. 


Evolution of electoral history 


AMMAN (AP) — Monday’s 
parliamentary elections are 
tiie first multiparty polls in 
Jordan since 1956. They are 
part of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s programme of 
democratisation that makes 
Jordan one of the most open 
political systems in the Arab 
World. 

But the country has had a 
checkered political history 
since it was established by the 
British in 1921. Here are 
some highlights: 

February 1929 — British 
mandate state of Transjordap 
fibiifc 4 first 1 eiediohs for Leg;- . 

"February 1931 ~ Emir . 
Abdullah dismissed council 
after it refuses to pass 
budget, first of several 


clashes between Crown and 
legislature. 

October 1947 — First elec- 
tions in independent Trans- 
jordan for 20-member parlia- 
ment. opposition parties ban- 
ned. 

April 1950 — First elec- 
tions on both sides of Jordan 
River, after the union with 
the West Bank, for 40-man 
parliament. 

October 1954 — Riots 
erupt after fraud-marred 
elections. 

October 1956 — Most 
opeuj^qtffofc.ta .date.gwies.: 
leftists. about of 40-seats;.' 

Ap^,19v.TtT>JCingi crushes; 
attempted coup, suspends: f 
parliament and bans parties 
parliament revived in 1961. 

April 1967 — Last elec- 


tions on both banks of Jordan 
River. Israel captures West 
Bank in June 1967 war. Gov- 
ernment imposes martial law. 


November 1974 — Parlia- 
ment gives King power to 
dissolve legislature and delay 
voting since elections cannot 
be held in Israeli-occupied 
West Bank. Women get vote. 
King dissolves parliament af- 
ter recognising PLO as 
Palestinians' sole representa- 
tive. 


April 19. 1989 — Riots 
over soaring prices and poli- 
tical freedoms. Cabinet res- 
igns. King launches liber- 
alisation programme. 


July 5, 1989 — Gov- 
ernment announces new law 
for 80-Tnember parliament 
from East Bank only. 

Nov. 8, 1989 — Jordan's 
freest elections held. Muslim 
fundamentalists capture 23 
seats, largest bloc in parlia- 
ment. 


Januaiy 1984 — Parlia- 
me»t revived West- Barriede^i 
puties appointed, but Eas£ 
Banfe- members are elected.- ; * 
'-"July 31, 1988 — Jordaif* 
renounces cteims to West 
Bank, paving way for East 
Bank — only elections. 


July 7, 1991 — King abo- 
lishes martial Jaw. 

cSept. 1,-1992 .— N ( ew law 
allowing \ political parties 
takes effefiE?' ; ■ 

Aug. l6f 1993 — King in- 
troduces one-person, one- 
vote law. 


Candidates less interested in poverty, 
unemployment, economists assert 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special fo the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The poverty 
and unemployment issues 
which were hotly debated in 
the last parliament received 
much less interest and enthu- 
siasm from the candidates in 
their election platforms, for- 
mer Finance Munster Basel 
Jardaneh told the Jordan 
Times after the campaigns 
died down Sunday night. 

Although some candidates 
took up these two issues late 
in the campaign, references 
to poverty and unemploy- 
ment were only made in 
general terms, the former 
minister said, adding that no 
candidate outlined how 
he/she would , tackle these 
problems. 

“The campaigns offered no 
specific economic solutions 
and even had no substance in 
them,” Mr. Jardaneh pointed 
out. “There was no real plat- 
form to show how to go about 
the development proposed by 
the candidates.” 

He said, however, that the 


next parliament should not 
be seen as weak from an 
economic perspective. - 

“I would say it could be on 
the level like the last one,” he 
said. 

Industry and Trade Minis- 
terBassam Al Saket said that 
based on the lack of depth in 
the economic issues raised 
during the election campaign, 
the next parliament will not 
have an economic strength. 

Dr. Saket chose to describe 
the new parliament as “lack- 
ing the economic specialisa- 
tion" and, as such a govern- 
ment with a strong economy 
team will have no problem 
dealing with the Lower 1 
House based on solid facts 
and figures. 


as only generalisation and, in 
some cases, “bait for the 
voter.” 

He said he felt sorry that 
no candidate offered to build 
on what has teen economi- 
cally achieved so far, noting 
that the Kingdom had made 
significant and remarkable 
progress under the structural 
adjustment programme. 

“We should stop viewing 
things through dark glasses,” 
be cautioned. 


pointed out. 

Dr. Fariz said he was also 
heartened to note in various 
election programmes the in- 
creased awareness and the 
higher attention accorded to 
the agricultural and industrial 
sectors. 


The industry and trade 
minister said the candidates 


Abdalla . Al Malki, 
director-general of the Asso- 
ciation of Banks in Jordan, 
was brief in his comment, 
saying only that political de- 
velopments have had many 
manifestations in the election 
campaign and will be replete 
on the economic scene also. 


He said be thought the 
campaign slogans were ba- 
lanced and recognised the 
link between social problems 
of poverty and unemploy- 
ment and the need for higher 
productivity. 


only raised general economic 
slogans that did not go deep. 
He said that even certain 
economic solutions were con-' 
tradictory such as those refer- 
ring to encouraging invest- 
ment. 

Dr. Saket saw many of the 
slogans put to the electorate 


Planning Minister Ziyad 
Fariz said the slogans- related 
to the economy during this 
campaign were less radical 
than in the 1989 campaign. 

“It was noticeable that 
there were no slogans for any 
candidate criticising the 
(IMF-sponsored) economic 
adjustment programme,” he 


He noted though that there 
were no clear economic poli- 
cies or practical measures in 
the programmes of the candi- 
dates. 

According to Dr. Fariz, the 
first real test for the new 
deputies will be economic as 
they have to debate the^ 
budget for next year. \ 

He said the debate over the ] 
budget, as the economic poli- 
cy of the government and as 
its economic doctrine — “the 
whole economy" — would be 
a test for the economic think- 
ing of the deputies. 


But voting for a Palestinian 
candidate will not necessarily 
be the only pattern of voting 
in today's elections because 
in several districts. Palesti- 
nians support an East Jorda- 
nian candidate. 

“An East Jordanian depu- 
ty can better defend the 
Palestinians' case in Parlia- 
ment because he would be 
better connected to the pow- 
er centres than a Palesti- 
nian,” said a professor at 
Jordan University, who did 
not want to be identified any 
further. 


r Intellectuals and wealthier 
Jordanians of Palestinian ori- 
gin have shown relatively 
more interest and enthusiasm 
in the election campaign. 
Many would vote for liberal 
and moderate candidates, re- 
gardless of their origin. 

Mr. Masri believes that 
Palestinians will be voting in 
big numbers in the Third 
District, an upper middle 
class area, where he is seek- 
ing reelection. 

“It is known that in any 
democracy, the lower income 
families are. usually the least 


interested in elections," Mr. 
Masri said. 

If you see lack of interest in 
important political issues. 
Mr. Masri added, it is be- 
cause many people feel that 
these issues are derided with- 
out them. “That is why. on 
the whole, people’s main 
focus is on direct services." 

Observers also noted the 
dispersion of the Palestinian 
vote, which could end up 
weakening many of their 
candidates. 

Some attributed this to the 
application of the one- 
person. one-vote formula. 
The new voting system has 
not only contributed to the 
fragmentation of the Jorda- 
nian clans, it has also led to 
divisions within and among 
Palestinian families. 
Although the clannish trend 
and loyalty is less obvious 
among Palestinians, their 
candidates have followed 
almost a similar pattern as 
the East Jordanians in 
attracting voters. A Palesti- 
nian candidate's support 
comes from his family and its 
links with other Palestinian 


families as well as depend- 
ence on family-geographic in- 
fluence. - - 


Returnees more apathetic 


Of the 350,000 Jordanians 
of Palestinian origin who 
were expelled from Kuwait 
and the Gulf during the Gulf 
‘ crisis, there seems to be even 
less enthusiasm to vote, 
observers said. 

Some leaders of the retur- 
nees complained they had to 
push hand to convince them 
to exercise their voting. right, 
one which many will be doing 
for the first time. 

Journalist Tawfiq Abu 
Baker, a returnee from 
Kuwait, said he expected "a 
low percentage to vote be- 
cause they still feel unjnte- 
grated and unaccepted by the 
Jordanian society.” 

When returnees arrived to 
Jordan, they complained of 
alienation and many still find 
it difficult to relate to a com- 
pletely different society 
which looks upon them as 
outsiders. Mr. Abu Baker 
said. 


Even the intellectuals said 
they feel estranged, although 
this group as well as the 
businessmen have been the 
most forthcoming and in- 
terested in going to the polls. 


“The trend among these is 
to vote for the moderate and 
literal candidates." Mr. Abu 
Baker said, adding that “in 
Kuwait, the Islamic trend was 
almost non-existent; there-, 
fore, returnees most likely 
would vote for moderation.” 


Many of the returnees ex- 
pressed support for the PLO- 
Israel accord and a peaceful 
settlement in general. 

“Due to our suffering dur- 
ing rhe Gulf crisis, and the 
feeling that we do not belong 
anywhere, many of us are 
thinking of returning to the 
occupied territories when the 
PLO-Israel accord is im- 
plemented.” said one retur- 
nee- 

And due to their experi- 
ence and suffering from the 
outcome of the Gulf war. 
most would not vote for a 
candidate who continued to 
support the regime in Iraq. 




Opinion & Analysis 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1993 


fg* s 


Jordan Times 


An ■■Irpp.piltii Arab potaol d*K pMM w Eji*U4i h* Ac Jontan Pica FowxUimn 
EsuHnhed MT> 

i^yi ) ■ — j ; — y« _» tv. .a — “/■ •-* ^-c 


Chairman of the Board of Directors: 
MAHMOUD AL KAYED 


Director General: 
MOHAMMAD AMAD 


Editor-In-Chief : 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 


Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Iordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 AJLRA1 JO 
Facsimile: 696183 

77>e Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
■Jordan Times advertising department. 


Awesome task ahead 


WHETHER JORDANIANS will turn out in 
strength today to elect their 12th Parliament will 
only be clear when balloting ends this evening. 
Indications are that the percentage of those who. 
registered for this year’s elections is almost identical 
to that of 1989, while the percentage of those who 
collected their cards to the registered is about six 
points lower this time than in the last elections. If we 
are to go by the trend of 1989, less than 40 per cent 
of the Kingdom’s eligible voters will cast their 
ballot. Adding to this the number of all 18-year 
olds, the army personnel and expatriates, who are 
deprived of the right to vote in accordance with the 
current Elections Law, that would bring the percen- 
tage closer to 30 per cent 

This certainly is a very low percentage for a 
nation always thought of as highly politicised. Yet 
the people could not be blamed for the apathy 
projected in these elections. Many factors most have 
contributed to this state of affairs. Decades of 
curtailment of political association, a strong central 
government and four years of parliamentary life 
that changed tittle in the life of average Jordanians, 
have all contributed to the lack of interest in the 
elections. 

However, this should not discourage us. What is 
needed in the next four years is a strong, credible 
and progressive government that would compensate 
for the expected conservative Parliament. In the 
absence of a strong opposition, the regime will have 
a free han d in pursuing peace and at the same time 
consolidating the foundations of progressive and 
enlightened, democracy. Recent government prom- 
ises of decentralisation must, be translated into 
concrete grassroot and official action by allowing 
for the free election of local government. Laws, even 
those passed by the previous Parliament, should be 
liberalised and their application made more demo- 
cratic. Economic mismanagement, including gov- 
ernment monopoly on certain goods and subsidy of 
others, are impediments to economic growth that 
should be addressed and rectified. The role of the 
Follow-up and Inspection Department needs to be 
broadened and enhanced to guard against corrup- 
tion and economic acrobatics that in the past had 
landed the country in half a decade of economic 
trouble. 

His Majesty the King has chosen to remind 
everyone at a recent address to army officers that he 
is the head of the three branches of government: the 
executive, the legislature and the judiciary. The 
King, on many other occasions recently, reaffirmed 
this country’s strong commitment to democracy. He 
chose to renew this pledge on the eve of the elections 
when on Saturday he received the founding mem- 
bers of the Centre for the Study of Freedom, 
Democracy and Human Rights in the Arab World 
and asserted his “full conviction that no nation can 
face the challenges, escape darkness, oppression 
and ignorance and attain enlightenment and know- 
ledge without freedom, democracy and respect for 
h uman rights.” 

What His Majesty’s next government and the 
Parliament should do is strive to translate that 
commitment into real action. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i daily Sunday hailed a call by the 
emir of Bahrain. Sheikh Issa Ben Salman A1 Khalifa, on Arab 
states to end their differences as a very constructive step. 
Following in the footsteps of the president of the United Arab 
Emirates, the emir of Bahrain has voiced concern over the 
divisions in the Arab World and urged Arab leaders to unite 
their ranks in the face of the crucial stage through which the 
Arab Nation is passing, said Bader Abdul Haq. The emir’s, 
call, which followed a similar one by the ruler of Qatar, is a 
call on the Arabs to reinitiate their collective action and patch 
up their differences so that they can deal with the common 
challenges facing their nation, added the writer. Citing the 
case of Iraq as one around which the Arab could end their 
differences, the writer said that the Iraqi people have suffered 
so much and for so long and it is in the power of the Arab 
countries to end this suffering and end the embargo that 
deprives the Iraqis of the basic necessities. The Arabs ought to 
terminate their sanctions on the Iraqi people and free Iraq 
from the shackles of poverty and deprivation as a first step 
towards resuming normal relations, demanded the writer. 


ARAFAT HIJAZI. a columnist in Sawl A! Shaab daily 
tackled the question of Jewish settlements and their continued 
presence on Arab lands of Palestine. The Israeli prime 
minister has repeated to the PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat the 
fact that the Jewish state can by no means accept a Palestinian 
state to be established in the liberated Arab lands, said Arafat 
Hijazi. The writer said that the Israeli government wants to 
keep the Jewish settlements in place and wants the Israeli 
forces to stay in order to protect these settlements, which 
means that the Israelis are determined to stay in the occupied 
Arab lands. The Israeli government criticised the PLO for 
suspending the talks at Taba claiming that the Palestinians are 
following tactics and stands that are not compatible with the 
PLO-Israeli agreement signed on Sept. 13, said Hijazi. But in 
fact, the PLO is taking a firm stand vis-a-vis the Israeli position 
and procrastinations and is determined to have full control 
over the Gaza Strip and the Jericho area, as a first stage 
towards the full implementation of the agreement. He said 
there is danger in the presence of the Jewish settlements on 
Ar. land and all efforts should be made to end their presence 
for good. 



The other side of Parliament 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Jordanians head 
for their first multi-party 
elections since 1956 with 
mixed feelings; and some of 
them are still trying to deter- 
mine which candidate to vote 
for. 

People interviewed at ran- 
dom by the Jordan Times 
expressed their disappoint- 
ment with the previous Par- 
liament and said they did not 
expect anything to be accom- 
plished by today’s elected 

A retired businessman 
criticised the new election 
formula of one-person, one- 
vote and said this system is 
going to weaken the election 
process and will not serve 
people’s interests. 

“I wonder what these new 
elections will achieve,' said 
Abdul Aziz Zakkout. 

“I would have preferred to 
see elections limited to the 
political parties, because at 
least it will combine more 
than 100 people with similar 
ideas.” 

The 63-year-old man told 
the Jordan Times that he was 
out of the country during the 
period of voter registrations, 
but said that if he had reg- 
istered he would vote for a 


lawyer, because such a candi- 
date would know how to 
argue bis case in Parliament. 

Zalti Abu Loughod, 65, a 
jewellery shop owner in Jabal 
Hussein, said be was willing 
to vote for any candidate 
regardless of bis beliefs as 
long as he felt this candidate 
was willing to accomplish 
something for this country. 

A retired businessman who 
had returned recently from 
Kuwait said he was going to 
vote for his neighbour be- 
cause he said he preferred to 
vote for someone he knew 
rather than for a candidate he 
did not know at all. 

Jordan University students 
who were interviewed by the 
Jordan limes, however, had 
negative feelings towards the 
old and the expected new 
Parliament as well, and most 
of them criticised the pre- 
vious Parliament for not 
accomplishing anything for 
the Jordanian people and not 
serving Jordan’s interests. 

Hussen Abdul Fatah, a 
third year law student, said 
he was registered in the 
Second District and was de- 
termined to vote for Abdul 
Minem Abu Zant (a Muslim) 
who in 1989 “fulfilled all his 
promises.” 

Mr. Abdul Fatah main- 
tained that he had faith that 


candidate Abu Zant’s top 
priorities are people’s in- 
terests and demands. 

A fifth year engineering 
student, with a temporary 
passport (could not vote), 
said even if he was able to 
vote he would not do so 
because he said the 1989 Par- 
liament was a big disappoint- 
ment for the Jordanian peo- 
ple. 

“If I had the chance to 
vote, I wouldn’t, and I would 
boycott it (the elections) be- 
cause it is a waste of time,” 
said the student, who prefer- 
red to remain anonymous. 

He said the 1939 elections 
proved worthless, and the 
Parliament was just a name 
and served no purpose. 


“I don't have any hope m 
this newly elected Parlia- 
ment, especially that all the 
political issues are controlled 
internally and externally by 
the government anyway, and 
regular citizens don't have a 
say." 

Other students shared the 
same feelings, and some had 
no interest in elections and 
considered election day as 
any other regular day. 

U I am not going to vote 
because I never voted before, 
and I don’t have any interest 
in it at all,” said a graduate 



By large, university students appeared apathetic to Monday's elections (Photo by 
AyasAey Floyd) 


student who was visiting the 
university. 

An English literature stu- 
dent who is registered in Zar- 
qa said she is debating 
whether to vote or not be- 
cause she said she does not 
feel that the last Parliament 
has served a purpose, and she 
does not expect an outcome 
from this Parliament. 

“I am still thinking about 
voting, but I doubt that I will 


do it, and if I decide to vote I 
will vote for candidate Nadia 
Bushnaq,” said the student 
who preferred not to be iden- 
tified. 

An Arabic literature stu- 
dent who also cbose anonym- 
ity, blamed families for dis- 
couraging their family mem- 
bers from voting this year. 
She added that this genera- 
tion cannot distinguish be- 
tween what is right and what 


is wrong. v 

“Most students I spoke tc4 
said they were not encour- 
aged to vote because some 
did not know anything about ’■ *- 
elections or what is going 
on,” said the third year stu- 
dent. 


“Other students told me, 
‘what would this new Parlia- 
ment do that the previous 
Parliament did not do?” 


Tafileh could be won by new faces Northern Jordan Valley up for grabs 


(Continued from page 1) 


where, in Zarqa. as an inde- 
pendent Islamist. 

The switch by Mr. Khalafat 
was apparently necessitated 
by his falling out with the 
Brotherhood over two issues. 
The first was over the former 
deputy's position on a cor- 


on the other hand, is not 
expected to do so well. 

This is largely due to 
perception by his constituents 
that he did not do enough for 
them while a member of Par- 
liament. 


niption case involving a fel- 
low citizen from Tafileh 


heard by the previous Parlia- 
ment. The second was over 
Mr. Khalafat's stance on the 
Gulf crisis and war, which 
favoured Saudi Arabia and 
the other Gulf countries. 

Dr. Akayleh, a former 
minister of education and the 
official Islamic Action From 
(IAF) candidate, remains a 
strong contender, even 
though there is a chance he 
could be upset by a surprise 
winner. Dr. Akayleh won the 
highest number of votes in 
this district in 1989 when he 
received 4.587 votes out of 
the 15.300 cast. 

But then Dr. Akayleh. 
who is a prominent leader of 
the IAF and its assistant 
secretary general, had no-one 
running against him in his 
home town turf of Aimeh, a 
town which has 5.000 voters. 
Three other candidates are 
now contesting his seat and 
one in particular, fellow 
clansman Rateb Saud, is said 
to have good chances of win- 
ning the majority of the votes 
in Aimeh. 

Mr. Saud is affiliated to the 
A! Ahd Party. Although not 
officially running on a party 
ticket his dose affiliation to 
the party and its leader. 
Karak candidate Abdul Hadi 
Majali, is "understood” by 
Tafileh voters. 

IAF officials on Sunday 
sounded confident that Dr. 
Akayleh. who as minister of 
education stirred controversy 
by supporting segregation of 
sexes in Jordanian schools, 
would win his bid for reelec- 
tion. 

Incumbent Ghababsheh. 


Mr. Ghababsheh’s seat 
could well be filled by 
another leftist candidate. 
-Mohammad Daoudieh, who 
is counting on winning votes 
from both the urban dwellers of 
Tafileh as well as from the 
rural population. 

The chances of Mr. 
Daoudieh are said to be 
"very good” since he is per- 
ceived to enjoy influential 
finks in Amman and good 
standing in .the. Tafileh .area 
itself. Mr. Daoudieh. a daily 
columnist for A1 Dustour 
Arabic newspaper, had work- 
ed as chief of the press de- 
partment at the Royal Court 
before he quit to run for this 
campaign and take up his old 
job at the paper. 


"They believe that he will 
be able to get things done for 
people in Tafileh." one local 
observer said. 

“People here care about 
jobs, healthcare and services. 
So, they will elect doers and 
not preachers.” the observer 
added in obvious reference to 
the Islamists. 

Dr. Mohammad Oran, 
another urban candidate who 
lost his bid for a parliamen- 
tary seat in 1989. is running 
again, but this time as secret- 
ary general of the United 
Arab Democratic Party, 
known as Waed. The party is 
a grouping of pan-Arab 
nationalists with liberal and 
left-of-centre leanings, which 
was originally founded by 
former minister Jamal Shaer 
in Amman. 

Dr. Oran, who hails from a 
prominent family and is said 
to be a serious contender for 
one of the three seats, had 
insisted that the rotational 
leadership of the party be his 
on election day. according to 
fellow party members in Am- 


man. 

"Dr. Oran felt he had a 
better chance of winning a 
seat for himself and his party 
in Tafileh if on election day 
he could tell his constituents 
that he is head of a party.” 
Dr. Shaer said. 

But very few people are 
running on party tickets in 
Tafileh. "Parties are not 
popular yet: in fact they 
could hurt one's election 
chances.” said candidate 
Daoudieh. who himself res- 
igned from the Jordan Arab 
Democratic Party, a party he 
helped found several months 
before the campaign. 

f ... XeveffopJcsSjr^- fapdi^ate 

... ofjhe Jo.c^niqQpBRW)? Ar* b 
Socialist Party." Ayed 
Amareh, who is counting on 
winning his dan's 2.500 votes 
is also running on a political 
platform. 

Those who are opposed to 
the politicisation of the cam- 
paign base their opposition 
on the feeling that both the 
clan's dout and loyalties will 
only suffer if a rise of political 
parties sets in. 

"It's either the tribe or the 
party, and people here prefer 
the tribe.” said Najib 
Daoudieh. 


(Continued from page 1) 


Half of the 17 candidates in 
Tafileh are rural tribal candi- 
dates. but only three have 
any real chance of getting 
elected. These are Dr. 
Akayleh; Mr. Saud. and a 
Mr. Salameh Odat, who hails 
from the town of Ain A1 
Baida (4.500 votes). 

There is another clan 
candidate. Mahmoud Shaba- 
tat. who is challenging Mr. 
Odat for the town's big votes, 
and both could lose if the 
vote is split between them. 

This leaves the race to be 
won by three of the five 
strongest candidates. Mr. 
Daoudieh. Dr. Akayleh. Dr. 
Oran. Mr. Saud and Mr. 
Amareh. 


Chazi Amryeen is AJ Ra’i's 
correspondent in Tafileh. 


votes. 

In 1989, Abdul Majeed 
Shraydeh won with 7,628 
votes which he gathered from 
his immediate relatives and 
those related to the Shraydeh 
family by marriage and 
lineage. The only other 
candidate from the same 
family, Yousef, an ophthal- 
mologist, came off the last 
but one among the 18 candi- 
dates with a mere 376 votes. 

This time around, the com- 
petition among the Shraydeh 
family is not going to be an 
.qasy pne. since Abdul-. Ma- 
jfeed ts” running ‘against his 
bro&er Yousefanil Ins uncle 
• Abdul Aziz, a senior IAF 
member. According to obser- 
vers, a large percentage of 
die Shraydehs favour Abdul 
Aziz. 

In addition to the fact that 
Abdul Aziz is backed by the 
IAF, his professional record 
as director of the Basbeer 
and Zarqa hospitals and 
finally Zarqa Health Depart- 
ment before Ms resignation 
to run for elections are major 
elements expected to con- 
vince voters to cast their bal- 
lots in his favour, the obser- 
vers say. 

The immediate votes that 
Abdul Aziz appears to have 
secured are estimated at ab- 
out 2,500 from the Shraydehs 
and their relatives by mar- 
riage, mainly the Zoubis, and. 
Bani Yassin, from the middle 
villages which include Deir 
Abi Saed, Juffein, Kufr 
Alma, Ashrafiyeh, Trbneta 
and Luggein. 

The one Zoubi candidate, 
Abdallah, a bus driver, com- 
es last on the list of both 
observers and voters, “main- 
ly and simply because of Ms 
background,” as one Kourah 
resident put it. 

Abdul Aziz is also ex- 
pected to win over some 
votes from the Bani Yassin 
family, whose votes are split 
among their own candidate 


Ali, whose chances in win- 
ning are very slim and Abdul 
Aziz and Abdul Majeed 
Shraydeh. 

Ahmad A1 Khatib, the 
other IAF candidate also en- 
joys the support of bis village 
Jdetta, with 4,032 voters, as 
well as some sundry votes 
from the other southern vil- 
lages such as Kufr Rakeb, 
Kufr Abeel, Beit Eidess and 
Kufr A wan, wMch have a 
total of 6,975 votes. 

While the residents of Beit 
Eidess held a meeting late 
Sunday to decide on how 
they should be voting, die 
votes in Abeel and Kufr 
■ ' Awan are -divided among the 
. .two IAF . candidates, and 
Mohammad Khashashneh, a 
retired army general, as well 
as Mr. Thuheirat. 

The villages of the north; 
Sammon*, Kufr Kefia, Zmal 
and Jeneen Safa, with a total 
of about 6,000 votes are also 
divided between the three 
Shraydeh candidates, along 
with Mahmoud Keilani and 
Khaled and Ah Masa'deh. 

Coming in third in the 
'order of competition follow- 
ing the two IAF candidates is 
Mahmoud Keilani (Raba- 
‘ba'h), a doctor, who accord- 
ing to observers stands a very 
good chance of winning with 
the support of some villages 
.in foe north and south, unlike 
foe other RababaTi candi- 


date, Mahmoud, who is a 
mosque preacher. 

The chances of the two 
Masa’deh candidates, Khaled 
and Ali, according to obser- 
vers, are not very promising.^ .. 

In the Jordan Valley, • : 
where the number of voters is 
about 36,116, the seven ‘J 
candidates enjoy the backing 
of tbeir families. One of 
them, Mahmoud Bishtawi, 
whose family boasts 4,000 
votes, is counting on the sup- 
port of Fateh sympathiser*. : * 
Incumbent Thuheirat is 
counting on the support of his 
and other families with which - 
the Thuheirats had formed 
. alliances In order to ensue 
•; their son a seat bade a Par- ' - 
■ Hament. “ 

• Another strong candidate- ~ 
is Hatem Gbzawi, who in 
1989 got 3,798 votes and 
according to observers, and . 
who along with Mr. Bishtawi ~ 
are using the strategy of 
undermining the achieve- 
ments of the two former 
candidates in attempts to Imre 
voters to their side. 

Second-line runners are . 
the Mohammad Rayahneh, - 
Mithqal Zeinati, Mahmoud 
Abbadi and MijMm Zbeidi, - 
whose chances of winning . 
appear to be slim. 


Nasser Shraydeh is AJ Ra’i's 
correspondent in Kourah and 
the northern Jordan Valley 


LETTERS 


For the record 


To the Editor: 


Lamis K. Andoni is mistaken or has been misled in her 
coverage of some of the First District candidates in foe Jordan 
Times of Nov. 6, 1993. 

First, Mr. Abu Jamous's first name is Hammad and not 
Hamed. - 


Centrists, traditionalists likely majority 


Second, the Da'aja tribe has three main tribes; over 500 , ' 
members of these, comprising sheiks, members of various ifo. 
professions and local leaders who represent thousands of -li ' 
people, met on May 13, 1993, and unanimously elected Mr. 
Hammad Abu Jamous to contest the election as their only 
candidate. This was reported in Al Ra’i newspaper some time ’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


Independent Islamists 


Amman: 

First District: Ali Faqir*, 
Theib Abdullah, Khalil Ibra- 
him Abu Touq; Ahmad 
Awaysheh. 

Second District: Jamal Ma'la- 
wani (Muslim Brother), 
Tayseer Ghosheh (Do’aa), 
Issa Abu Bakr. 

Third District: Sami Najjar, 
Mazen Nasri Riyal. 

Fifth District: Mohammad 
Kheir Kilani, Yusuf Abu 
Baker (Do'aa), 

Sixth District: Abdul Majid 
Al Aqtash, 

Irbid: Abdul Magid Ali 
Azzam, Ali Abui Basal, 
Yusuf Khasawneh, Moham- 
mad Alawneh*, Abdul Raz- 
zaq Tbeishat. 

Ajioun: Jamil Bani Ata, 
Mohammad Salim Momani, 
Balqa: Mohammad Awam- 
leh, Abdullah Riyalat, Ali 
Ad wan, 

Zarqa: Fou’ad Khalafat*, 
Ahmad Abu Qa’oud, Abdul 
Baqi Jam mo*, Ziad Moham- 
mad Abu Mahfouz*. 

Karak: Yusuf Mubeideen*. 
Jamal Saraireh*, Amin 
Mohammad Btoush, Jamal 


Abu Nowwas, Mtair 
Bustanji*, Atef Mohammad 
Btoush*, Mahmoud 
Huweimel*. 

Tafileh: Mahmoud Shbatat 


Former deputies 


The lATs candidates: 


Koura and Jordan Valley: 
Abdul Aziz Shreideh, 
Ahmad AJ Khatib. 

Ajioun: Dei fall ah Momani. 
Mafraq: Musa Shdeifax. 
Northern Bedouins: Fans 
Madbi. 

Irbid: Ahmad Kofahi*, 
Abdul Rahim ‘Akour*, Has- 
sasn Al Tal, Kayed Al 
Omari. 


Karak: Ahmad Kasasbeh, 
Adnan Al Majali, Abdullah 
Al Majali, Hussein Taraw- 
neh. 

Tafileh: Abdullah Akaileh*. 
Ma’an: Badr Riati, Lafi 
Qaba'a, Mohammad Qaram- 
seh. 


Mr. Brayseh received no; vote at this gathering. 
1 ™ rd ;. fivc months later, in October, Mr. Brayseh received 
,°? H members of a small group caning itself 
“45 and ’ therefore, he introduced himself 
offiaalcandidate only of this group and not of the 
was veiy dear in the statement they issued 
.jxll Therefore , the official and only candidate for the Da’aja 
tribes is Hammad Abu Jamous. 


* Deputies in the 1989-1993 
parliament (16) 


Hammad Abu Jamous, 
Amman. 


Amman: 

First District: Abdul Aziz 
Jaber* 

Second District: Hamzeh 
Mansour*. Abdul Min'em 
Abu Zant* 

Third District: Ibrahim Kila- 
ni 

Fourth District: Mohammad 
Maharmeh 

Fifth District: Hammam 
Sa’eed *; Mohammad Abu 
Fares*, Nimr Al Assaf, 
Daoud Qojak*. 

Madaba: Abdul Hafiz A! 
Alawi*, Mohammad 
Khreibai Azaideh*. 

Jerash: Suleiman Rahnoni. 
Balqa: Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat*. Mohammad 
Aweideh, Na'el Masalheh, 
Ibrahim Khreisat*. 

Zarqa: Theib Anis*, Bassam 
‘Emoush, Mohammad Ai- 
Haj*. 


Number of IAF candidates expected to win 


Constituency 
Amman 
First District 
Second District 
Third District 
Fourth District 
Fifth District 
Sixth District 
Jerash 
Balqa 
Zarqa 
Koura 
Ajioun 
Mafraq 

Northern Bedouins 

Irbid 

Karak 

Tafileh 

Ma'an 


Min. Max Expected 


Secretaries of all sorts 


To the Editor: 


While admitting that I enjoy reading E. Yagbi’s columns, I I 
found the one about “The infamous secretary” (Jordan Times. 
Oct. 21-22. 1993) disappointing. 

Ms. Yaghi is, of course, entitled to her opinion, especially if ■ 
sne encountered secretaries like the one she describes. But it 
does not follow that all could be labeled as air-headed, caring ■ 
only about their good looks. 

It is an insult to all capable, hard-working secretaries 
Jordan and elsewhere. 

I, therefore, agree with Ms. Hadidi's comments, whicht 
after thorough reading, in no way seem to accuse Ms. Yaghi ©f - 
being unpatriotic because of her writing. 

I believe we could take Ms. Yaghi’s column os a piece of. 
constructive criticism that could only benefit the. society. . 


Paulette Muubarak, 
P.O. Box 3060, 
Amman. 




Featu 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1993 5 


UNRWA report 
Welcomes prospects 
for change 


United Nations Relief and 
works Agency (UNRWA) 
Commissioner-General liter 
Turkmen expresses the hope 
mat the signing of the Declara- 
tion of Principles between the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
non and Israel on Sept. 13, 
marks a turning point in 
me region and in the West 
Bank and Gaza in particular. 1 * 
his preface to UNRWA’s 
Annual Report to the United 
Nations General Assembly re- 
leased on Oct 5 in New York, 
Mr. Turkmen says that “the 
real significance of this report 
lies in the fact that it under- 
scores how vital it was to reach 
such an agreement.” He also 
voices hope that “the report — 
which indudes the period be- 
tween 1 July 1992 and 30 June- 
1993 — covers an era which 
has gone forever.” 

Daring 1992, more than 45 
per cent of UNRWA funds 
were devoted to education, 
Mr. Turkmen reported. Nearly 

393.000 elementary and prepa- 
ratory pupils were enrolled in 
-foe agency's 641 schools. Ab- 
out 4,500 students received 
trade, technical and vocational 
training in the agency’s eight 
centres daring the year. The 
agency took initial steps to 
upgrade the qualifications of 
teachers by replacing its ex- 
isting two-year teacher training 
courses with a four-year uni- 
versity-level course. 

Over 20 per cent of agency 
expenditure was on health. 
The effectiveness of UN- 
RWA's primary health care 
services wa s con firmed by a 
recent UNICEF study which 
found that infant and child 
mortality rates among resi- 
dents in refugee camps, most 
of whom receive health care 
from UNRWA, were signifi- 
cantly lower than for those 
living in towns and villages in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Relief and soda! services 
absorbed about 13 per cent of 
total agency expenditure dur- 
ing 1992, Mr. Turkmen re- 
ported. By June 1993, 6.5 per 
cent of the refugee population 
agency-wide qualified for spe- . 
aal assistance. Budgetary con- 
straints forced the agency to 
freeze the number of refugee 
families receiving special 
hardship assistance, including 
urgently needed shelter rehabi- 
litation, at fiie 1993 spending 
level. As a result of greater 
involvement by local com- 
munities, development prog- 
rammes for needy refugees, 
especially women and disabled 
people, were expanded during 
the year. 

Curfews, closures and plum- 
meting local incomes meant 
that the demand for emergency 
food aid greatly exceeded the 
amount budgeted for the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. At the 
’ end of Man* 1993, the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip were 
sealed from Israel. The closure 
cut off some 130,000 Palesti- 
nians from approximately 
S2.75 million per day in wages 
they had previously earned in 
Israel. UNRWA distributed its 
available stocks of flour to 

39.000 needy families in the 
West Bank and 120,000 fami- 
lies in Gaza and issued an 
emergency appeal for im- 
ported staples such as flour, 
rice and sugar. 

With many shelters built as 
temporary accommodation in 


the 1950s and 1960s, the bous- 
ing stock in refugee camps has 
deteriorated over the years, 
largely due to financial con- 
straints. The commissioner- 
general said that UNRWA 
estimates that about. 5,000 
shelters of families receiving 
special hardship assistance in 
the occupied territory urgently 
need 'major repair or recon- 
struction. Acute housing needs 
also exist in Lebanon, especial- 
ly for about 6,000 displaced 
Palestine refugee families. The 
agency only had funding to 
rehabilitate about 630 shelters 
throughout its area of opera- 
tions during the year. 
Emergency repairs were com- 
pleted to about 1,150 shelters. 

The agency's efforts to assist 
the local Palestinian economy 
continued to expand during the 
year, Mr. Turkmen said. By 
the end of June 1993, about 
S3.8 million had been dis- 
bursed in loans to over 180 
small and medium-sized 


businesses run by Palestinians, 
mainly in the west Bank and 


mainly in the west Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 


■PoOr environmental health 
conditions in refugee camps in 
the occupied territory and 
Lebanon represent one of the 
most serious health risks to 
refugees living in the camps. 
During the year, UNRWA 
established a new department 
of environmental affairs in 
Gaza and international consul- 
tants carried out a detailed 
study on strategic options to 
improve environmental health 
in the eight camps and adja- 
cent municipalities. In the 
West Bank, the agency con- 
tinued the construction of in- 
ternal sewage schemes in eight 
refugee camps. In Lebanon, 
UNRWA continued its efforts 
to raise some $12 million to 
implement its provisional 1991 
master plan to improve water 
supply and solid waste man- 
.agement in the camps. 


UNRWA disbursed $306 
million in its regular and spe- 
cial programmes serving some 
2.8 mflUoaregistered Palestine 
refugees during calendar year 
1992. Expenditure declined 
from $308.1 million in 1991. 
despite rising demand for ser- 
vices due to natural population 
increase and deteriorating 
socio-economic conditions. At. 
the beginning of 1993, UN- 
RWA projected a substantial 
budget shortfall which forced 
the agency to take austerity 
measures to contain expendi- 
ture. These measures, as well 
as additional contributions 
from some donors, helped to 
reduce the deficit. . 


Mr. Turkmen thanked the 
donor countries for their spon- 
taneous offers of financial sup- 
port since the signing of the 
Declaration of Principles to 
enable UNRWA to meet the 
challenges during the initial 
phase of the interim period. At 
the same time, he pointed out 
that “the -need for continued 
assistance for the Palestine re- 
fugees in Jordan, Lebanon, 
and the Syrian Arab Republic 
should not be overlooked.” 
The commissioner-general will 
present bis report to the Spe- 
cial Political and Decolonisa- 
tion Committee of the U.N. 
General Assembly which will 
consider the work of UNRWA 
during the third week of 
November. 


Ajloun could be closest race 


(Continued from page I) 


its members into a leading 
position in the polls today. 
Attempts to reach such con- 

• seosus were said to be under 
' way on Sunday evening. 

“There are conservative 
•voters, especially women, 

• who may vote Deifallah into 
. parliament,” said one obser- 
ver from Ajloun about the 
IAF candidate. 

But the Momani split is by 
no means the greatest or the 
largest in the Ajloun district. 
In Kufranjeh, the town with 
the single largest number of 
■votes in the district, seven 
’candidates are vying for the 
town’s 8,072 votes. One fron- 
trunner in the race is former 
Deputy Annab. But many 
here complain that Dr. 
Annab did not do enough for 
his district and those vowed 
to back his relative Farouk 
Annab. Three cousins from 
the Freihat clan are also 
vying for the votes in Kufran- 
jeh. 

Although Ah Zgoul the 
only one Muslim candidate 
running in Anjara, he is ex- 
pected to share the town’s 
5,715 votes with three Christ- 
ian candidates. Wadi 
Zuwaideh, Jamal Haddad 
and Majed Haddad. 

Two candidates from the 
Qudah dan in ‘Ain Janna, 
with 3,727 registered voters. 


are also expected to fight out 
a tough race with some obser- 
vers believing Ahamd 
Qudah, one of the two candi- 
ates from the village, gaining 
the upper hand over this riv- 
al- 

Two first cousins are run- 
ning among the eight Christ- 
ian candidates. Mazen A1 
Rabadi is running against 
Farah A1 Rabadi to win some 
of their clan’s 1,800 votes. 
Former Christian deputy for 
Ajlonn Jamal Haddad ' is 
backed by a slightly smaller 
clan. 

Other Christian candidates 
such as Naji Maqdash, Fahim 
Mazahreh and Farah Ayoub 
are all expecting to win dan. 
and other votes in Ajloun. 

“Many of the Christian 
candidates are professionals, 
lawyers and doctors, and they 
have done well in their neigh- 
bourhoods; Muslims whom 
they served may also vote for 
them and this makes predict- 
ing a winner more difficult,” 
said an observer in Ajloun. 

According to natives of 
Ajloun and election obser-. 
vers in the district, the fron- 
trunner in the race for the 
two Muslim seats, are 
Ahmad Qudah, Hassan Sma- 
di, Mohammad Saltern 
Momani, Detfallah Momani,- 
Ahmad Annab, Abdul Rafan 
A1 Freihat, Maan Freihat and' 
Jamil Bam Ata. 


Few more snips for next four years: 


Foul play should be preempted; 
Islamist sides with women while 


another wants to sell his house; 
philosophical support to cap it all 


TODAY JORDANIANS 
will head to the polls 40 
choose their representa- 
tives for the 12th Parlia- 
ment. This column will 
therefore cap a series of 
snippets and tidbits about 
campaign '93, which we 
hope readers and candi- 
dates alike have enjoyed, 
with their full sense of 
humour intact. Suitjari 
Hattab, a columnist ■ for 
the Al Ra’i Arabic daily 
who is close to the prime' 
minister, revealed to his 
readets yesterday an im- 
portant piece of news. Vo- ' 
ters who have been unable 
to collect their voting 
cards due to foul play by 
some candidates will be 
able to vote today if they 
can prove that they had 
initially registered for vot- 
ing and never received the 
needed document, Mr. 
Hattab quoted Dr. Majali 
as saying. Die columnist 
was also kind to tell us the 
story behind the . prime 
minister’s decision: “My 
friend. Dr. Abdul Rah- 
man Mango, is tired of 
running after his lost vote 
and he feels that the coip- 
puter people who told him 
to forget about voting 
have deprived him of his 
most important weapon in 
this era of democracy, so 
he will continue to look 
for his vote until he finds 
it. For moral considera- 
tions 1 will not name- the 
candidates — one of them 
.was, a former- -deputy.and . 
another served as a minis- 
. ter and deputy — who are 
facing cases in court over 
this issue. Some are most 
likely going to ask for a 
tribal peace offering after 
one family discovered that 
all their cards have been 
hidden by one of the 
candidates. The prime 
minister has been in- 
formed of these com- 
plaints — and he has 
already said that those 
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who have not picked up. 
their cards or whose cards 
•Btive been hidden by some 
1 candidates., can vote on 
Nov. . 8 with an official 
proof of identity as long as 
their names appear on vo- 
ter lists.” This move by 
the prime minister has not 
been announced officially, 
as for as our information 
tells us. But it augurs well 
for our elections: An im- 
portant tool of democracy 
is being returned by the 
government to the people 
from those who tried to 
steal it. 


ISLAMIC ACTION Front 
candidate Sheikh Abdul 
Munem Abu Zant must be 
‘really worried about 
reelection in his Second 
District or else he would 
not have resorted to such 
a dramatic move as to 
advertise the sale of his 
house in Arabic papers. In 
an ad published in local 
dailies yesterday. Sheikh 
Abu Zant placed his usual 
“Vote for me” advertise- 
ment, only to find right- 
under it the following ad 
also: “Hurry before it is 
too late. Candidate 


Campaign focused little on real issues 


(Continued from page 1) 


almost two weeks into the 
legal period allowed for cam- 
paigning, and by its initial 
handling of the PLO-Israel 
deal. 

With the absence of other, 
effective mechanisms of com- 
munications such as televi- 
sion, which is legally banned 
from promoting any political, 
group or airing political com-: 
mercials, rallies were the 
venues through which the 651 
candidates -in 1989 attacked 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF)-prescribed eco- 
nomic adjustment program- 
me and Israel and demanded 
more democracy and respect 
for human rights. 

This year, campaigning 
took place mainly through 
banners that hung above 
electricity poles ana shops, 
and private visits and meet- 
ings, until the Higher Court 
of Justice revoked the ban on 
public rallies on Sept. 28 and 
the campaigns picked tip 
steam. 

After receiving permission 
to. hold the rallies, indepen- 
dent leftist and Islamist 
candidates invited their fol- 
lowers to .public meetings 
that injected some life into 
the campaign. 

The mainly well-attended 


the restoration of Parliament 
as the means to end economic 
hardships and stamp out 
alleged government corrup- 
" tioft, voters, candidates and 
file government which was 
-charged with. supervising the 
elections in 1989 contributed 
to a lively election campaign 
in which hard economic and 
'political issues. took promin- 
, mice. 

.-.Only 555,398 out of 
.877,000 voters who collected 
their voting cards (out of a 
total of 12 million registered 
■voters) participated in the 
1989 elections but the low 
turnout was attributed, to the 
scepticism with which- some 
voters greeted the then new 
process. 

Four years after, a higher 
voter turnout is expected , but 
a lower .enthusiasm for the 
elections has already been 
demonstrated. 

• - Islamist and leftist parties 
hold the government re-’ 
sponsible for their failure to 
address issues as weighty as 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO)-Israel 
accord, the Jofdanian-Israeli 


agenda foj peace negotia- 
tions and the future of the 


tions and the future of the 
democratic process itself. 

They contend that the gov- 
ernment kept them at bay 
from their constituencies by 
banning public tallies until 


Self-rule talks resume 


(Continued Cron page 16) 


liked,” Mr. Ben-An told the 
Associated Press. 


in Cairo on Sunday. Mr. 
Arafat dbcu^ed international 
finandal support for Palesti- 
nian autonomy with U.S. 
Ambassador to Egypt Robert 
Pellet reau. 


■ The' talks focussed on the 
results of the first meeting last 
Friday of the ad hoc committee 
grouping donor countries, at 
the Paris offices of the World 
Bank. Mr. Arafat told repor- 


ters. 

The ad hoc committee was 
set up after 'the signing of the 
PLQ-Isracli autonomy deal in 
Washington on Sept.. 13. 

The committee; consists of 
the EC*, the TZuropcan Invest- 
ment B.ank. Canada. Japan. 
United States- Egypt. Israel. 
Russia. Saudi Arabia. Jordan. 
Tunisia.- the Gulf C ooperutioo 
Council, the United Nations. 
Pulesiiniari representatives, 
and the World Bank — the 
latter acting us secrelurkU. 


rallies, however, were seen to 
have done little to help the 
divided left improve its 
chances at the polls. 

The 36 Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) candidates told 
supporters at their rallies that 
they were the target of a 

- campaign aimed at reducing 
their representation at the 
House but their fiery 
speeches are not expected to 
guarantee more than 20 of 
them success in their bid for 
election. 

The new electoral rules are 
likely to work to the dis- 
advantage of the IAF. which 
can no longer rely on the 
organisational power that 
helped the Muslim Brother- 
hood, the core of the IAF, 
carry 23 of its members and 

- 10 of its supporters and sym- 
pathisers to the House in 
1989 through striking deals 
and alliances with other 
candidates. 

Observers say the uncer- 
tainty about holding the elec- 
tions that followed the sign- 
_ ing of the PLO-Israel accord 
“ led some sectors of society to 
' question the automatic con- 
tinuity of the country’s demo- 
cratic orientation. That too, 
they say, dampened enthu- 
siaan for the campaign. 

Others say the campaign 
did not have the fervour that 
the 1989 electoral race had 
because the fiery slogans that 
magnetised the public then 
have lost their appeal after 
four years of parliamentary 
practice that left many prom- 
ises unfulfilled. 

The issues themselves are 
different this time around, 
observers say. “Things today 
are cooler than they were 
four years ago,” said one 
observer. 

Observers say the electo- 
rate is ho longer receptive to 
unrealistic slogans which it 
has learned. Parliament can- . 
not deliver. The candidates 
realised the changes and thus 
addressed localised yet real 
needs that pertain to toe daily 
lives of toe citizens. . 

Others insist, however. 


< 
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Sheikh Abu Zant 
announces that he wants 
to sell his bouse to pay his 
debts which he had to 
shoulder (as a result of the 
campaign, presumably). 
The house’s features: (1) 
The shortest house oppo- 
site Al Hashlamoun Mos- 
que (2) The house is a 
basement located below 
street level.” Attractive 
the house is not. but the 
message is powerful. By 
the way. Sheikh Abu Zant 
got the highest percentage 
of votes any candidate 
achieved in 1989 and 


that the absence of major 
political issues from the elec- 
toral race was a direct result 
of the initially strongly ex- 
pected decision to postpone 
the polls, which was partly 
based on fears that the elec- 
tion campaign would turn 
into a referendum on toe 
Oslo accord. 

These fears did material- 
ise, however, and the elector- 
al campaign ended with toe 
peace process in general 
overshadowed by talks about 
services. 

The peace process is also 
expected to be minimally 
affected by the 12th Parlia- 
ment and the government is 
expected to proceed with its 
talks with Israel with less 
noise than it had to listen to 
from toe previous Parlia- 
ment. 

By virtue of its likely, com- 
position, the House is ex- 
pected to leave' the govern- 
ment in charge of its foreign 
policy at what most observers 
describe as a crucial time in 
the history of toe nation. 

The debate that deputies 
would launch, observers say, 
would be similar to the one 
that candidates raised in the 
run-up to toe election day. 



appears to be headed for 
an encore this time too. 


PERHAPS THE only real 
breakthrough in the Nov. 
8' campaign is a column 
published by independent 
Islamist columnist 
Mohammad Sbeihi yester- 
day. Under the heading 
■ u Men... ensure that 
women reach Parlia- 
ment.” Mr. Sbeihi said 
that he attended a meeting 
during which the two Cir- 
cassian candidates for the 
Third District discussed 
their opinions and aired 
their views on the politic- 
al. social, and economic 
issues in Jordan. “I want 
to say th'at the two candi- 
dates enjoy very high poli- 
tical maturity and incredi- 
ble abilities for dialogue 
and discussions. Every 
one of them proved that 
she follows current affairs, 
whether political or eco- 
nomic.” The other in- 
credible part in his column 
is: '“We men have to admit 
that we dp not like to see a 
politicised woman in our 
Parliament, especially if 
she enjoys a higher level 
of political maturity and 
ability than the men. We 
have to admit that we hate 
to see women in Parlia- 
ment demanding that the 
Civil Status Law be 
changed because we feel it. 
takes away from our hege- 
mony over them... We 
hate to see women being 
consulted because we en- 
joy being the only consul- 
tants and we want women 
only to obey.” To Mr. 
Sbeihi, who joined the 
Islamic Action Front as a 
founding member before 
resigning in protest over 
its “undemocratic 
favouritism towards the 
Muslim Brotherhood 
Movement,” one must 
raise his or her hat im- 
mediately. 


cannot help -in politics?: 
Fahd Al Bayaari, a main- 
stream Palestinian candi- 
date for the Second Dis- 
trict of Amman, published 
an ad yesterday asking the 
masses of Al Wihdat Club 
to vote, for him. Mr. 
Bayaari is the president of 
this club, which has stood 
as a symbol of Palestinian 
nationalism for the major- 
ity of the Palestinian re- 
fugees residing in Al 
Wihdat camp. But it is not 
actually all apolitical, be- 
cause Mr. Bayaari is a 
wellrknown Fateh suppor- 
ter and his candidacy is 
seen by many politicians 
as a test of Fateh’s influ- 
ence in the camp. And if it. 
means dipping into foot- 
ball memorabilia to sup- 
port the cause, he would 
not hesitate to do it. 
Would anybody? 


AND BEFORE anyone 
screams about “foreign in- 
tervention” in local poli- 
tics. Fakhri Kawar. one of 
the frontrunners for the 
Christian candidate in 
Amman's Third District., 
has all kinds of foreigners 


philosophising about 
Jordanian elections. In a 


Jordanian elections. In a 
letter published as an ad in 
local papers by the Jorda- 
nian Philosophy Society, 
Mr. Kawar appears to 
have received the en- 
dorsement of people from 
Egypt, the United States. 
Iraq, Denmark, Holland 
■ and Canada: 1 The letter 
from the ‘head of the Phi- 
losophy v'Soriety. and 
addressed to Mr. Kawar, 
announces that the Prepa- 
ratory Committee for the 
International Union of 
Arab Writers and Think- 
ers “announces its support 
for you in your current 
parliamentary election 
campaign." Only philo- 
sophical intervention will 
not matter. 


WHOEVER SAID sports 


Nermeen Murad 


King, premier reaffirm vow 


(Continued from page 1) 


Polling centres, mostly gov- 
ernment schools, open their 
doors at 7 a.m. They dose at 7 
p-m, but district governors 
could use their discretion to 
extend the deadline for a max- 
imum of two hours. 

Vote counting starts at speci- 
fic locations set aside in each of 
the eight governorates im- 
mediately thereafter. First re- 
sults are expected after mid- 
night, and toe minister of in- 
terior is expected to hold a 
press' conference Tuesday 
afternoon to formally 
announce toe results. 

Journalists who possess spe- 
cial' cards issued by the Minis- 
try of Information will have 
access to most of toe polling 
and vote-counting centres. 

Television and radio are ex- 
pected to provide a round-the- 
clock update on toe voting 
process and results. 

Jordan Television and radio 
will start transmission from 18 
radio- and 12 television centres 
in different parts of toe King- 
dom as soon a the polling 
stations open and stay on the 


air until toe .formal results are 
announced. Information 
Minister Ma’n Abu Nowar 
said. 

Dr. Abu Nowar was speak- 
ing during a visit to a press 
centre set up at the Royal 
Cultural Centre to offer ser- 
vices to the international 
media covering toe elections. 
In addition- to toe-centre, in- 
formation will also be available 
at the Ministry of Information 
Press Office at the Inter- 
Continental Hotel, he said. 

Candidates wound up their 
campaigns Sunday, with last- 
minute appeals to the voters 
with huge ads in toe newspap- 
ers and new banners and post- 
ers put up at key places and 
going around visiting voters in 
what one cynic described as a 
“down to earth approach” to 
toe electorate. 

Reliable estimates indicate 
that more than JD 40 million 
were spent by the candidates in 
their frenzy to win the hearts 
and minds of the people 
through massive advertising, 
leaflets, posters, lavish cam- 
paign rallies and paying sup- 
port staff. . 
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Decline in OECD investment 
flows seen halted in first half 


PARIS (AFP) — A two-year 
decline in OECD foreign in- 
vestment flows, coinciding 
with recession in industrial na- 
tions, appeared to be levelling 
out in the first half of 1993, the 
OECD said in a report re- 
leased here Sunday. 

Highlighting wide differ- 
ences in country performances, 
the survey said inflows and 
outflows seemed to mirror in- 
vestors' perceptions of the 
growth outlook in individual 
countries. 

Japan, in the throes of a 
sharp slowdown, recorded dis- 
investment totalling $99 mil- 
lion, compared with modest 
positive inflows of just under 
S2.3 billion in the first half of 
1992, the report showed. 

Recession-hit France saw in- 
vestment inflows dropping to 
$3.8 billion in the first six 
months, a more than 50 per 
■cent slide from the year-earlier 
level of $9.01 billion, it said. 

By contrast, the United 
States, despite a less vigorous 
than expected recoveiy. re- 
corded a dramatic turnaround 
with inflows soaring to $17.4 
billion after disinvestment of 
about $1.7 billion in the first 
half of 1992. 

Preliminary data for 


January-June. released in ar 
organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) survey of financial 
market trends, set direct in- 
vestment inflows into 12 
OECD countries at $41.6 bit 
Hon. up from $26.9 billion in 
the same period of 1992. 


Investment outflows from 
the same countries, including 
the Group of Seven (G-7) 
states, were estimated at a 
total of $69.2 billion, against 
$66.9 billion in the first half of 
last year. 

In 1992, overall inflows into 
all 24 OECD member coun- 
tries totalled $88.1 billion for 
the full year, according to re- 
vised OECD data, sharply 
down from $110.7 billion in 
2991 and a peak of 5159.3 
billion in 1990. The 1981-90 
annual average was $79.4 bil- 
lion. 


Outflows from OECD coun- 
tries reached a revised S147.7 
billion last year, down from 
$176.2 billion in 1991. 

Outward investment flows 
were at an all-time peak of 
$210.9 billion in 1990, over 
twice the 1981-90 average of 
$99.9 billion, the report 
showed. 


The United States, which 
last year faced a dramatic drop 
in inward investment at a mere 
$3.4 billion against $25.4 bil- 
lion in 1991 and a 1989 peak of 
$69 billion', in the first half of 
this year, at $17.4 billion, reco- 
vered its position as the main 
beneficiary of inflows. 

It also remained the main 
source of outward investment 
with $22 billion, compared 
with a year-earlier $24. 1 billion 
and a 1992 total of $37.1 bil- 
lion. 

Britain, which recorded the 
highest inflows in 1992 at $18.1 
billion, saw first half inflows of 
$7.3 billion in 1993, much as a 
year earlier. 

But it registered a jump in 
outflows from $7.5 billion to 
$12.5 billion last January-June, 
compared with a 1992 total of 
$16.5 billion, probably reflect- 
ing an improving economy, the 
report said. 

In terms of outward invest- 
ment, Japan was in third posi- 
tion in the first half with $6.8 
billion, the same as last year, 
when Japanese outflows total- 
led $17.2 billion compared 
with inflows of a mere $2.7 
billion, it said. 

Recession in France and' 
Germany also seemed to have 


negatively affected their in- 
vestment outflows. While out- 
flows from France were ahead 
of Britain and Japan at $18.8 
billion in 1992, this year's first 
half figure of $5.5 billion was 
nearly $3.5 billion down from a 
year earlier. 

Germany, which topped 
Japan at $17.9 billion in 1992. 
saw its first half outflow down 
from 57.2 billion to $5.8 bil- 
lion, while inflows, at $2.6 
billion, were slightly higher 
than a year before, when the 
annual total was only $3.8 bil- 
lion. 

Outward investment from 
Italy, topping $4.8 billion in 
the first six months, were $700 
million higher than a year ear- 
lier and showed a marked in- 
crease compared with an 
annual total of $5.9 billion. 
Inflows, at $1.6 billion, re- 
mained stable at about half the 
1992 total of $3.1 billion. 

Outflows from Canada dou- 
bled at $3.1 billion in the first 
half, a level close to the 1992 
total of $3.7 billion, while in- 
flows were down at $1.06 bil- 
lion from $1.7 billion a year 
earlier, or just one-fifth of the 
nearly $5 billion of foreign 
investment recorded by the 
country last year. 


Survey: 

3m U.K. 
children 
below 
poverty line 


China resumes big credit 
floats to state projects 


LONDON (R) —.Nearly three 
million children in Britain are 
living below the country's 
poverty line, a study has said. 

The survey by the Child 
Poverty Action Group, an in- 
dependent lobbying organisa- 
tion, said state income support 
payments of £108 pounds 
($160) a week for a family fall 
£34 (S50) short of the amount 
required for “basic suste- 
nance.’’ 


The study said at least a 
further £209 (5309) a week was 
needed if a poor family was to 
have a “modest but adequate'' 
budget, including clothing and 
a week's holiday a year. 

The findings in the study 
were challenged by a a sepa- 
rate report commissioned by 
the Conservative government's 
Deparment cf Social Security, 
which said British cash benefits 
for children of low-paid fami- 
lies were among the best in 
Europe. 


BEIJING (R) — A key 
Chinese bank extended 22 bil- 
lion yuan ($3.8 billion) in new 
loans to cash-starved state pro- 
jects between September and 
October, a clear sign Bering 
has rolled back tight credit 
policies designed to slow 
growth. 

The People's Construction 
Bank of China, the country's 
main bank for infrastructure 
development, made the loans 
to help fund rail, energy and 
iron and steel projects suffer- 
ing under a state ban on fresh 
credit, the official Xinhua 
News Agency has said. 

“The move came when most 
state construction projects 
were suffering a severe capital 
shortage,'* Xinhua said. “Pri- 
vate bank deposits constituted 
the most important sources of 
these funds.” 

Vice Premier Zhu Rongji, 
who in June also became gov- 
ernor of the central bank, 
ordered the country's banks to 
recover 100 billion yuan ($17.5 
billion) in “irregular" loans by 
Aug. 15 as part of a move to 
restore financial order and rein 
back on runaway growth. 


Castro says Cuban 
workers must shape up 
for economy to survive 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Cuba 
must force its undisciplined 
workers to shape up if the 
financially strapped nation is to 
survive, Cuban President Fidel 
Castro told foreign business 
people Saturday. 

Mr. Castro spoke in the 
Cuban capital Saturday morn- 
ing at an awards ceremony 
during the 1 1th annual Interna- 
tional Fair of Havana, which 
brought together some 1,000 
Cuban and foreign business 
leaders. 

His comments were carried 
Saturday b^ the government’s 
Preiisa Latina news agency, 
monitored in Mexico City. 

The statements by the leader 
of one of the world’s last re- 
maining communist states ab- 
out his own country’s workers 
would have been considered 
extraordinary several years 
ago. 

But in recent months, Cuba 
has been forced to make 
dramatic changes in its eco- 
nomy in the face of a severe 
crisis caused by the loss of aid 
and trade with former socialist 
countries. The crisis has been 
made worse by the 33-year-old 
U.S. trade embargo against the 
island nation. 

On Saturday. Mr. Castro 
said that the growing number 
of foreign companies investing 
in Cuba's enterprises are 
generally pleased with Cuban 
workers because they tend to 
be well-educated. 

But he said that “neverthe- 


less we have our defects, such 
as not being as totally disci- 
plined as we should be in our 
work." 

He blamed that lack of disci- 
pline on the “paternalism” of 
nis country’s system when it 
comes to labour and “very 
little demands on our part." 

“Our labour., laws are not 
realistic," he said. “We have 
had to make changes so we can- 
explain to our workers that 
there is a need to be disci- 
plined, to be more demanding, 
if we want to have productivity 
and efficiency." 

Mr. Castro reemphasised his 
country’s new turn toward an 
open economy and said that 
because of the U.S. \rade 
embargo, Amercian entrep- 
reneurs will be left behind in a 
rush to invest in Cuban enter- 
prises. 

“Those who put up a block- 
ade, blockades themselves," 
Mr. Castro said. “Those who 
try to isolate others also isolate 
themselves." 

Cuba has long criticised the 
trade embargo and has gained 
substantial support over the 
last year in its fight to have the 
blockade lifted. 

On Wednesday, key allies 
snubbed the United States 

It was the second consecu- 
tive year that the U.N. Gener- 
al Assembly, in a nonbinding 
but forceful resolution, repudi- 
ated the 33-year-old embargo 
and urged nations to ignore 
it. 


ADB says Japan’s 
reliance on neighbours 

in Asia is increasing 


“Support for children — a 
comparison of arrangements in 
15 countries" found that these 
benefits consistently ranked in 
the top three of a European 
league and the child benefit 
package overall ranked in the 
middle of the league. 


Officials said in late August 
at some three-ouarters of the 


that some three-quarters of the 
targets amount had been col- 
lected. but producers and espe- 
cially large state projects began 
complaining credit had grown 
unbearably tight. 

Interest rates were also 
raised to attract money back 


MANILA (AFP) — The 
Japanese economy is becoming 
increasingly dependent on 
trade with developing coun- 
tries in Asia because of the 
strength of the yen and demog- 
raphic factors, the Asian De- 
velopment Bank (ADB) has 
said. 

“In the past decade Japan 
has grown more slowly than 
most of its neighbours in de- 
veloping Asia and this trend is 
-likely to continue." ADB assis- 
tant chief economist Malcolm 
Dowling told a news confer- 
ence. “This divergence in 
growth rales underscores signi- 
ficant changes in the smicture 
of economic interaction within 
the Asian region." 

The appreciation of the yen 
since 1985 had accelerated 


Japan's economic transforma- 
tion and boosted rapid growth 
in east and southeast Asia, 


IEA sees demand 
for oil rising in 1994 


“One of the anomalies of 
this emerging dynamic trade 
relationship between Japan 
and the rest of Asia is that 
while developing Asia’s trade 
dependence -on Japan is declin- 
ing, Japan’s trade dependence 
on the rest of Asia is increas- 
ing," he said. 

Mr. Dowling noted that 
Japanese exports to Asia had 
increased .threefold since 1985, 
and that Asia’s share of total 
Japanese exports' had risen 
from 24 per cent .in 1980 to 32 
per cent inl991. During the 
same period Japan's share of 
imports into Asia had general- 
ly declined. 


LONDON (R) — The Interna- 
tional Energy Agency (IEA) 
sees world demand for oil be- 
ginning to pick up again in 
1994 after this year’s first drop 
in a decade. 

The weak global economic 
expansion is blamed for the fall 
the year. In particular, con- 
sumption has slumped in post- 
Soviet Russia's stricken eco- 
nomy. 

But in 1994, says the Paris- 
based IEA, a Western “watch- 
dog" agency, demand is pro- 
jected to increase. 

Die gain will be modest — 
only 900,000 barrels per day 
(b/d) or just in excess of 1 .0 per 
cent to a total 67.7 million. 


And Russian consumption is 
seen continuing to slump. But 
stronger gains are expected in 
the United States and other 
industrial nations 

Prices ticked up a few cents 
after the IEA issued its latest 
data, contained in a monthly 
only market report, although 
traders were less concerned 
with 1994 than with the short- 
term prospect. 

The^ IEA revised up by 
200,000 b/d its view of how 
much oil the 24 industrial na- 
tions of the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) had 
burned in the three months to 
end-September. 


Colombia, Chile sign free-trade accord 


BOGOTA (R) — Colombia 
and Chile signed a free-trade 
accord Saturday designed ro 
eliminate barriers to 90 per 
cent of non-rraditional pro- 
ducts traded between the two 
countries by 1999. 

Colombian Foreign Trade 
Minister Juan Manuel Santos 
and Chilean Economy Minister 
Jorge Marshall signed the 
accord after completing final- 
negotiations early Saturday. 

"This accord ...will intensify 
the flow of trade and invest- 
ment between Chile and Col- 


ombia and strengthen the two 
ronomies," said Mr. Santos at 
.he signing ceremony. 

Mr. Marshall added: “It 
liberates trade in periods shor- 
ter than those signed by Chile 
with Mexico and Venezuela." 


Colombian President Cesar 
Gaviria is scheduled to formal- 
ly sign the accord with Chilean 
President Patricio Alywin 
within the next 30 days. 

The accord will eliminate all 
non- tariff barriers for so-called 
non-traditional export pro- 


ducts when it comes into effect 
Jan. 1, 1994. 

It will also reduce by 25 per 
cent tariff barriers for 300 of 
the non-traditional products, 
including agricultural goods, 
coffee, wood pulp, synthetic 
fibers and metal products. 

In 1997, it will include more 
products and begin reducing 
progressively the remaining 75 
per cent of the barriers to zero 
in two years at the latest. 

The accord is also to elimin- 
ate all customs taxes by 1999. 

The accord excludes Col- 


ombian traditional exports to 
Chile like oil. coal and sugar, 
as well as Chilean traditional 
exports to Colombia like cop- 
per, auto parts with copper and 
■wood panels. 

But Mr. Santos said those 
exports excluded from the 
accord comprised only eight 
per cent of each country's total 
exports. 

Trade between Colombia 
and Chile totals 5182 million, 
only two per cent of each 
country's total foreign trade. 


By Harris 
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WHAT THE OEMIE 
WISHED TO 
AVOIC? ON THE 

expressway; 


Now arrange the circled letter* to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's ( Jumbte3: impel henna invade wizard 

I Answer What you might call having dinner with (he 
baby — "WHINE AND DINE" 


into bank coffers from the raft 
of speculative ventures, parti- 
cularly in real estate, that had 
flowered amid China's head- 
long rush for economic growth 
in early 1993. 

Xinhua said that the Peo- 
ple's Construction Bank had 
absorbed some 22.5 billion 
yuan (S3.9 billion) in fresh 
deposits since mid-July, an in- 
crease of 170 pver cent over 
the same period last year. 

A bank official contacted by 
telephone confirmed the fi- 
gures. and said the new loan 
funds were not a problem. 

She added that the new loan 
figure brought the bank's total 
lending roughly into line with 
the government’s original 
target for the year. 

Xinhua did not give new 
loan figures from other major 
banks, many of which are also 
believed to have resumed lend- 
ing. 

It did indicate, however, 
that the tight credit policy had 
been adjusted. 

“In fact, the credit supply 
from Chinese banks is now not 
as tight as it was one or two 
months ago.” Xinhua said. 
“However it will be ensured 
that total bank lendings are 
kept within the targeted 
amount." 

China last month claimed a 
preliminary victory in the bat- 
tle to cool its overheating eco- 
nomy. but analysts said Beijing 
still faced the problem of 


bringing wayward regions to. 
heel. 

“The actions the govern. ■ 
ment took to strengthen', 
macro-economic control have v 
had a clear effect,” State Sta. v ' 
tisticai Bureau spokesman Yen 
Zhcn told a news conference. 

“In general, the economic 
situation at present is good." . 

Mr. Ye’s optimism was a far 
cry from earlier press confer./^ 
etices. when Chinese offtdak 
could not bide their fear Oust 
the economy was spinning oat - 
of control, with raging inflation 
and infrastructural bottlenecks 
threatening to throw China’s 
engine of growth dear off its 
tracks. 


Mr. Ye presented data'., 
showing that Vice Premier Zhu : ; 
Rongji’s emergency program;- 
me of cooling measures in* ,* 
posed in July had begun to/. 1 - 
bring the juggernaut undef\ - 
control without chocking off v 
the exuberance that is driving ‘ 
the world's fastest growing .... 
economy. 


'The national economy will 
continue to maintain last year’s 
relatively high ratre of growth 
in sharp contrast with ibt; 
majority of nations and regions 
on earth which are in con- 
tinuing recession," he said. 1 
China's gross domestic pro- 
duct grew a real 13.3 per cent 
in the first nine months of the 
year against the same period i 
year earlier. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY NOVEMBER B, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: An 
element of mental confusion 
should dear up today through 
study and a thoughtful approach 
to whatever problem is faring 
you. Any tax problem can he 
straightened out if you deal at 
the top. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You have some obligation to 
attend to early before you will be 
able to quietly organise your 
future activities so that you forge 
ahead swiftly. 


and be with partners and associ- ; 
ates in public matters that can aid 
you in making progress. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Postpone important com- 
munications for they require ■ 


munications for they require 
more thought before wonting 


and instead get into the various 
tasks, activities awaiting your 
attention. 


attend to early before you will be SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
able to quietly organise your November 21) Think about the 
future activities so that you forge pleasures in which you wish to 
ahead swiftly. . engage and arrange to do. then 

„„„ . and don't be soi Conccmcd about 

•PISQESj i (lM*ruaiyT20.TOiMareb->« Tftbcrty whsi-they are ga&Jto 
20) Think over bow you can best -cost you ■ 

sffisMwaa! a 


and instead go after the things! 

that unit npnatnallv ripcin* aiirkl 


that you personally desire with 1 
firm resolution. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Think about the various public 
and civic conditions you can im- 
prove after a morning when 
routine duties are not working 
out to your satisfaction. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Consider well early new 
interests and goals and avoid 
starying off to some appealing 
pleasure during spare better used 
in study. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) You 
now find some obstacle in your 
|5ath of having a good time and 
you can instead concentrate 
upon whatever business plans 
you want ro put across with an 
expert. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Don't sit at home and 
worry now but get out and see 


to December 2!) Consider now 
the wishes of your own house- 
hold and do what they like and 
you maintain harmony but forc- 
ing your own views can alienate 
them. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Undemanding and 
purposeful friends are the best 
persons to be of benefit and 
service to you now so be with 
them, avoid nagging shut-in. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Don't let friends 
sidetrack you in the morning but 
go after ways to both attend to 
whatever assets and obligations 
you have and improve property. 

PUCES: (February 20 to March 
Bprhink over how you can best 
avoid some public pressure early 
and instead go after the things 
that you peroonally desire with 
firm resolution. 
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THE Daily Crossword by Harold B. Count* 


ACROSS 
1 Intense dtelfco 
5 Jazz phrase 
9 SoflcStted 

14 Turkish officiate 

15 Luhi 

16 Hardship 

17 — your seif 

18 Target of a find 

30 Name n 
mysteries 

31 — aside [annuli 

32 Balance sheet 
items 

32 Sword 

35 Express 
gratitude 

37 He Draw 
measure 

39 Before 
30 Black, to mere 
3-* ExdUmation 

36 Hign tidal wave 

38 Fence steps 

39 Wisconsin s 
flower 

43 Jockey Arcaro 

43 Actor Ryan 

44 — Angeles 

45 Examine 

46 Wind Hr 

47 Starchy tuber 

1 49 Shenffs Band 
Si Uo to now 
54 Hope 
SB Arm at 

60 — use i hi We) 

61 Theater platform 

63 Ur tiers 

64 Tho Mo of — 

65 — Of Man 

66 Gaelic 

67 US playwngfil 

68 Holy women 
abbr. 

69 Poor grades • 
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DOWN 

1 Netherworld 

2 Groefi 
marketplace 

3 Truck pons 

4 Honor 

5 Fabled taros 

6 Bay 

7 Grow wanfffiy in 
av.jy 


8 Saute 

9 Search 

10 Equips 

11 Curved momma 

12 — auw 

t3 Sea eagles 
(9 Sheet of glass 
24 Dana of sang 
26 Mountain crest 
28 Flying letter* 

30 Ikes command 
3t Menu 

32 Spread 

33 Earns 

34 Axlm crime 

35 Pelt 

37 Thugs 

38 Diplomat Deana 

40 Code sound 

41 Barrel 
46 Coward 

48 Wes a toagar 
490i:r..-**«s 
50 US painter. 
Ralph 

52 Carrot family 
beta 


i Puzzle Sefcrod: 


nnnn nnnna riftnn 
rnmnn nnnnrn nnnn 
nnnnrnnnnnn nnnn 
nonnn nnnnnn 
nnn nnn nannti 
nnnnnn nnnnnnnn 
□nnon nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nrinnn nnnn 
mnn nnnnn nonnr.i 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
tTinnnm nr:m nnn 
mnnnnn nnnnn 
nnmn nnnnnnnnnm 
rannn nnnon nnnn 
nnnn nntnno UQnrc 


53 Pans 
W Hairstyle 
55 Skidded 


57-— Blu«k out of 
mB (MUM 


56 Gamer or f-mie 62 R*ur4* — 
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•S. y Japan lead world borrowers 

! fACDV ‘ wil. .. . 


£*£J*tAfP) — ■ The United 
States and Japan top the list of 
major borrowers on world 
capital markets, accounting for 

more than owouarter of the 
• total rawed in the first 
.Mfe-rflM. the O 
> sald Sunday. 

' ** f**™* and Germany 
r- overtook Britain, fob third- 
rmtking borrower in 1992, 
whtc S fc 5 t, L ,ts borrowing by 

V 01 ? a y^r earlier, 
me Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 

-(OECD) said in a report on 


financial market trends. 

Germany, Canada, Italy and 
Australia all raised more funds 
in the J aruiaiy- August period 
atone than during 1992 as a 
whole. 

Preliminary data compiled 
by the OECD set U.S.-based 
borrowing at $86.8 billion, a 38 
per cent increase from the first 
eight months of last year. 

It recent trends continued, 
U.S. borrowing could reach 
some $130 billion for the year' 
as a whole, against $95 bitHon 
in 1992, analysts said. 


Japanese borrowing, largely 
in the bond market, was up by 
a moderate eight per cent at 
$51.1 billion or two-thirds of 
the 1992 total of $75.5 billion. 

France recorded a nearly 29 
per cent year-on-year increase 
in the first eight months, rais- 
ing $36.4 billion against $28.3 
billion during the same period 
of lasr year and S42.5 billion in 
1992 as a whole. 

German borrowing jumped 
by 71 per cent to $36 billion, up 
from $21 billion, compared 


with a 1992 total of $28.4 bil- 
lion. 

Britain was the only major 
borrower to reduce its re- 
course to the world markets 
during the eight-month period, 
raising 21 per cent less than a 
year earlier at S35 billion, half 
its 1992 total of $71 billion. 

Canada, which borrowed 
$30.2 billion last year, had 
exceeded that level by August, 
with $31.3 trillion against just 
under $23 billion a year earlier. 

The biggest percentage in- 


crease was recorded by Italy, 
which borrowed $22.4 billion 
from January to August, up by 
78 per cent from the year- 
earner $12.6 billion and point- 
ing to a doubling of Italian 
external market financing this 
year from last year's $15 bil- 
lion. 

Australia also registered a 
hefty 72 per cent increase at 
$18.2 billion against $10.6 bil- 
lion, well above its 1992 total 
of $14.7 billion, the OECD 
report showed. 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
1/11-5/11/1993 


AMMAN — The dollar ended slightly higher against the 
mark, but slightly lower against die yen and Sterling, at the 
end of a week marked by substantial volatility in the Foreign 
Exchange Market. 

Monday witnessed a continuation of the rise in dollar 
exchange rates, which had started during the previous week on 
the back of positive U.S. third quarter Gross National Product 
results, and encouraging September Personal Income and 
Spending figures. The positive figures underscored expecta- 
tions of an acceleration in U.S. economic growth, which 
reflected positively cm U.S. dollar exchange rates. 

The dollar continued to rise as it closed at its highest levels 
for the week against the mark and Sterling Tuesday. It closed 
in New York at 1.7033 marks and at 1.4735 dollars to the 
pound. Its rise was attributed to the release of October's 
Purchasing Management Index, which rose to 53.8%, com- 
pared to 49.7% the previou s month, together with the release 
of Construction Spending data for September, which revealed 
a 0.8% rise from the previous month. The dollar also received 
support from a statement by the Bundesbank president, who 
indicated that the S/DM exchange rate was not a factor in the 
determination of Germany's monetary policy, and that the 
mark's recent depredation against the dollar was of no 
concern to the Bundesbank. 

The dollar -retreated considerably on Wednesday, however, 
as it dosed in New York at 1,6890 marks, 107.67 yen and at 
1.4845 dollars to the pound. As dealers awaited the release of 
October’s U.S. Employment data most opted to take profits 

quaring ensured. 


ahead of the figures, and a wave of position squ 

Thursday witnessed another bout of dollar buying, as 
expectations of positive U.S. Employment numbers the next 
day were encouraged by a 0.7% rise in U.S. Factory Orders in 
September. Demand for dollars was also attributed to a sharp 
drop in Tokyo stock prices. The Nikkei Average was re prated 
to tore fallen below the key 19,000 level for the first time since 

last March. . _ _ . 

After rising Sbaiply upon the release of U.S. Employment 
data Friday, foe dollar retreated substantially on yet another 
bout of profit-taking. The U.S. Jobs Report revealed a better 
than expected increase of 177,000 in Non-Farm Payrolls in 
October, against expectations of a 146,000 increase. The initial 
rally took the dollar to a high of 1,7080 marks, but 
pre-weekend position squaring caused it to fall back below 
1.70 marks at foe dose. Observers maintained that the dollar 
has built a solid floor at 1,6850 marks, however, and that the 
U.S. unit is widely expected to breach resistance at 1.71 marks 
during the upcoming week. 
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German government, opposition 
agree on Telekom privatisation 


GREVENBROICH. Ger- 
many (R) — German Post and 
Telecommunications Minister 
Wolfgang Boetsch has 
announced the all-clear for one 
of the world's biggest privatisa- 
tions — Deutsche Bundespost 
Telekom — after years of 
gruelling negotiations. 

"With this agreement the 
way has been cleared to turn 
all of the postal companies into 
joint-stock companies starting 
with Telekom,” Mr. Boetsch 
said after three days of tough 
talks with the opposition Sodal 
Democrats (SPD). 

The government has pre- 
viously indicated it hopes to 
sell a first tranche of 25 per 
cent of Telekom shares, worth 
around 15 billion marks ($8.8 
billion), in 1996, with a second 
tranche of 24 per cent in 1998. 

Mr.. Boetsch said the com- 
promise included the following 


points: 

— A holding company will 
be established for the govern- 
ment’s remaining, majority 
stake of 51 per cent in each of 
the three postal companies. 
The holding company will 
advise them but have no direct 
legal control over their day-to- 
day operations. 


— An independent federal 
post and telecommunications 
regulation agency will be set up 
under the authority of the 
posts ministry. Representa- 
tives of the federal states will 
have a say on a special board 
within the agency to be set up 
later. 


Indian Festival 
Open Invitation 

The Indian community living in Jordan is celebrating DftwaU 
(the Festival of Lights) at the premises of the Embassy of 
India,. First Circle, Jabal Amman, on Friday, Now. 12, 
1993. Also explored during the festivities will be possibilities 
of expanding Indian cultural and social activities in Jordan. 
All Indians are invited to attend. 

Function will start at 5.30 p.m. 

Kindly confirm participation not later than 3 p.m. Thursday, 
on Telephone 692535/610086/136380 
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Dubai air show starts 

Top aircraft makers 
compete for Gulf deals 


DUBAI (R) — The world’s 
top aircraft makers sought 
lucrative Gulf deals at the start 
of the Dubai air show Sunday, 
wooing buyers with their latest 
civilian and militaiy planes. 

Some companies and 33 
countries are participating in 
the show, including competi- 
tors for a possible Saudi order 
for 60 civilian planes worth $6- 
billton. 

But experts at foe show say 
Riyadh has yet to give any 
official indication of where 
Saudia, Saudi Arabia's nation- 
al flag carrier, will place its 
orders for the aircraft. 

McDonnell Douglas and 
Boeing Co. of the United 
Stares and the four-nation 
European Airbus Industrie 
consortium are competing hard 
for the deal and are all repre- 
sented in force at the five-day 
Dubai show. 

"Saudia is involved in talks 
with many firms at the moment 
and any announcement now 
could affect the talks... pricing 
for example,” an Arab diplo- 
mat familiar with the deal told 
Reuters. 

U.S. and European officials 
including beads of state have 
been in touch with Saudi King 
Fahd recently to try and help 
their local aircraft makers se- 
cure part of the Saudia deal. 

Although experts so far do 
not expect any major deals to 
be concluded at the Dubai 


show, they say foe event is an 
excellent opportunity for cus- 
tomers and manufacturers to 
meet. 

The oil-rich Guif Arab 
states, among the world’s 
largest arms purchasers, plan 
to spend close to $65 billion on 
weapons in the coming 10 
years. 

Saudi Arabia and hosts Un- 
ited Arab Emirates (UAE) are 
soon expected to order anti- 
submarine helicopters after 
neighbouring non-Arab Iran 
deployed two Russian Kilo- 
dass submarines in the region 
in the past year. Tehran has a 
third submarine on order. 

Westland PLC of Britain is 
displaying its successful Super 
Lynx anti-submarine helicop- 
ter in which experts say both 
Riyadh and Abu Dhabi have 
shown interest. 

Seven NATO members 
already operate Lynx, which 
the company calls "the world's 
most capable small ship heli- 
copter.” The Fench navy pat- 
rolling the Gulf use Lynx to 
track Iranian submarine move- 
ments. 

McDonnell Douglas is show- 
ing its Apache attack helicop- 
ter used in the 1991 Guif war to 
drive Iraq from Kuwait. Ex- 
perts say it is high on Kuwait’s 
shopping list after orders from 
the "UAE, Egypt, Israel and 
Saudi Arabia. 

“The UAE is actively look- 


ing at foe F-16 during the 
show,” a Western expert said 
in reference to Abu Dhabi’s 
long-term plans to buy 80 new 
warplanes. 

South Africa, denied space 
at foe last Dubai- show two 
years ago due to an interna- 
tional boycott to protest 
against its apartheid policy, 
was also displaying its wares 
Sunday. 

UAE Defence Minister 
Mohammad Bin Rashid A1 
Maktoum visited the South 
African display and inspected 
the CSH-2 Rooivalk attack 
helicopter, seen by some ex- 
perts as a serious contender to 
the Apache. It was its first 
" overseas appearance. 

At foe Russian stand, the 
minister went into the cargo 
hold of a six-engined Antonov 
transport, which has the 
world’s highest maximum 
takeoff weight of 600 tonnes. 

The Russians have an im- 
pressive 20-aircraft line-up. in- 
cluding the Sukhoi SU27 fight- 
er and its variant SU35 which is 
being developed as a two- 
seater rival to the American- 
F-15. 

They also have the M1-26T 
heavy-lift helicopter, seen as 
the largest in the world. 

About 80 civilian and milit- 
ary aircraft will be on display in 
Dubai, 30 of which will take 
part in daily flying displays. 
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Police disperse small Moscow 


protest to mark revolution 


MOSCOW (R) — Police dis- 
persed a small protest by Com- 
- raunists in Moscow Sunday but- 
there were no serious demon- 
strationsin the city to mark the 
' 76th anniversary of the Bolshe- 
vik Revolution, once the 
holiest of Soviet holidays. 

Around 300 demonstrators 
waving red flags gathered near 
central Oktyabrskaya Square 
but were almost immediately 
pushed back into an entrance 
of a nearby underground rail- 
way station. 

“Disperse, or we will use 
tear gas and water cannon," 
police using megaphones told 
the mainly elderly demonstra- 
tors, who responded by shout- 
ing “fascists.” 

Interfax news agency said 
several people were detained 
for pnbucorder offences. 

One of the demonstrators 
told the crowd there would be 
a meeting in Moscow's north- 
ern Medvedkovo Forest, out- 
side the city boundaries, later 
in the day to mark the 
anniversary. 


attempts to destabilise Moscow 
and other towns. ■’ 

Interfax said small groups of 
Communists had demonstrated 
in the Siberian cities of Chita, 
Krasnoyarsk and Yakutsk. 

The biggest Communist 
grouping had asked its mem- 
bers npt to hold any rallies or 
demonstration to prevent pro- 
vocation. 

Nov. 7, the anniversary of 
the 1917 Bolshevik Revolu- 
tion, was traditionally the day 
when Soviet soldiers, tanks 
and missiles poured through 
Red Square in a show of milit- 
ary strength. 

But with the collapse of the 
superpower, the day has lost its 
significance. Shops and offices 
have been allowed to choose 
whether to treat the day as a 
holiday or not 


All protests in the capital 
had been banned Sunday in the 
wake of an armed rebellion by 
parliamentary supporters 
against President Boris Yeltsin 
last month in which ISO people 
died. 

A handful of people waving 
red flags gathered by the entr- 
ance to Red Square but were 
prevented by police from going 
any further. 

Security Minister Viktor 
Yerin said Saturday security 
forces would crush any dis- 
order, saying he had received, 
information about possible 


Some Communist and 
nationalist opposi ti on groups 
plan to challenge Yeltsin sup- 
porters in elections for a new 
parliament on Dec. 12. 

A spokesman for the Central 
Electoral Commission said 
Sunday that 21 Russian politic- 
al parties and blocs had passed 
the first major hurdle to take 
part in the elections. 


He said they had presented 
required lists of 100,000 signa- 
tures supporting their candi- 
dacies to the commission by the 
deadline of midnight Saturday. 

They include Russia's 
Choice,- the .bloc supporting 
President: Boris Yeltsin, the 
Russian Communist Party and 
several other opposition move- 
ments. 

“We now have five days to; 
check the signatures mid then 


we will issue a final list of those 
parties and blocs who will be 
allowed to take part,” the 
spokesman said. 

The only surprise was that 
the August Bloc of dollar mil- 
lionaire businessman Konstan- 
tin Borovoi failed to gather 
enough valid signatures. 

A statement by the Bloc said 
that although' it had a total of 
183,000 signatures, about half 
of them had been obtained 
illegally, Interfax News Agen- 
cy said. 

Parties and blocs were only 
allowed to obtain individual 
signatures on the street, but 
Mr. Borovoi said he was sure 
every party except Russia’s 
Choice had cheated in the way 
they compiled their lists. 

Mr. Yeltsin said Saturday he 
wanted to serve out bis term 
until 1996, apparently chang- 
ing bis mind about holding 
presidential elections next 
June. 

Interfax quoted him as 
saying he would riot stand 
again in 1996. “Everybody 
knows bow many blows of fate 
I have already suffered. It is 
too much for one man,” he 
said. 

The apparent reluctance of 
Mr. Yeltsin to put bis mandate 
to the test yet again could be 
seized upon by opposition 
groups which accuse him of 
dictatorial methods. 

Former Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev told an in- 
ternational television audience 
Saturday that President Yeltsin 


should keep his promise and 
residents 


hold presidential elections in 
June. 

Mr. Gorbachev, interviewed 


on CNN's Larry King Live, 
was asked about reports from 
Moscow that Mr. Yeltsin in- 
tended to serve until his term 
ends m 1996. 

Mr. Yeltsin did not cancel a 
decree' setting early presiden- 
tial elections for next June. But 
remarks he made Saturday in 
Moscow suggested he was 
counting on a new-styie parlia- 
ment, to be elected on Dec. 12, 
to support his bid to remain in 
office. 

“I favour, the presidential 
mandate beingused to the full, 
. until 1996,” -Interfax News 
Agency quoted Mr. Yeltsin as 
telling Russian media bosses at 
a Kremlin meeting. 

Mr. Gorbachev told inter- 
viewer King: . . - 

“AfteT he (Yeltsin) said 
that, I understand that in the 
evening there was an . Interpreta- 
tion... given to that by tits chief 
of staff... he said the president 
was perhaps misunderstood, 
that he might perhaps decide 
. that it is for the new parliament 
to decide,” Mr. Gorbachev 
said through an interpreter. 

“My viewpoint is that he 
should do as promised. I think . 
he will only win as a result of 
keeping his promise.” 
i Asked whether Mr. Yeltsin 
would win a presidential elec- 
tion, Mr. Gorbachev said it 
was too early to say but that 
much would depend on the 
government’s economic poli- 
cies. 

“This depends on how things, 
.evolve," be said “and what 
kind of policy win be followed 
by the government after the 
parliamentary elections. A lot 
win hinge on that.” 



Moscow riot police arrest a demonstrator after a rally to mark the anniversary of the Bobhe- 

groupof pro-ComiqpnM supporters gathered at vik Revolution (AFP photo) 


N. Zealand 
in political 
crisis 
after poll 


WELLINGTON (R) — New 
Zealand's political system was 
plunged into crisis Sunday af^ 
ter a general election left the 
country with a lame-duck gov- 
enuhent that will not know for 
at least 10 days ifit can remain 
in office. 

Saturday’s hung parliament 
was the worst possible result 
for New Zealand's financial 
markets, which appear set for a 
major sell-off of the New Zea- 
land dollar and stocks when 
markets open Monday morn- 
ing. 

“Of all the realistic potential 
outcomes, that we were con- 
templating, this dearly is the 
worst case outcome because it 
creates both short and long 
term uncertainty,” said invest- 
ment strategist Girol Kara- 
caoglu. 


Political columnist Colin 
James said: “It’s a parliament 
that cannot be dominated by 
any one party... I thiqk Jim 
Bolger’s a lam£ duck.”' - 

Prime Minister Bolger told 
reporters he would hold a 
weekly cabinet meeting Mon- 
day as usual, but made the 
unusual confession that it 
would not take any dedsions. 

-His conservative National 
Party wOn 49 of parliament's 
99 seats in Saturday's election, 
losing 20 seats, while the 
centre-left Labour Party won 
46, leaving the balance of pow- 
er — four seats — in the hands 
of two minor parties. 

New Zealand politics will be 
effectively frozen for about 10 
days until some 200,000 special 
votes, those cast before elec- 
tion day or by expatriates, can 
be counted. 


Previous elections have seen 
eats change hands because of ■ 
pedal votes. 

Saturday's election was so 
lose that several seats were 
iron by just a few hundred 
utes and they could easily 
hange once special votes are 
nduded. 


Mr. Bolger appeared -to 
adapt quickly Sunday to his 
new role as caretaker prime 
minister, agreeing New Zea- 
land's political map had 
changed dramatically. 

“It’s very obvious that there’s 
no party with a majority in 
parfiamejiL Wbat 1 want is to assure the. 
world that New Zealand is: 
a stable democracy. They 
shouldn’t panic,” he said in 
remarks apparently aimed at ; 
finandal markets. 


Mr. Bolger telephoned other 
party leaders late Saturday and 
Sunday to explore the possibil- 
ity of working together, but he 
excluded the possibility that he ‘ 
would seek to form a coalition - 
government. 

“All four parties have diffe- 
rent perspectives on issues. 
But no party is going to get its 
way on everything now,” be 
■said. 



Hosokawa to pass reform bills soon 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minister Morihiro Hosokawa has said 
he intends to push key political reform bills through the lower 
house of parliament before he leaves for the United States on 
Nov. 19, according to reports from Japanese journalists 
travelling with him. Mr. Hosokawa made his remarks to the 
reporters at a hotel in the ancient South Korean capital of 
Kyongju Saturday night. He was in Kyongju for a two-day 
“get-to-know-you” meeting with Sooth Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam which ended Staifday. To achieve an early passage 
of the bills, Mr. Hosokawa said he was ready to talk this week 
with Yohei Kono, chief of the opposition Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP), to meet halfway on bills submitted by both rides, 
reporters said. Mr. Hosokawa, due to attend a meeting of 
leaders of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
forum in Seattle Nov. .19-20, staked the future of his 
govern meet on getting the reforms into law by the end of the 
year. 

Police station attacked in N. Ireland 


BELFAST (AFP) — Assailants suspected of being IRA. 
militants launched a gun and mortar attack on a police station 
in the south of Northern Ireland Sunday, canring extensive 
damage but no injuries, police said. Police said the attack, at 
Caledon in Country Tyrone, bore all the hallmarks of the 
.outlawed Irish Republican Army, which regularly targets- 
Royal Uslter Constabulary (RUQ forces. The attackers first 
opened fire with machine guns on the post at 05:30 a.m. (0530 
GMT), then launched a mortar shell, before fleeing in a van, 
poKce said. The police station is a few miles from the border 
with the Irish Republic. The mortar missed its target, causing 
serious damage to a building attached to a Presbyterian 
Church. Windows were shattered in several neighbouring 
' buildings. Police then cordoned off the village, and evacuated 
several houses, while explosives experts launched a search for: 
any other devices. None was found. 


Burundi leader leaves hiding 


BUJUMBURA (R) — Burundi’s Prime Minister Sylvie fCinigi 
has left the French embassy 18 days after a collapsed coup to 
restore order in her country swept by tribal massacres. Ms. 
Kinigi, the highest surviving official of the Oct. 21 coup which 
plunged the central African country into turmoil, spent 
Saturday night at her official residence in the capital where 
French soldiers were sent to guard her, officials said. Other 
members of her cabinet, six of whose ministers were killed in 
the coup staged by army officers, set up operations for safety’s 
sake at a resort on Lake Tanganyika on the frontier with 
Tanzania, French embassy sources- said. “There are several 
French soldiers detailed to the prime minister. Her safety is 
considered critical.” an embassy source said. “All the other 
rainsiters are also safe.” Aid officials said that despite the 
collapse of the putsch, the deeply divided country was still 
caught up in bloodletting between majority Hutus and the 
minority but dominant Tutris who control the army. The 
Brussels-based medical charity Mededns Sans Frontieres said 
its medical workers had seen entire villages burning and rivers 
full of rotting bodies. 

Manila, Muslim rebels sign truce 

JAKARTA (AFP) — The Philippine government (GRP) and 
the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) signed a 
ceasefire agreement Sunday at the end of two weeks of formal 
peace negotiations here. MNLF leader Nur Misuari and GRP 
panel chief Manuel Yan signed the 1993 interim ceasefire 
agreement which takes effect immediately and will remain 
valid for the duration of peace talks, but could be extended' if 
unanimously agreed. The signing of the ceasefire agreement, 
together with that of a memorandum of agreement and the 
initialling of an executive summary of the talks, ended 13 days 
of formal peace negotiations, the first between the two sides. 
^Tonight's occasion is a culmination of the first part of our 
journey through the tortuous path to peace,” Mr. Misuari said 
after the signing. Yan agreed, but warned: “We have a long 
way to go.” 

Clues found in hunt for Australia killer 


SYDNEY (AFP) — A U.S.-made Ruger 22 rifle has been 
identified as the weapon used in the murder of the seven 
victims of the serial killer sought in Australia's biggest murder 


hunt, reports here said Sunday. Although five are known to 


have died of stab wounds and forensic tests are Jifcely to show 
the last two were also stabbed, British backpacker Caroline' 
Clarke, 22, was also shot in the head 10 times, police squrces 


J tunes, police squrces 
have said. Reports in several newspapers say telltale markings 

of her murder in the* 


on shell casings found near the scene 


Bellanglo Forest indicate the use of a Ruger. of which there 

ign 


are. 600 registered owners in New South Wales. Althouj 
police refused Sunday to confirm or deny the reports, a 
number of local registered owners have told reporters their 
rifles were seized by police for ballistics tests in recent days. 


Georgian 

rebels 


may turn 
to guerrilla 
warfare 


TBELISI (AFP) = -r-_ Georgian 
fofees won a major victory 
oyer rebels led by Zviad Gam- 
sakhordia when they captured 
his west Georgian stronghold 
Zugdidi. but his resistance 
might not be over. 

> There was rejoicing here 
Sunday in the Georgian capit- 
al. For both gove r nment forces 
and President Eduard She- 
vardnadze's political suppor- 
ters, the troops entry into Zug- 
didi Saturday was the symbolic 
victory they had sought for 
weeks. 


It appeared to end the poli- 
tical ambitions of Mr. Gam- 
sakhurdia, Georgia’s former 
president who was ousted by a 
military junta in January 1992 
and had hoped to return to 
power. 


But in opting to flee Zugdidi 
almost without a fight, Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia and his forces 
wanted not only to spare the 
population who had backed 
them faithfully for two years, 
but also to give themselves a 
chance to withdraw with their 
arms and equipment to neigh- 
bouring Abkhazia. 


Croats, aided by Serbs, fend off 


Bosnia army attack; U.N. troops freed 


TISOVCI, Bosnia (Agencies) 
— Three Swedish U.N. sol- 
diers taken hostage by Serb 
forces were released Sunday 
after a tense standoff near 
Vares in central Bosnia, a 
U.N. officer in the area said. 

Major Hakan Birgir, com- 
pany commander of the Nordic 
Battalion in Vares, told Reu- 
ters that Serb forces had; 
abducted the three soldiers. 
Sunday morning at a check- 
point near Dastansko, south- 
east* of Vares. “Everyone is 
safe.” Maj. Birgir said. 

Before the release, Swedish 
soldiers at Dastansko fired 20 
mm cannon rounds repeatedly, 
which they said were aimed at 
warning nearby forces. One 
Swedish officer appealed over 
his radio for air support, and 
aircraft appeared twice, - 
screaming low over the area. 


as they apparently tried to 
calm a messy Muslim-Croat- 
Serb confrontation north of 
Sarajevo.. 

The Swedes were seized af- 
ter a Serb or Croat officer was 
wounded by a ricochet from 
shots fired -by Nordic 
peacekeepers, said Swedish 
spokesman Jonas Mauritzon in 
Stockholm. 


The U.N. troops were mov- 
ing in after up to 300 Bosnian 
Croat soldiers received help 
from their former Serb foes 
Saturday to stave off an attack 
by Muslim-led government 
troops at Dastansko. 


Croats, aided by Serbs, fend 
off Bosnian army attack 


The Three Swedish U.N. 
peacekeepers were abducted 
Sunday by unknown assailants 


Dastansko is about three 
miles (five kilometres) east of 
Vares, a strategic town 35 
kilometres north of Sarajevo 
that fell to Muslim-led govern- 
ment forces last week. 

Serb forces 'Control the terri- 
tory east of Dastansko and 
weighed in with artillery to 
'help the Croats, said U.N. 
peacekeepers' spokesman Lt.- 
Col. Bill Aikman in Sarajevo. 

Fighting subsided overnight, 
■V 


Col. Aikman said. On Sunday, 
the Croats sought a meeting 
with their foes under the au- 
spices of U.N. forces, said 
Squadron Leader David Fil- 
tingham in nearby Kiseljak. 

At least 5,000 refugees from 
Vares are now housed in eight 
schools in Kiseljak. A further 
5,000, most of them Croats, 
are still in forests in 
government-controlled terri- 
tory east of Vares, Squadrum 
Leader Ffllingham said. 

A top U.N. refugee official, 
Nicholas Morris, was expected 
in Kiseljak later Sunday to 
assess what could be done for 
the latest victims of Bosnia’s 


war. 

The Bosnian government, 
whose capture of Vares was a 
rare triumph in its effort to 
break the 19-month siege of 
Sarajevo, wants to try to per- 
suade the mostly Croat re- 
fugees to go back to their 
homes in the town. Extremist 
Bosnian troops looted and 
burned in Vares last week, but 
Bosnian police reportedly now 
have them under control. 


Poll: ANC to crush election opp onents 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
The African National Congress 
(ANC) is set to overwhelming- 
ly defeat South Africa's ruling 
National Party (NP) in the 
country’s first non-racial elec- 
tion next April 27, the Sunday 
Times reported. 

Citing an independent opin- 
ion poll, the newspaper said 
that providing the ANC can 
get its voters to the election 
booths, it could expect to win 
70 per cent of the vote. 

Tbe NP would come a dis- 
tant second with 13 per cent 
and the conservative Freedom 
Alliance — comprising, among 
others, the Zulu-based Inkatha 
Freedom Party and the pro- 
apartheid Conservative Party 
— would be dose behind with 
11.5 per cent. 

The opinion poll, conducted 
by Integrated Marketing Re- 
search. also shows that support 
for President F.W. De Klerk 
among black voters was less 
than two per cent. 

.NP support among its white 
electorate had plummeted to 
40 per cent and a significant 
portion of coloured (mixed- 


race)’ an ff* Indian voters, re- 
•garded as prime targets by the 
• NP, are still unsure about 
whom they should support. 

The Liberal Democratic Par- 
ty, the hardline Pan Africanist 
Congress, the South African 
Communist Party would all 
score ?totween 0.6 per cent 
and 2.4 per cent. 

On the basis of the poll, 
according to the newspaper, 
' and assuming a voter turnout 
of 80 per cent, the NP and the 
alliance would be able to claim 
four scats each in the proposed 
30-member cabinet of national 
unity. 

The ANC, with 60 per cent 


of the vote, would qualify for 
19 cabinet posts. ANC leader 


Nelson Mandela would be- 
come president and tbe orga 
nisation would be- able 


to 


appoint a deputy president and 
claim a two thirds r 


the cabinet. 
The NP, 


majority in 


. as the second 
largest party, would have Mr. 
De Klerk serving as other de- 
puty president and four cabinet * 
posts. Tbe alliance would have 


four cabinet posts. 

Democracy negotiators last 
week agreed on a government 
of national unity, with a presi- 
dent and at least two deputy- 
presidents. which would serve 
the country for five years after 
the April 27 election. 

Another poll revealed that 
80 per cent of South Africans 
were likely- to vote, according 
to the newspaper. 

A survey of the Internation- 
al Republican Institute re- 
vealed that a total of 88 per 
cent of blacks, 83 per cent of 
whites, 69 per cent of col- 
oureds and 63 per cent of 
Asians are likely to vote. 

If this was borne out in the 
election, the newspaper said, it 
would clearly favour the ANC 
with its high degree of support 
among blacks. 

Other findings were that 57 
per cent of the electorate had 
already made up their minds 
about who they would vote for 
while nine per cent said they 
would not vote. This means 
that as much as 33 per cent of 
potential voters had not made 
up their minds. 


Americans know 
exercise is good 
—but so what? 


WASHINGTON (AP) — ‘ ' 
Americans know they need to 
exercise more for good health:* 
Bat a new survey shows they* 
have no intention of doing it*.' 
They’re -“too tired, too lazy.' 
too busy,” said Phillip Wieth-;- 
• ora of the president’s Council-: - 
on Physical fitness and Sports. - 
“Exercise has to be a habit;' 
not, ’maybe I’ll do it this ■ 
week.’ We don’t say, ’Mavbe ' 

' PH brash my teeth this week.”'- 
President Bill Qimon asked - 
the council to find ways to get* 
Americans off their couches 1 
and moving around. But .first*,--' 
it had to- figure out why so * 
many adults — an estimated 60 
per cent — are sedentary. So it- 
surveyed 1.01S sedentary - 
Americans last month and" 
found they do. have time for 1 - 
some physical fitness- — they- 
just don't believe they do. Six* -- 
ty-four per cent of those polled 
said they would like to exercise* 
more because they know it’s-* 
healthy, but say they can’t fin^ 
the time. They said they hadv 
fewer than 10 hours of leisure ’ 
time every week. But 84 pet-1* 
cent watch television at least 
three hours a week, meaning'- 
they have time for physical'* 
activity but are too lazy or 
prefer television, the survey • 
concluded. And 41 per cent - 
said they weren’t likely to im-'* 
prove anytime soon. Regulat." 1 
exercise lowers cholesterol and*!' 
blood pressure and helps a 
thwart heart disease and othefr-’ 
illnesses. Nobody knows how r ' 
much disease a sedentary fifes*" ‘ 
tyle actually causes, but the* 1 * 

. Atlanta-based Cen r re ; for Dis- . 
ease Control anti Prevention:' 1 
estimates that the nation'- 
spends 55.7 billion annually 
medical care and lost product 
tivity for sedentary people with >' 
heart disease alone. 


10-year-old girl 
gives birth in, 
Costa Rica 




SAN JOSE (AFP) — A 10-.; 
year-old girl has given birth ttf^* 
a healthy baby girl, becoming'-'' 
Costa Rica’s youngest knowtf . . 
mother, hospital officials said/.'- 
The baby, born by Caesarean/- 
section Friday, weighed 2.4?. 
kilogrammes (53 pounds) an dUi 
was 47 centimetres (18.5 in-.. 1 
ctaes) long. Doctor Lucy San-. > 
doval said. Authorities believe 
the girl, who comes from a..: 
large homeless family in the;- 
capital area, was raped. They ■- 
are investigating her case.;-.. 
Psychologists and social work- • 
ers concerned about the emo- 
tional impact of childbirth and.- . 
motherhood at such an early-, 
age reportedly are working " 
with the young mother. 


Japan, S. Korea open new chapter of friendship 


KYONGJU, South Korea 
(Agencies)— Japan and Sooth 
Korea Sunday exorcised the 
spirit of mistrust from their 
relations, pledging friendship 
and renewed bids to solve a 
row over North Korea's nuc- 
lear programme through dia- 
logue. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Monhiro Hosokawa and South 
Korean President Kim Young- 
Sam ended two days of talks 
during which Japan offered its 
deepest apology yet for colo- 
nial misdeeds in Korea and 
Seoul promised to overcome 
anti-Tokyo resentment. 

North Korea's nuclear threat 
was a dominant theme of 
Saturday's round of talks at a 
lakeside retreat outside this 
ancient Korean capital. 

Seoul. Japan •and their West- 
ern allies have become impa* 
tient with the Stalinist North’s 
reluctance to comply with de- 
mands to allow inspections of 
nuclear rites where it is feared 
atomic bombs are being de- 
veloped. 

Mr. Hosokawa and Mr. Kfm 
told a joint news conference 
Sunday they had agreed to try 
to resolve the issue through 
dialogue rather than by inter- 
national sanctions. 

“Although I do not know 
the direction of (United Na- 
tions) sanctions against North 
Korea relating to its nuclear 
problem, we agreed it is Impor- 
tant to try to solve the issue 
through dialogue as for as 
possible,” Mr. Hosokawa said. 


The North denies any nuc- 
lear military aspirations but 
has nevertheless defied U.N. 
resolutions calling for inspec- 
tions and may face internation- 
al sanctions if it persists in 
denying access. 

•Mr. Hosokawa said Japan 
would not seek to establish 
relations with the North unless 
that country renounced its nuc- 
lear quest. 

Mr. Hosokawa said he deep- 
ly repented “the immoral be- 
haviour and apologise(d) for* 
the unbearable pain and sor? 
row suffered by the people of 
the Korean peninsula” during 
Japanese occupation. 

Japan annexed Korea in 
1910, extinguishing the 500- 
year-oid Yi imperial dynasty 
and imposing harsh colonial 
rule that eaded only with 
Japan's World War II defeat in 
1945. 

South Korea and Japan nor- 
malised ties in 1965 but older 
Koreans still have bitter 
memories of the colonial 
period. 

President Kim told the news 
conference he was deeply im- 
pressed by Mr. Hosokawa's 
frankness, which he said was 
unlike the attitude shown by 
his predecessors. 

“Prime Minister Hosokawa 
and l have agreed to en- 
deavour to overcome the prob- 
lems of the past through a 
rational assessment of history, 
and to pave the way for- truly 
becoming dose and coopera- 
tive t neighbours.” Mr. , JCim 


said. 

Analysts said Mr. Hosoka- 
wa’s short trip may pave the 
way for a first-ever trip to 
South Korea by Emperor Aki- 
hito. 

Meanwhile. North Korea 
Sunday criticised the U.S.- 
South Korea defence talks, 
which resulted in postponing a 
decision on whether the two 
countries should bold annual 
war games amid fears of North 
Korea's suspected nuclear 
arms development. 

“It is absolute baloney and a 
shameless act for the very one 
who mounts a nuclear threat 
on the Korean peninsula” to 
express apprehensions against 
North Korea, the North Ko- 
rean Workers Party newspaper 
said in a commentary. 

In a joint statement after 
their talks in Seoul last week. 
U.S. Defence Secretary Les 
Aspin and his South Korean 
.counterpart, Kwon Young- 
Hee, also called on North 
Korea to allow international 
inspections of its nudear facili- 
ties. 

The commentary, carried by 
the Korean Centra] News 
Agency monitored here, ac- 
cused the United States and 
South Korea of continuing 
“nuclear war exercises” and 
showing “they had no inten- 
tion to solve the nuclear prob- 
lem.” 

■“We will decisively deal with 
the South Korean ruling 
group's continued hostile atti- ' 
tude against us and their act of 


making a sacrifice of the 
national interests in league 
with outride forces,” the news- 
paper added. 

The United States and North 
Korea are continuing informal 
talks in New York after earlier, 
rounds of high-level contacts' 
collapsed over the nudear 
issue. 


The Sunday Times reported 1 
that the United States has 
drawn up plans for a missile 
attack on- North Korea's secret 
nuclear facilities. 


■•There have been a series of 
crisis meetings in the Pentagon 
and in the White House to 
discuss contingency plans for 
the defence of South Korea, 
induding a limited strike on 
the North’s nuclear facility 
with cruise missiles,” the paper 
said, citing no sources. 

It did not say where the 
cruise missiles would be fired 
from. 


On Saturday, a senior Penta- . 
gon official who asked to stay 
anonymous, spoke of fears that ' 
North Korea might become so 
alienated by its isolation that it 
could launch an attack on 
South- Korea. 


Doonesbury 
‘blacked out’ in 
fire region 


LOS ANGELES (R J — Major. 
newspapers in southern Cali-,/, 
fornia announced Saturday '. _ 
‘they will not run six new’,’ 
Doonesbury cartoons because 
of their “inappropriate, 
humour” in dealing with the 
California fires. The newspap- 
ers include the three largest- - 
publications in the region tbe . 
Los Angeles Times, the; ; 
Orange County Register, and 1 ; 
the San Diego Union-Tribune. ■ 
Cartoonist Gary Trudeau, who 
created the popular comic strip : 
which is run in newspapers all ; 
over the world, depicts a Mali- ; 
bu couple who panic.* when 
they think their neighbour's' 
house has caught on fire, but 
the blaze turns out to be com- : 
ing from an overheated barbe- - 
cue grill. Barbecuing is a quin-. ! 
tessential part of life in south-, 
era California, which enjoys 
year round sunshine. Los 
Angeles Times Associate Edi- 
tor Narda Zacchino, said old 
Doonesbury strips would be 
ran next week “because the 
humour in the (new) strip does 
not seem * appropriate at this, 
time.” A wildfire in Malibu 
which started Tuesday killed 1 : 
three people and destroyed 35(1. 1 
homes, many of them multi- ! 
million dollar mansions, in-, ; 
eluding those belonging to* ■' 
actors Sean Penn and”. Ali, . 
McGraw. • 1 


Man kills son, 
feeds him to 
crocodiles 


The official said 70 per cent 
of North Korea’s 1.1 million- 
strong armed forces, were pre- 
sently in the border region 
between Pyongyang and. the; 
demilitarised zone, reflecting 
an increase in troop coitcentra- - 
lions hr the area* over the past 
three yens. — - 


HARARE (AFP) - 
peasant from Zimbabwe* 
em border town, of N 
killed his 19-vear-old me; 
ill son and threw him i 
crocodile-infested river, 
said Sunday. In a state 
police said the 46-year-ol 
confessed to having re 
killed bis son, and wit 
help of his wife carrie 
body in aa empty grain bi 
left rbc corpse in the loca 
River. Police have arrest 
man, who is thought tc 
committed the art beau 
wanted to conceal his 
mental iliness. 
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cangues scores huge Breeders’ Cup upset 


ADI A, Calif. (R) _ 
fongshot Arcangues 

• _ past-tiring horses in 
T ift wretch of the S3 million. 

• Brewers’ Cup Classic Satur- 
d*y to ^orc the biggest upset 

‘to the history , of the cham- 
pfossuip series. 

The 5-year-old Arcangues 
•: J°"IK sbot to the Classic 
Hera at 133-1, salvaged the day 

■ ^ *S*?P can contingent that 
, was racing a shutout for the 

■ i** 1 ™ swdght year at the' 
/ {breeders Cop, 

^ bi ®S fisl “P** «"■ 

the history of North America's 
richest race, capping a day of 
tight racing before a sun- 
drenched crowd of over 55, 130 
M sunsplashed Santa Anita 
Park. Arcangues, the winner 
. of a group one race at Long- 
champ in Paris in May, paid 
$269.20 for a $2 win bet. 

The Allez France stables vio- 
tory dashed American hopes of 
a second straight sweep in the 
aip» all six earlier races were 
taken by American horses, five 
of them by runners based in 
California. 

Under jockey Jerry Bailey, 
Arcangues turned on the speed 
in deep stretch to beat Bertran- 
™ California horse that' 
wd most of the way in the 
llit-nule run. Florida-bred Kis- 
sin Kris finished third. 

Arcangues jockey Jen-y 
Bailey said even he was shock- 
ed by the horse. 

“He’s a different horse than 
I worked out this week. He’s 
got a heart as big as that 
track,” he said. As Bailey ran 
into the jockey's room, he 
shouted, “Pm buying." 

. , Argangues’ trainer Andre 
rabre said, ’This is the capper. 
■We’ve been coming to these 
S races for. years and this one 
- taught us all off guard.” 

Bailey admitted after the 
race that he could hardly 
understand Fabre’s pre-race 
instructions and wasn't even 
sure how to pronounce his 
force's name. 

* The Europeans had done so 
badly prior to the classic, the 
final race of the seven-race 






championship series, that 
American horses even won 
both grass races, with Lure 
winning the mile and 
Kotashaan grabbing the turf. 

In the $2 million turf, 
Kotashaan, bred in France but 
unraced in Europe, sprinted 
for the win after lagging back 
in the pack for most of the 
race. Bien Bien took second. 
Luazur, also bred in France, 
but owned by an American, 
dropped to third after leading 
much of the way. 

Kotashaan jockey Kent De- 
sorraeaux said he expected a 
battle with Bien, Bien, whom 
the 5-year-old had lost to twice 
this year. “Today when I came 
to Bien Bien my horse was 
really strong and I said ‘oh my 
God, hold on Kotashaan.'” 

U.S. based-trainer Richard 
MandeDa said Kotashaan newly 
sold to Japan’s Lex Syndicate, 
will probably run the Japan 
Cup next month in Tokyo. 

Lure, the defending mile 
champion, had recovered from 
a bad start to rush past a 
13-horse field and grab the $1 


million Breeders’ Cup Mile. 

Under jockey Mike Smith, 
the four-year-old colt drifted 
live wide in the first turn, but 
recovered to dock a 1:33.58 
time for a grass race that in- 
cluded a host of European 
challengers. Lure, rhe heavy 
favourite of the crowd, paid 
$4.60 to win on a $2 ticket. 

Ski Paradise, a French chal- 
lenger also saddled by Fabre, 
placed second in the mile, one- 
and-a-half lengths back. 

Lure's rider. Mike Smith, 
said he wasn't worried about 
being taken five wide in the 
first turn. “He may not be the 
classic mile-and-a-half turf 
horse, but no one can beat him 
going a mile. I mean no one,” 
Smith said. 

“In the back stretch I knew 
we had it won. I was just 
handriding him all the time,” he 
added. 

Britain's Barathea nearly 
took a tumble in the first turn, 
going wide and pushing fellow 
British colt Catrail and 
France's Bigstone far outside. 
Barathea recovered to finish 


fifth and Bigstone was sixth, 
but Catrail ran a disappointing 
12th. 

Barathea jockey Gary 
Stevens said, “it’s basically a 
sprint race and don’t forget 
we're going a different way 
than he’s used to.” 

Earlier, favourite Holly- 
wood Wildcat took the $1 mil- 
lion distaff, just edging defend- 
ing champion Paseana by a 
nose in lift-mile race. Holly- 
wood Wildcat's jockey Eddie 
Delahoussaye said he dropped 
his whip in the stretch before 
closing strong. 

In the $1 million juvenile 
fillies 1-1/16-mile race, phone 
chatter nipped favourite Sar- 
dula by a nose in a tight finish. 
France's Coup De Genie 
finished fourth. 

In the $1 million sprint. 
French-owned seven-year-old 
Cardania stole a victory, com- 
ing from the middle of the pack 
to win at the wire. 

The winner of the $1 million 
juvenile was Brocco, a Califor- 
nia based two-year running for 
only the third time, leaving 
favourite Dehere far back. 


Prost says goodbye to Formula One 

Senna wins Australian Grand Prix 


ADELAIDE. Australia (R) — 
Four-time world -champion 
Alain Prost said .goodbye to 33 
years of Formula One racing 
Sunday, opting for fefthly fife 
in preference to another sea- 
son in the fast lane: " 

“I will fed a bit more free. 
My life should be a little bet- 
ter." the Frenchman said after 
finishing second in Australia 
on his favourite circuit in his 
199th and final Grand Prix. 

Known as “the professor” 
for his studious and pragmatic 
driving style, the 38-year-old „ 
Prost walk* away from Ade- 
laide with the 1993 World 
Championship, which he clin- 
ched in Portugal on Sept. 26. 

» Prost, who quit Formula 
One racing for a season two 
years ago. has promised this 
time that there will be no 
return and that he wants to 
spend more time with his wife 
and two sons at their home in 
Switzerland. 

"( am Quite happy to change 
nnd mayoe I wSH be much 
much happier or maybe not. I 
really don t know. But for sure 



Ayrton Senna waves the Brazilian flag on his victory lap after 
Prix in Adelaide Sunday (AFP photo) 


my life will be different.” he 
told reporter*. 

Sunday's race was not quite 
a perfect finale because he 
finished second behind long- 
time bitter rival Ayrton Senna. 
The fiery Brazilian won com- 
fortably to end the season with 
five wins, compared with 
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IN ESTONIA 
that event. 

South's one club opening was ar- 
tificial and forcing, showing 16 
points nr more. The rest of the auc- 
tion proceeded naturally, although 
it would appear that North-South 
need ft mechanism for penalizing 
the opponents at low bevels. A dou- 
ble of one heart would have paid 
hancboroflv and there was nowhere 
(hr East- West to run, let alone hide. 

Against three no trump West led 
a fourth-best spade- Declarer played 
low from dummy and. had East won 
the king, it would have taken dou- 
ble -dummy defense to defeat the 
centred East must shift to the jack 
„r dubs, covered by the queen and 
taken with the ace. East overtakes 
West's club return and declarer 
must hold up. Now a diamond shift 
nru the defenders five tricks. 

All that turned out to be mere 
apeculntioti— East followed with the 
eight rtf spades to the first trick.’ 
Declarer won and, not surprisingly, 
continued! by taking th* ‘‘marked" 

finesse of the jack of pint When 
it lost, not even Houdini could con- 
jure up nine tricks. 


Prost 's seven. 

“It was difficult for me be- 
fore the start.” he said. “1 kept 
thinking it was the last time I 
would put on my gloves and 
fhe last lime I was doing every- 
thing." 

Sunday's race also marked a 
milestone as the often volatile 
six-year relationship between 
Senna and Prost drew to a 
close amid a vague reconcilia- 
tion between the two. 

“I think we've had a good 
lime.” Prost said, referring to 
Senna. "Because I'm retiring I 
think it's good to remember 
the good times we've had.” 

Senna was equally cordial, if 
not sentimental. "Today is the 
end of an era. for him and for 
me,” he told reporters. "We 
were both on the podium after 
the race. It's just as well we 
had the opportunity to wish 
each other good.” 

Prost is scheduled io go to 
France for some promotional 
work before heading to his 
home to Switzerland, where he 
plans some quality time with 
two sons, aged 13 and three. 

”1 never had a normal life 
with my family.” he said. 

He leaves behind several 
world records, including 51 
Grand Prix wins and the most 
points in the history of Formu- 
la One ai 798.5. He is also the 
only Frenchman to win a For- 
mula One World Cham- 
pionship. 

Such honours have safely- 
landed the soft-spoken driver a 


winning the Australian Grand 


slot among the legends in the 
business, such as Britain's 
Jackie Stewart. Australia's 
Jack Brabham and Argenti- 
nian Juan Fangio, who holds 
the most W’orld Cham- 
pionships. 

Many thought another sea- 
son would have seen Prost 
match Fangio's record five 
Formula One titles, but Prost 
has adamantly quelled specula- 
tion of another year in racing. 

He has held out the possibil- 
ity. however, of returning to 
Formula One in a different 
role, such as a team manager. 
But he has ruled out picking up 
where he left off as a 1992 
Grand Prix trackside television 
commentator. 

Senna won in a record- 
breaking last drive for 
McLaren. 

Senna scorched to victory in 
his final battle with Prost. lap- 
ping all but two of his competi- 
tors in Sunday's Australian 
Formula One Grand Prix. 

The Brazilian finished in l 
hour. 43 minutes. 27.47 
seconds for 79 laps of the 1 
3. 780-kilometre f2.348-m»Ie) 
Adelaide Street Circuit in his 
McLaren-Ford. an average 
speed of I "3.1X3 kilometres 
(107.611 miles) an hour. 

Prost was second in his 
Williams-Renault. 9.259 
seconds behind his toughest 
combatant of the past decade. 

Damon Hill of Britain was 
third in the second Williams- 
Renault. 
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Holyfield regains boxing titles 


Jockey Chris McLarron (right), riding Bern Bien, Bien Bien in the $2 million turf race of the 
looks at jockey Keat Desonneanx (left), riding Breeders’ Cup Saturday (AFP photo) 
Kotashaan, after Kotashaan won by nose -a gainst 


By John Phillips 
Reuter 

LAS VEGAS — In the most 
bizarre .night of boxing in 
memoiy, a skydiver para- 
chuted into the ring, the cham- 
pion’s pregnant wife was taken 
to hospital and after the fight 
his 82-year-old trainer — also 
overcome by excitement — fol- 
lowed her. 

Oh, by the way, there is a 
new heavyweight champion. 

Evander Holyfield upset 
Riddick Bowe Saturday night 
with a majority decision after 
12 rounds to regain two of the 
titles he lost to Bowe a year 
ago. 

In the process Bowe's wife, 
Judy, who is three months pre- 
gnant, was taken to hospital 
from ringside in shock but 
apparently is okay. 

Later Bowe’s trainer, Eddie 
Futch, was taken to the hospit- 
al, apparently suffering from 
heart palpitations. He was not 
thought to be in serious condi- 
tion but remained in the hos- 
pital overnight, said Bowe’s 
manager, Rock Newman. 

The parachutist, who easily 
survived his descent into the 
ring in the seventh round, did 
not fare so well at the hands of 
enraged ringsiders, who pum- 
meled him until he had to be 
taken to the hospital. 

Even by the extravaganza 
standards of America’s gamb- 
ling capital Las Vegas it was a 
night to remember. 

Police identified the skydi- 
ver, whom they say was actual- 
ly using a parasail that some- 
how included a propeller, as 
James Miller. 30. He was 
charged with “dangerous 
flying” after being released 
from the hospital. He has so 
far given no reason for his 
stunt. 

In the undercard to the flight 
of the parachutist, Holyfield 
overcame his addiction to 
brawling with bigger, stronger 




5 
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An unidentified parachutist lands on the ring heavyweight title fight between Evander Holyfield 
apron daring the seventh ronnd of the and Riddick Bowe Saturday (AFP photo) 


opponents. 

Both fighters said they did 
not believe the unprecedented 
events in round seven affected 
die outcome of the bout. But 
both Holyfield and Bowe said^ 
the first thing that flashed into 
their minds when they saw the 
skydiver was the knife attack 
on tennis star Monique Seles. 

It was Holyfield's compul- 
sion to brawl with his oppo- 
nents that led him to defeat 
when he lost his heavyweight 


tides to Bowe last November. 

In that fight, which Bowe 
won on a unanimous decision, 
Holyfield constantly brawled- 
toe-to-toe much too often with 
the much bigger and stronger 
Bowe and paid the price. 

But on this weird Saturday 
Holyfield controlled himself. 
He threw jabs and combina- 
tions and then moved away 
from Bowe's long arms. 

Holyfield did go toe-to-toe. 
But this time be almost literally 
was standing on Bowe's toes, 
burrowing his face into Bowe’s 
chest, not letting him get any 
leverage to do much damage. 

The result was that Holyfield 
fought a smart fight, as he said 
he would, and won back the 
World Boxing Association and 
the International Boxing Fed- 
eration titles. 

Briton Lennox Lewis is the 
World Boxing Council cham- 
pion. 

"What I had to prove was 
that a setback does not make 
me a bum,” Holyfield said. 
“What I did is correct a mis- 
take. It was not so much win- 
ning the title as redeeming 
myself." 

"I know I hurt him,” Holy- 
field said. “I got respect. He 
wasn't as eager to get on me 
this time. 

"He rocked me a lot and hit 
me with some good punches. 
I'm stronger this fight, but the 
difference is last fight l stayed 
in and got caught.” 

Bowe got caught this time, 
caught expecting the same old 
Holyfield, a fighter who could 


not kick his brawling habit. 

■ Bowe started out like a fight- 
er possessed, throwing pun- 
ches in the first round as if they 
were going to stop making 
them. 

"I was worried,” Steward 
said about that round. “Evan- 
der survived it, but more to the 
point Evander didn't blast him 
back. Evander was just sharper 
than the first time. 

“He made it like a chess 
game. He got Bowe thinking.” 

He also got Bowe hurting. 

Bowe. now 34-1, won the 
first three rounds on two of the 
three judges’ scorecards. But 
Holyfield, now 27-1, began 
coming on in the fourth round, 
winning it and the next two 
unanimously. 

In the fourth, he shook off a 
left hook and right upper cut 
and got in dose where he 
landed a good right-left of his 
own and then a series of com- 
binations towards the end of 
the round. 

Both fighters ignored the 
bell, whaling away at each 
other with about 10 punches 
each. 

With the crowd cheering, 
“Holy, Holy, Holy,” Holyfield 
landed a left-right to Bowe’s 
head and followed it with a 
tremendous left and an over- 
hand right that backed up 
Bowe. Another very short 
right wobbled Bowe at the 
bell. 

Bowe, 26, seemed to take 
the sixth round off, ignoring 
his powerful and accurate jab. 

Holyfield, 31, had a field day 


Chicago Bulls burned by Heat In home 


CHICAGO (R) — The de- 
fending National Basketball 
Association t (NBA) champion 
Chicago Bulls got their first 
real taste of life after Michael 
Jordan Saturday when they 
were embarrassed in their 
home opener by the Miami 
Heat. 

One night after a dramatic 
124-123 season-opening over- 
time win in Charlotte, the 
Bulls sorely missed the 30-plus 
points averaged by their re- 
tired superstar as they were 
burned by the Heat 95-71. 

Rony Seikaly scored 28 
points to lead the Heat as 
Miami held Chicago to a humi- 
liating franchise-low six 
points in the second quarter on 
the night the Bulls received 
their 1992-93 NBA Cham- 
pionship rings. 

The Bulls managed only 25 
points in the first half, also a 
franchise low. and the 71 
points was third-lowest in club 
history. 

Glen Rice added 24 points 
for the Heat, while Sottie Pip- 
pen paced the Bulls with 18 
poitns. 

In Orlando, Shaquille 
O'Neal had his second huge 
game in as many night, scoring 
36 points to lead the Magic to a 
1 14-89 rout of the Philadelphia 


and 12 rebounds in the Magic's 
season-opening win at Miami, 
bad 13 points in the third quar- 
ter when Orlando increased its 
lead to 87-74. 

The Magic went on an 18-8 
run in the first eight minutes of 
the fourth quarter to put the 
game away. 

O'Neal, who also blocked 
five shots and grabbed seven 
rebounds, thoroug domin- 
ated Philadelphia's giant 
rookie centre Shawn Bradley, 
the NBA number two overall 
draft pick. 

. Shawn Kemp scored 30 
points to lead the Supersonics 
to a 129-101 victory over the 
visiting Los Angeles Lakers in 
Seattle's season opener. 

The Sonics, who came with- 
in one victory of reaching the 
NBA finals last season, built 
an 18-point halftime lead and 
cruised to victory. 

Seattle, which led by as 
many as 37 points late in the 
fourth quarter, was the only 
team in the NBA which did not 
begin the season Friday. 

In Milwaukee, Dell Curry 
sparked a furious fourth- 
quarter rally as the Charlotte 
Hornets posted a 120-103 vic- 
tory over the Bucks. ■ 


Milwaukee held an 85-83 
lead after three quarters, but 
Curry hit wo three-point jum- 
pers to spark a 14-2 run as 
Charlotte outscored the Bucks 
37-18 in the final quarter. 

Curry scored 10 of his 19 
points in the fourth quarter 
and Johnny Newman, who had 
27 in Friday’s Joss to Chicago, 
paced the Hornets again with 
25 points. 

Hersey Hawkins chipped in 
24 points for Charlotte, while 
Milwaukee’s Ken Norman led 
all scorers with 28 points. 

At Washington, Dino Radja 
and Xavier McDaniel sparked 
a 12-4 run to start the fourth 
quarter and lead the Boston 
Celtics to a 100-88 win over the 
Bullets. 


and by the end of the round, 
Bowe, who had lost about 40 
pounds (18.1 kg) in less than a 
month, was gasping for breath. 
Holyfield, who gained 12 
pounds (5.4 kg) from their first 
fight to weigh 217 pounds (98.4 
kg), also opened a cut on the 
bridge of Bowe's nose. 

In the seventh round, Bowe, 
who outweighed Holyfield by 
29 pounds (13.1 kg) and was 
three inches (7.6 cm) taller, 
was coming back strongly, 
when all of a sudden the para- 
chutist whipped in under the 
ring's canopy and landed on 
the ring apron. -He fell back 
into the crowd near Bowe’s 
wife, Judy. 

The fight was delayed for 
about 20 minutes, while people 
and parasail were collected. 

After the excitement sub- 
sided outside of the ring, 
Bowe’s momentum, at least in 
the eyes of two of the judges, 
seemed to have slowed. 

The two fighters just about 
split the remaining rounds, but 
Bowe, who earned at least $11 
million, needed more than that 
to hold onto his titles. 

“He had better balance and 
kept his head closer to Bowe's 
chest, so Bowe’s size was to his 
disadvantage,” Steward said. 

Holyfield. who will earn ab- 
out $9.5 million, “was a looser, 
more agile fighter this time,” 
Steward said. 

“It wasn't the sky diver and 
it wasn’t the cuts,” Bowe, 26, 
said. “Evander won the fight. I 
want to do this again. This was 
a real brawl.” 

opener 
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The Celtics led 76-68 after 
three quarters and Radja and 
McDaniel each made three 
baskets as Boston opened an 
88-72 lead with 9:05 to play 
and never looked back. 

Kevin Gamble scored 18 
points and Dee Brown added 
17 for the Celtics, who had six 
players in double figures. Rad- 
ja finished with 14 points and. 
.10 rebounds and McDaniel 
added 12. 

Michael Adams scored 22 
points and Rookie Calbert 
Cheaney added 20 for the Bul- 
lets. 

in Indianapolis, Joe Dumars 
scored 10 of bis 27 points in the 
fourth quarter to led the De- 
troit Pistons to a 113-107 vic- 
tory over the Indiana Pacers. 
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/TO SUIT ALL BUDGETS 

VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF FLATS , WITH OR 

WITHOUT FURNITURE • 

JORDAN PROPERTY CONSULTANTS 
Tel: 62 9 882/829883 


FOLLY FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, three bathrooms, large fully equipped: 
kitchen, dining room, lounge and sitting room, three 
balconies. The house is situated on a five dunum 
land, independent central heating, telephone. Modern 
furniture. Location: Tla‘ Ali opposite University of 

Jordan ’ Owner Tel: 834218/9. 


THE AMERICAN WOMEN OF AMMAN 

will hold their November monthly general meeting 
on November 8th at the Marriott Hotel 
from 10 a.m. — Noon 


THE SCANDINAVIAN LADIES OF AMMAN 

will hold their monthly meeting 
Wednesday Nov. 10, 10 a.m. 
at Marriott Hotel 

All members and guests are most welcome 


DON’T BE ALONE! 

Wear your birthstone. 

We have all gems & birthstones 
loose or in 18 kt gold and in unique 
designs. 

**^%AJANI 




JEWELLERS 


Amra Hotel - Amman. 


» :;V ■ 

AW: 


— — Tel.; 6343441 Ctami 

“ MfcMlLAPEUPHlA 

JURASSIC PARK 

,1 VI L-». M5. *». IftM 


^ Td.: 677420 

CONCORD 
CONCORD "*1 * 

Harrison Ford — in 

The Fugitive 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

Tom Cruise & Demy Moore — in 

A Few Good Men 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15. 6:00. S:15. 10:15 — 



Eric Roberts — in 

Best of the Rest II 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 5:00. 6:30, 8:30, 10-J0 



TeL : 675571 

NaM AIM 

■snm nMatre 


presents a play entitled: 

Alllm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors:. Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan AI Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 



The political comedy 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 

Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The. theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 
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‘PLO wants more than 23,000 policemen’ 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) has proposed to set up a 23.K50- 
strong armed police force plus an intelligence wing for the 
five-year interim period of autonomy in the occupied territor- 
ies. a newspaper reported Sunday. A national security force 
of 16.200 men should have helicopters, patrol boats, mortars 
and machine guns to protect border crossings, the coastline, 
public buildings and institutions, according to the daily 
Haaretz. Nizar Amar. security chief of the main PLO group 
Fateh, presented the plan to Israeli negotiators at autonomy 
talks in the Egyptian Red Sea resort of Taba. the paper said. 
Six thousand men would be posted to the Gaza Strip. 1 .800 to 
Jericho and the rest of the West Bunk. Under the Sept. 13 
autonomy deal Israeli troops are to withdraw from Gaza and 
the West Bank town by April J.». An ordinary' police force of 
7.650 men would patrol the roads and maintain order — 4.0IH) 
on the West Bank. 3.000 in Gaza and 650 in Jericho. The 
strength of the proposed intelligence branch was not specified. 
Haaretz said, It would protect Palestinian officials. 

Israel wants U.S. to pay for redeployment 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
will ask the United States for up to $500 million to pay for the 
army's redeployment under autonomy in the occupied territor- 
ies. a newspaper reported Sunday. Mr. Rabin, who leaves on 
Wednesday for a 10-dav -visit to Washington, wants the money 
on top of the $1.8 billion of annual U.S. military aid. Haaretz 
said. Israel also receives SI. 3 billion each year in U.S. civilian 
aid. Army chief-of-Staff Ehud Barak has told a parliamentary 
committee that the redeployment would cost between $175 
million and $250 million. But Haaretz said Mr. Rubin would 
ask for be ween $30U and S5U0 million. 

‘PLO arrests another Mossad spy 1 

MANAMA (AFP) — The Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) has arrested another suspected spy for the Israeli 
intelligence service Mossad. the Saudi newspaper AJ Sharq A1 
Awsat reported Sunday. Quoting Palestinian sources, it said 
Mohammad Sadek was in charge of PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat's radio service. He “surrendered of his own free will to 
the PLO leader and confessed to working for the Israeli 
intelligence service Mossad," the sources told the newspaper. 
They gave no date for his arrest. A PLO committee is already 
investigating one of its senior officials in Tunis, Adnan Hassan 
Yassin, for allegedly spying for Mossad. His son Haiti has also 
been arrested. 

3 Israeli-allied militiamen wounded 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — Guerrillas attacked an outpost 
manned by Israeli-backed militiamen in South Lebanon 
Sunday. Security sources said three militiamen were wounded. 
They said the attackers fired rocket-propelled grenades 
against the hilltop position of Souwaida, destroying an 
armoured personnel carrier of the Israeli-affiliated South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia. All those wounded in the 
assault were aboaid the armoured personnel carrier, said the 
sources. They said Israeli gunneis and SLA militiamen struck 
back with an artillery barrage on guerrilla hideouts in Iqlim A1 
Tnffah facing Souwaida in the central sector of a self-styled 
“security zone" Israel occupies in South Lebanon. 

Yemeni parliament trying to reconcile leaders 

SANAA (R) — The Yemeni parliament is trying to solve the 
political crisis caused by a longstanding disagreement be- 
tween President Ali Abdullah Saleh and Vice-President Ali 
Salem A1 Beidh, an official newspaper said Sunday. The 
official newspaper A1 Thawra said a special parliamentary 
committee formed on Friday would meet political and military 
officials to try to reconcile the two men. 

Iraq discloses vital information to U.N. 

BAHRAIN (AP) — Iraq has disclosed vital information about 
its covert uranium enrichment programme, a U.N. nuclear- 
expert said Sunday. Richard Hooper, who arrived here from 
Iraq earlier Sunday, said the new information he had obtained 
dosed "one of the big holes” about Iraq's secret nudear 
weapons programme, exposed after the 1991 Gulf war. Mr. 
Hooper, an American working with the Vienna-based Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency, said the new information was 
related to foreign assistance which enabled Iraq to enrich 
uranium to wea pons-grade levels using special centrifuges. 
Mr. Hooper gave no details about the new disclosures. 

U.S. denies betrayal of Iraqi coup plot 

MANAMA (AFP) — The United States embassy in Bahrain 
on Sunday denied that U.S. officials had betrayed a plot to 
assassinate Iraqi President Saddam Hussein in July. It issued a 
statement from the State Department saying: “The charge that 
the United States government or any of its offirials provided 
the government of Iraq any leak or indication whatsoever 
leading to the arrest of coup plotters is completely false and 
without any foundation whatsoever. “While we would not 
normally comment at all on stories about intelligence matters, 
this accusation is so baseless and harmful that it must bt 
denied." 

Algerian paper blasts U.N. Sahara envoy 

ALGIERS (R) — An Algerian newspaper urged the United 
Nations Sunday to sack its special envoy for Western Sahara, 
describing his behaviour as unacceptable. The independent A1 
Watan accused Sahabzada Yaqub Khan of discrimination 
against the Polisario Front which seeks independence in the 
desert territory claimed by Morocco. "He spends five days in 
Rabat, four hours in the Saharan refugee camps, before 
returning to the Moroccan capital to attend the anniversary of 
the ‘green march.' " the newspaper said. Saturday was the 
anniversary of a Nov. 6. 1975 march when Morocco sent 
thousands of its citizens carrying green flags into the former 
Spanish colony to back its claims to the area. 

Kuwait plans death penalty for hijacking 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwait is planning to introduce the 
death penalty for plane hijackings which result in deaths, the 
newspaper Kuwait Times reported Sunday. The government, 
in a draft law. also called for life imprisonment for hijackers 
found guilty of hostage-taking, causing injuries or inflicting 
damage to public property. 

189 Kuwaiti policemen accused since liberation 

KUWAIT (AP) — Some 189 policemen have faced accusa- 
tions of rape, robbery, unlawful arrest and accepting bribes in 
the past 2 l /i years, a government official was quoted Sunday as 
saying. Colonel Abdullah Adas, an Interior Ministry official, 
told the English-language daily Arab Times the high number 
was due to the “young ages of new men on (he force and lack 
of experience." Kuwait has faced a shortage of qualified 
candidates for the police because it fired many of the stateless 
Arabs who used to form the bedrock of the police force. 

Gunmen kill policeman in Aswan 

ASSUIT (AP) — Suspected Muslim militants shot to death a 
policeman and wounded an eight-year-old child in the south- 
ern city of Aswan on Sunday in the latest of a spiral. of attacks 
on security’ forces. This is the .second incident by suspected 
Muslim militants in a week in Aswan, a major tourist site on 
the Nile River resort 700 kilometers south of Cairo. 


Self-rule talks resume in Cairo today 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat announced here Sunday 
that the Palestinians agreed to 
resume autonomy negotiations 
with Israel, but in Cairo, away 
from the glare of publicity, 
rather than Egypt’a Red Sea 
resort of Taba. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Arar Musa told reporters the 
negotiations would reconvene 
on Monday. 

The negotiations, Mr. Ara- 
fat told reporters after meeting 
President Hosni Mubarak, are 
to “resume very soon in 
Cairo.'’ But he had declined to 
give a date for a new round of 
the talks, which the PLO broke 
off last Tuesday. 

PLO's chief negotiator Nabil 
Shaath said the date was being 
withheld to avoid publicity and 
advance the talks at the table 
rather titan through the media. 

But Israel Radio, also saying 


the talks would reconvene, dis- 
closed Monday as the date 
before the announcement from 
Mr. Musa. 

Hie decision to return to the 
talks was taken because of the 
results of Mr. Musa's visit to 
Israel last week, Mr. Arafat 
said, adding that Israel 
appeared ready to reconsider 
its stand on a withdrawal from 
Gaza. 

Mr. Musa had voiced optim- 
ism the talks would restart 
after meeting Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres. 

The Palestinian delegation 
quit the autonomy talks after 
accusing Israel of trying to 
renege on a commitment to 
withdraw all its troops from the 
Gaza Strip. 

Israel proposed to pull back 
troops to three areas around 
Jewish settlements on the strip. 


voicing security concerns, 
while the Palestinians deman- 
ded a "general military with- 
drawal.'" 

Mr. Arafat said the Cairo 
negotiations would be under- 
taken by an “ad hoc commit- 
tee," which Dr. Shaath said 
would comprise four members 
of each delegation and focus 
on Israel's “concept of secur- 
ity ” 

"The Israelis are using the 
security of the settlements as a 
pretext to hold on to 170 of the 
360 square kilometres that 
make the area of Gaza," he 
said. 

Mr. Arafat said the dispute 
was the result of an "Israel 
misinterpretation" of the 
autonomy accord signed on „ 
Sept. 13. 

Asked if the Israelis had 
made any concessions to bring 
the Palestinians back to the 
negotiating table, Mr. Arafat 


said: “No concessions." 

The heads of the Palestinian 
and Israeli negotiating teams in 
Taba, Dr. Shaath and Major- 
General Amnon Shahak, will 
lead the teams made up of 
other negotiators from Taba. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres told Israeli Radio 
on Saturday night that Che 
negotiations would resume this 
week on early Israeli with- 
drawal from Gaza and Jericho, 
part of the Sept. 13 self-rule 
deal. 

“Gaza-Jericho first." is part 
of a wider deal on Palestinian 
self-rule in the occupied terri- 
tories. The deal specifies a 
five-year interim period before 
both sides negotiate the final 
status of the territories. 

Asked if the negotiators had 
run into problems over inter- 
preting the declaration of prin- 
ciples. Mr. Arafat said: “No, 
the agreement was very dear. 


It talked about withdrawal 
while they (the Israelis) are 
now talking abour redeploy- 
ment.'’ 

Palestinians say Israeli prop- 
osals to police heavily Jewish 
settlements in Gaza and secure 
main roads to and from them 
into Israel and control the ex- 
ternal borders of Gaza and 
Jericho contradict the agree- 
ment. 

“We hope the talks will start 
on Monday," said Israeli 
spokesman Gad Ben- An. 
adding that Israel was still 
waiting for a formal announce- 
ment from the Palestinians. 

“The talks in Taba take 
place in front of the camera. 
The fact that every two hours 
negotiators have to come out 
and make statements doesn't 
help to reach significant prog- 
ress at the pace we would have 

(Continued on page 5) 


Killing of settler 


triggers rampage 


OCCUPIED WEST BANK 
(Agencies) — Hundreds of 
Israelis went on the rampage 
on the occupied Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank after suspected 
Palestinian hardliners wound- 
ed a settler leader and killed 
his driver on Sunday.. 

The violence erupted after 
assailants pumped 20 bullets 
into a van carrying a founder of 
the Gush Emunim settler- 
movement, which believes 
Israel should annex the occu- 
pied territories. 

The 30:year-old driver, a 
Gaza settler, died abd Rabbi 
Chaim Druckman, a former 
member of parliament for the 
National Religious Party, was 
injured in the shoulder in the 
shooting outside Hebron, an 
army spokesman said. 

Troops launched a massive 
manhunt. 

In reprisals more than 20 
Palestinians were injured in 
the occupied territories, cor- 
respondents reported ,* despite 
appeals for calm from the army 
and government. 

“The government is deter- 
mined to pursue even more 
intensively the peace process 
as if terrorism did not exist and 
the fight against terrorism as if 
there was no peace,” Environ- 
ment Minister Yossi Sarid said. 

On the Gaza Strip angry 
settlers burnt down an Arab 


bouse at Dier El Balah, block- 
ed roads, smashed cars win- 
dows, torched greenhouses 
and tried to set a school and a 
petrol station ablaze. 

At least 10 Gazans were 
taken to hospital after being 
beaten or stoned. 

Hie army clamped a curfew 
on Palestinians in Hebron as 
settlers rampaged through the 
streets firing in the air, over- 
turning Palestinian market 
stalls, and damaging dozens of 
cars, witnesses said. 

Three Palestinians were shot 
and wounded and about a 
dozen beaten before soldiers 
restored order. 

\ Settler leaders announced 
they would put up roadblocks 
across the occupied territories 
for three hours early Monday 
in protest at the killing. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas claimed re- 
sponsibility for the attack in 
wall graffiti at Rafah and milit- 
ary sources said the operation 
bore their hallmark. 

However, in Damascus, the 
Democratic Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine, which 
rejects the Israel-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
autonomy deal as does Hamas, 
also claimed responsibility. • 

Settlers assailed Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 
peace moves with Palestinians, 



A Jewish settler waves wjth his gun at a Hebron killed .in an attack near Hebron Sunday (AFP 
street after the death of a Gaza settler, who was photo) 
including.his release of prison- moves would go on while ‘the 


ers. . . , ■ 

Aharon Domb, a spokesman 
for the 125.000 Jews who' live 
m settlements scattered among 
file nearly two million Palesti- 
nians.' vowed: “If there’s no 
security for the residents, there 
won’t be any movement what- 
soever." , 

Leading - Palestinian Faisal 
•AI Husseini said: “We are sor- 
ry for the loss of life on both 
sides." But he added the set- 
tlers. “through- their irres- 
ponsible actions and repeated 
aggressions, form an element 
of chaos and instability." 

Deputy ' Defence Minister 
Mordechai Gar said peace 


government continued striking 
at hardliners. 

Soldiers dosed off villages in 
•the area of the shooting to 
search for the* attackers and 
dedared curfews in Hebron to 
ward off settler protests. 

Outside Hebron, students 
led settlers blocking the main 
road near where Sunday's 
shooting took place and simil- 
iar protests were held on the 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, Ramal- 
lah to Nablus and Khan Yunis 
to Gaza City roads. 

The violence led the cabinet 
to put off a decision expected 
. Sunday to take PLO off its list 


of “terror’’ groups following 
the autonomy agreement, 
Israel radio reported. 

The killing was the second in 
the occupied West Bank in as 
many weeks. The killing of a 
settler Oct. 29 set off almost a 
week of riots. Two other civi- 
lians and two soldiers have also 
been killed since the peace 
agreement was signed Sept. 13, 
as well as 15 Palestinians. 

Violence in the occupied ter- 
ritories poses the greatest 
threat to the Israeli-Palestinian 
peace talks, stalled over the 
extent of an Israeli withdrawal 
from the occupied Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank town of 
Jericho. 


Libya asks Switzerland 
to try Pan Am suspects 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Libya 
announced Sunday it has offi- 
cially asked Switzerland to try 
two suspects in the bombing of 
Pan Am 103, one day before 
the U.N. Security Council was 
due to meet to adopt tougher 
sanctions against Tripoli. 

But the offer, made by the 
suspects' lawyers, falls short of 
the West’s demand that Libya 
hand over the two for trial in 
the United States or Britain 
and is not expected to affect 
the Security Council’s vote. 

Ibrahim Legwell. a Libyan 
lawyer heading the suspects' 12- 
member defence team, told the 
Associated Press that the Li- 
byan Foreign Ministry con- 
tacted Swiss authorities on 
Oct. 27 to make the offer. 

Mr. Legwell said there has 
been no response yet but he 
expects one in two days. 

“We also asked the Swiss 
authorities to contact the 
American government to 
accept our offer," said Mr. 
Legwell speaking in a tele- 


phone interview from Tripoli. 

He said the Libyan govern- 
ment has also informed U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali of its new. initiative. 

Libya has previously men- 
tioned Switzerland as a possi- 
ble site for the trial saying it 
would be suitable as a neutral 
country. But the Swiss foreign 
.ministry has said it sees no 
reason why the trial should be 
held there. 

“The defence team were not 
content with a negative posi- 
tion rejecting trial in Scotland, 
but adopted the position, 
which (suspects) Abdul Baset 
and At Amin also adopted 
being confident of their inno- 
cence, of standing in a fair trial 
in a neutral country, more spe- 
cifically Switzerland," Mr. 
Legwell said in a statement to 
Reuters in Tunis. 

Britain and the United 
States accuse Abdul Baset Ali 
AI Megrahi and Al Amin Kha- 
lifa Fhimah of blowing up the 
Pan Am Jumbo jet. 


Indian troops foil escape 
from besieged mosque 


SRINAGAR. India (Agen- 
cies) — Indian troops besieg- 
ing Kashmir's holiest Islamic 
shrine foiled an escape anempt 
by at least one of a group of 
trapped separatist militants, a 
commander said on Sunday. 

Brigadier S.P.S. Kanwar. 
whose troops surround the 
Hazratbal Mosque in Srinagar, 
told reporters the militants 
apparently dropped an escape 
plan when soldiers spotted one 
of them near the fence of the 
complex. 

“One militant, trying to 
escape . crawled out of the 
building and crossed the fence 
at 3.30 this morning." Brig. 
Kanwar told reporters. 

“We could have nabbed him 
there, but we decided not to.” 
he added, apparently meaning 
the soldiers djd not want to 
give the militants an excuse to 
break off talks on ending a 
siege now more than three 
weeks old. 

Brig. Kanwar said the mili- 
tant. foiled in the breakout 
bid, appeared to have other 
colleagues waiting to ■ follow 


him out of the complex on the 
shores of Dal Lake in Srinagar, 
summer capital of largely Hin- 
du India's only Muslim- 
majority state. 

“We later sported two chaps 
looking into our area from the 
prayer room," Brig. Kanwar 
added. 

There were more talks with 
the militants on Sunday, but no 
suggestion of serious move- 
ment towards a settlement 
since the siege began on Oct. 
15. 

The police chief of Kashmir, 
meanwhile, ruled out a storm- 
ing of the mosque. 

“Everyone of us has been 
reiterating that the Hazratbal 
shrine will not be stormed.” 
Director General of Police 
-Manohar Nath Sabherwal told 
reporters. 

"The government is doing its 
best to find an amicable solu- 
•rion (to the standoff) through 
negotiations with the militants 
holed up inside (the shrine)." 
he said. 

The army wants the guerril- 
las to rive themselves up. 


Palestinians seek refugee status 


AMMAN (R) — Thousands of 
Palestinians, hoping for com- 
pensation under a peace settle- 
ment, have been applying to 
the United Nations for refugee 
status since the Palestine Li : 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and Israel signed a peace 
agreement, U.N. .officials said 
Sunday. 

It is the first time the num- 
ber of applications has .risen 
since the original registration 
of hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinian refugees from the 
1948 Arab- Israeli conflict. 

“Several hundred families 
have been presenting them- 
selves whom we categories as 
unregistered refugees ... who 
lost their homes as a result of 
the conflict and bad not 
bothered to register,” said De- 
nnis Brown, director of the 
U.N. Relief and Works Agen- 
cy (UNRWA) in Jordan. 

Palestinian refugee families 
average more than seven peo- 
ple. 

The PLO-Israel agreement 
signed in September, while 


seen by some ' as dimming 
hopes of 1948 refugees ever 
returning home, has raised, 
hopes of individual compensa- ' 
tion. Jordanian officials expea 
few 1948 refugees to leave Jor- 
dan even if they can. 

UNRWA started operations 
in May 1950, taking over Red 
Cross records. Registration of 
refugee families ended in 1954 
and an unknown number of 
people were never included in 
the 1.1 million registered re- 
fugees in Jordan. 

Since then most applications 
have been made by descen- 
dants of the original refugee 
families. Since the agreement 
there has been a sharp rise in 
applicants seeking the original 
refugee status, though none 
-have yet been accepted. 

UNRWA defines a refugee 
as “a person who was living in 
Palestine for two years preced- 
ing the conflict in 1948 and as a 
result lost his home and means 
of livelihood and took refuge 
in UNRWA’s area of opera- 
tion.” 

Agency officials say it was 


applying it .strictly to the new 
applicants to prevent a flood of - 
applicants. 

“We have to maintain the 
integrity of our registration ... 
it’s a very involved process and 
they have to prove residency in 
Palestine in 1946 to 1948," Mr. 
Brown told Reuters. 

The 1948 refugees are one of 
the ' thorniest issues left for 
negotiation in final status talks 
in the PLO-Israel accord. 

Israel, however, has agreed 
to discuss the hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians who 
fled the West Bank and Gaza 
during the 1967 war. 

Since the start of the year, 
UNRWA has also made its 
first major change in the re- 
fugee registration system since 
family csuds allowing aid were 
provided in the early 1950s. 

The agency now lists the 
names of dependants instead 
of only their numbers, updat- 
ing births, deaths and mar- 
riages. Over 100,000 changes 
were made to the nearly 
150,000 families who hold 
cards for U.N. relief services. 


Aid group assails U.N. mission 


PARIS (R) — A scathing re- 
port by a leading world medic- 
al charity accuses the United 
Nations of foot-dragging, 
bungling and recklessness In 
former Yugoslavia and Soma- 
lia. 

A draft of the 219-page re- 
port by Medecins Sans *Fron- 
rieres is a bitter indictment of 
the U.N. and Western powers, 
blamed for tolerating and even 
contributing to human suffer- 
ing. 

"The functioning of U.N. 
agencies continues "to be ham- 
pered by inertia, irresponsibil- 
ity and sometimes incompe- 
tence which undermine their 
ability to react, especially in 
urgent situations." the report 
said. 

“Like Western countries, it 
(the U.N. Security Council) is 
long on .statements and short 
on determination." 

Belgian-based Medecins 
Sans Fronrieres (Doctors 
Without Borders) has medical 
experts and .volunteers opera r- . 
ing in most of- (He world's hot 
spots. ■ ■ . ' 

An advance copy of the re- 
ports. entitled "Faring crises" 


and to be published later this 
month in Paris, was obtained 
by Reuters. It will be the basis 
of a Nov. 18 conference in 
Paris on world crises. 

The report, which investi- 
gates tensions in eight other 
countries ranging from Cam- 
bodia to El Salvador, has vir- 
tually no praise for the U.N. or 
its most powerful members. 

Its most controversial plea is 
for the U.N. or Western pow- 
ers to intervene more decisive- 
ly to protect the rights of 
minorities, emerging states and 
the powerless, and to pay less 
heed to the “outdated" con- 
cept of the nation state. 

"At a time when appeals 
from the oppressed or minor- 
ities for protection multiply. 
Western countries have neither 
*he financial resources nor the 
military means nor above all 
the wifi to impose a-new world 
order based on human rights.” 

The report reserves its most 
withering criticism for .U.N. 
diplomacy and military opera - 
lions in former Yugoslavia, 
where they "discredited them- 
selves through inertia and in- 
decision.” 


Their irresolution brought 
disastrous results and left the 
field open to aggression and 
ethnic purification, it savs. 
More than 200,000 Bosnians, 
most of them Muslims, have 
died and 2.3 million have been 
uprooted in the conflict. 

The U.N. dithered before 
imposing economic sanctions 
on rump Yugoslavia and im- 
plementing a "no-fly” zone in 
Bosnia while Serb soldiers 
used methods resembling those 
of Nazi Germany, it savs. 

§ During the wait there' were 
“massacres and atrocities: 
bombings of civilians, food 
blockades, selective destruc- 
tion of villages and neighbour- 
hoods. arbitrary jaifings. tor- 
ture. systematic rape, sum- 
mary executions..." 

Aid organisations, mean- 
while. were “harassed, 
threatened, or looted by mili- 

l*?v. even *he presence of 

U.N. troops who looked on 
passively from their vehicles.” 

In Croatia . O.N. soldiers ar- 
rived too late to prevent wide- 
spread killing of civilians or 
permit the return of 500.000 
refugees. 
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Japan’s empress 
uses sign language 

TOKYO lR) — j apan . ; 
Empress Michiko, unabfc ii 
speak since a mystery iR^ 
three weeks ago. used 
language for the first time $1 
ing a tour in the sooth yJ) 
Emperor Akihito. local meft! 
said Sunday. The 59-ycartii 
empress communicated wit 
some disabled people Samnfc 
during a visit to a 
centre, at the start of a fiv^ 
provincial tour, news rq*,., 
raid. Palace officials had saj 
some of her engagement 
might be dropped, indofc, 
attendance at receptions « 
visits to homes for rhe ekfa 
where she would normally 1 
required to speak. Emp« 
Michiko, who has been c 
cuperating in her Akasal 
Palace home since she co 
lapsed on Oct. 20. hei bintofa 
is said to be suffering fromi 
illness caused by “deep J 
row". Her symptoms at fa 
prompted speculation she fa 
suffered a minor stroke k 
recent palace comments ha 
suggested she is suffering fm 
deep depression, partly cans 
by a recent spate of critic 
magazine articles. 

Tabloid shows 
scantily clacT 
Diana working out 


LONDON (R) — A tablet) 
newspaper Sunday prime] 
secretly-taken pictures of 
scantily-clad Princess Chat 
exercising in a private gymni 
sium in Britain’s latest case d 
sensational snooping on tb 
royal family. A head-on pi 
ture of the 32-year-old prince, 
sitting astride an exeren 
machine in cycling shorts and 
Tcvcaling, camisole leoix* 
took up the entire front page< 
the Sunday Minor under fa 
headline “Di spy sensation. 
More pictures of “the workf; 
most coveted cover girl." id 
eluding a centre-fold of (H 
estranged wife of heir-tcHthe 
throne Prince Charles u J 
second brightly-coloure] 
leotard, were splashed overs] 
inside pages. The rwwspap* 
said the pictures, wMca » 
bound to enrage Budunjjhai 
Palace and inflame a nawftn 
debate about persistent nwfi 
intrusion into the lives of faj • 
royal family, were taken with 
hidden camera by the owner t 
the club. Bryce Taylor, a Ne • 
Zealander who owns the pfi 
vale West London LA. Fd 
ness Club, was quoted a 
saying: "I know people wi 
hate me for what I have doa 
but I'm not ashamed." "G 
the one hand it's an incredibi 
sneaky thing to do but on tb 
other Diana knows she is o 
public view when she comet 
into the club," said TaytorJ 
who installed an expensive 
camera with a quiet shutter U 
catch the princess unawares 
British police, whose royaj 
protection squad is respousihl] 
for Princess Diana’s safety: 
would not comment on tfa 
security implications of the sec. 
ret photographs. i 

Prince Edward 
gets himself a job t 

LONDON ( AP) — Prince Ed 
ward, the youngest son d 
Queen Elizabeth II, said to 
and a media friend have 1mm 
ched a television product#] 
company. Prince Edward, p 
will become joint mana^b 
director and part-owner of Ai 
dent Productions, which b 
said would make high-qualff 
programmes. Die prince so 
in a statement he was “looks* 
forward to working fall 0® 
with my new colleagues 
making Ardent Products* 
into a name that everyone w 
come to recognise as makers f 
serious arts, drama a.® 
documentary programmes * 
British television." The mo* 
— announced ns Prince Ef 
ward completed a two-*’®* 
official royal trip to wes® 
Africa — marks the prim* 
return to the working world, j 
July 1W1 the last entertatj 
mcnt company he help* 
found. Theatre Division 
folded £600.000 ($900.000) 1 
debt. Since then taxpayer 
and now his mother, have sfl 


ported him to the ton* 


fl 


£96.000 (S 135 .000) a year, 
queen agreed earlier this J1 
to cover her youngest so 
royal grant and to begin pay] 
income taxes as part of a P® 
age of financial reforms 
ing the world’s richest wot* 
It was not clear whether 
new job would mean a re< * 
tion in his royal procee 
Prince Edward's business p* 
ner at Ardent will be 
Foggiit. a lawyer and fo** 
business manager at the Bid 
Broadcasting Corporation- 



